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miglity in word and deed.”  Wo slmuld porecivo tlmt it was um'rly im-
possible for a God, infinito in troth and holiness, to sct the broad seal of
his omnipotence to the attastation of a falsshuml,  And the miracles
wrought by Christ aro of the dacisive character hero suppasd.  Leprosy
was a discase beyond the power of the healing art, and for which the
Jews never scem to have sought any cure; and yet Clirist healed tho
leper with a word, or a toueh. U'hn maimed—thso deprivod of a leg or
an arm—weto brought to tho great physician, and, in a moment, the lust
momber was restored.  Thero is oven a regular gradation 1 our Lord’s
mitaclos, intended to place I glary in the clonrest and strongest hight,
With tho samo oase, he rostored to hfe Jatiug® daughter when sho wau
newly dead ; that he did the widow's son of Nain, when they were car-
rying him out for burial ; and Lazarus, after o had been four days in
the grave. Such miracles wero admirably caleulated to carry the con-
viction to every candid mind, that Christ is the sent of God, and that
every doctrine which ho taught is attested 1o us by the seal of ommpo-
tence.  Dr. Wandlaw has elearly stated the nature of this purpsse con.
templated by miracles, as follows :=—*You will further have observed, that
I havo ropresented miraclos as attesting the one or tho othor of two
things—either & divine commission in general, or the truth of auny par-
ticular article in the communieation mado. It is in the former of these
two lights that tho words of Nicodemus present them as evidenco of
commission : ¢ Wo kuow that thou art a teacher come from God  And
in the same light our Lord himself, on various occasions, appeals to them:
“ The works which the Father hath given me to finish, the samo works
they do bear witness of me, that the Futher hath sent me’  On tho
other hand, when Jesus said to tho Jews, ¢ But that yo may know that
tho son of man hath power on carth to forgive sine'—aud then, as a proof
of this particular fact, or truth, commanded the psralytic to rise, take up
his bed and walk, wo have an cxewplification of the sccond of the two
lights in which we have said miracles may be regarded : the miracle
having been wrought in immediate connexion with that ono position,
was tho direct divine attestation of its truth.”

But the particular miracles by which Christ proved himself to be the
sent of God, Isaiah had predicted as an accompaniment of the gospel
dispensation: * Then the cyes of the blind shall ho opened, and the cars
of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man lcap asan
hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing ; for in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in tho desert.’—Isaiah xxv. 5, 6. Thesc were the
prominent miracles that Christ wrought. And when John the Baptist
sent two of his disciples to Christ to enquire, “Art thou ho that should
come (the Messiah), or look we for another1”—tho answer was mani-
fomly borrowed from Isaiah’s prophcey—* Go and show John again those
things which yo do hear and sce: the blind reccive their sight, and the
Jamewalk ; tho lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear; the dead aro
raiscd up, and the poor have the gospel preached unto them.” Dr.
Alexander rather arbitrarily denies that Christ refers to John the Baptist
to this prophecy, and asserts that it can only refer to our Lord's miracles
in a sccondary and general scnse, as form.ng part of tho same prophetic
picture. But it will bo observed that our Lord does not say, [ am the
Christ, and then work certain miracles in proof of his claims; but ho
simply wrought the very miracle mentioned in Isaiah, and then, in the
very words of the prophet, he commands the disciples to tell their master
what they had scen.

9. The miracles of Christ prove his supreme divinity. This proof
flows not so much from our Lord's miracles, considered as works of power,
as from the mode in which they were performed.  While the prophets of
the past dispensation slways said, “Thus saith the Lord,” and the
apostles, under the present cconomy, said, “In the name of Jesus of
Nazareth,! Christ wrought miracles in his own name and by his own
authority. His uniform language was: Be clean—Young man, I say
unto thee, arisc—Lazarus, come forth ; showing that his power was nei-
ther exhausted nor excrted to the utinost ; and manifestly identifying him-
self with that divine being who spake,and creation sprang into existence.
‘The very manner of working shows that our Redeemeris *“ God manifest
in the fleeh 7 and that all power has been committed to him in heasen
and earth” The disciples evidently believed that their master is the
supreme God, and hence, when working miracles, they exchanged tho
Ol Testament formuls, ¢ Thus saith the Lord ;* for «“ In the naimne of
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Jmm of Nazareth,” aml since they were mlod with the HHely Ghom.thoy
could not err.

3 Chriw's miracloa showed the hanevolent charetor of his tmissian
De Wardlaw sunply refers to thia feature of cur Lond's intacies among
othee chareietistica, which he dud net intend to allasirste  Dis impor-
tance will, at leant, olaim f.r it & passing neyee  Jt fe evident that
Chriat ccnld have proved his divine mison by worka wiseh anly showed
the greatness of his power, and 5ot the tepdemere of liin love,  He onukl
have cast a wountaim into the sea, of changed the dry land into & Iake,
ot hrought down fire {rom heaven ; and sorh mighty warks, as ovidences
of power, would have an certainly proted lns divine mission, as cleans-
ing the leper, or rsming the dead  The nuracies of Chriet, therefors, not
oaly desonsitate hus Love to usan working out our tedemplion, hot also
in tho medo 1y which that redemption s aceamphshed.  We liavo a do-
taled acesunt of thirty -three ot our lend's tursctes , while, from many
incidental notices, 1t is evident that the greatest number are only mon.
toned in general terms. After ho had healml thie conturion's servant--
and this 13 but an example of the Innguago that ia repeatedly employed—
1w is sand: + When the oven was come, they broaght unto bim many that
wers possessed with devils 5 asd hie cast out tho spinta with hin wond,
and healed all that were sick.”  Now, what do these numerous miracles
intimate, but that our Redecmer s “ fyll of compassion,” and  planteous
in merey ¢ and that equally 1n nature and i graee, ho ¥ does oseceding
abundantly above all that we can ask or think.”  ‘F'lere is only ono ape
parent exceplion to s statement=—lus cursing the barren fig tree, in
consequence of wlich it withered to the very roots. T'his was, howover
a symbolical warning 1o both Jews and Gentiles, and intimated, in tho'
plamest and most impressive manner, that vengeance should ulumately
overtako oll unfenitful professurs.  Such a miracle was, therefore,
prompted by the purost benevolence; and its object was completely
scrved by boing wrought on an unfecling tree, instead of any sentieng
creature.  “'Fhat hio should have put forth his anger on  tree,” says
"I'rench, in his usually pointed and searching maanner, * tho real objection
lying at the root of this in many minds oftentimes in, that he should have
put forth his anger at all ; that God should evor show himself as A pun-
ishing God; that thero s#hould bo any such thing as the wiath of the
Lamb, as the giving account of advantages, as a dreadful day. Hut see-
ing that such things arc, how needful that men should not forget it ; yet
(hey mighi havo forgot it, as far as the teaching of the miracles went,
but for this one—all the others being miracles of help and of healing,
And cven the severity of this, with what merey was it tempered.  Heo
did not, Jiko Moses and Elijah, make the assertivn of God's holiness and
his hatred of cvil, at the cost of many lives, but only at the cost of s sin-
glo unfecling tree. Hismiracles of mercy were unnumbered, and on men ;
his miraclo of judgment was but one, 3nd on a tree.”

It has been suggosted that Christ's miracles wore also aymbolical of
spiritual cures effected on the soul,  Some have oven gone so far asto
aseert, that he never wrought a miracle on the body without working a
corresponding mizaclo on the soul.  But whether or not thia statemen,
can be proved 1o its full extent, it has mamfemly its foundation in teuth.
There is suflicient cvidence in tho gospols that the cure of discases js
intended to symbolize tho cure of sin—the casting out of devile, tho
destruction of Satan’s ermpire—and the rasing of the dead, that we shall
bo raieed from a death of trespasses and sins, and mado alive together
with Christ.  These facts fully show, that both body and soul are the
objects of our Lord's benevolent care—that he went about continually
doing good.

Dr. Wardlaw, in the soventh chapter of his treatise, gives a shorg
account of rationalisin, mythism, spititualism, and Romanism, in rofers
ence 1o mitacles.  Tho two prominent feedings that Yio at the foundation
of all genuine religion are, a feeling of perzonal guilt and a conscious
nced of redemption. Now the great cffort of the unrenewed heart has
been, in all ages, to deny these doctrines, and to uproot such feelings
from the human heart. In harmony with these represcntations, the
Saviour has heen viewed, not as a propitiatory sacrifice, but as a gifted
teacher, a distinguished refurmer, who came to deliver men from the
bondage of superstition, and elevate our naturs 1o its highest point of
perfectability.  And as the doctrines of the gospel flow from its facts,
these, by a peculiar system of criticiem, were explained away. Accordmg



