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guidanîce are fully asscrted and maintain-
cd in his Iast paragraph.

TH-E DIVINE GUIDANCE.
13V J. B3. GAMBIIELL, D.D1.

One of tlîe ever living, ev'er pres'ent, ever
pî-acticaîl questions of life is, ivill God lead us
througli the inzzes of this .. cirld, or are wve left
10 Our owîîl wisdorn to guide oui- feet in the b.-st
paths ive <.an find ? lIn soine sense inost hs
tians bold to the doctrinie of the divine guid-
alijce. 'Ne pray for it, and nmore or less %vib
il andl expect it ; but il is iii such a ha'ýy way
and %vith sucb limte assuranîce, that ive gel no
practical goocl ouI of the doctrine, evenii llov-
ing tbat it is truc. Hloldin, oni to a sort of relic of
religious faith with varying nioods, every now
and Ilien soinething happens t0 upset us comr-
plelcly. Here wvas a case in %vbich there ivas
mnuch prayer foi- tie divine guidance and yet
everything %vent utîeîly wrong. Not vcry long
since I hecard. a broîber in a carefully prepared
speech speak of a young- sister wvho prayed. for
the divine g-uidance, %vas led to offer herself for
the foreign field and theîî turned suddenly
about and got nîiarried. His iiîfcienc-e ivas
thal ivonmen aie flot t0 expecî God's hand co
lead îlîem int a life %vork.

But t0 corne nearer still, ive bave ail had
experiences ivhich have sent our hecarts anîd
faith do%%îi int oui shoes. 'Ne pîaycd and
%vent about a tliing ivith such hope, ùfnl t<o find
that we w~eie (looiied 10 failure, as il looked to
us, afier ive bad donc our best.

Ilien îo make tlîe casýe %erv' l.xd foi- inost of
us, ive mcclt so often the veriest cranks and
lîeieîics praling lciudly of the divine lcading and
aIl %vith such abbuiîani.e îlîat ou- little f.îith, ail
iliat ive could p)os-silbly claini, gels asbanîmed, of
itsclf, wihile we knoiv for a fact that these vcry
conifident people are ail wvrong. There s littie
ivonder thiat in tlîc conîfusionî and mîist tlie

.average Christian gets veîy niuch iiixed about
the doctrine andI altogether doubîful as to ils
limitations, if îhicîe be aiîy solid truîb in it at
ail.

In tlîe lirnils of a iiewspaper article, it is tiot
practical to ateipt an exhaustive discussioni
of the doctrine. -The mieck %vil] lic guide iii
judgnieîî," and mnany other likze passages seeni
t0 teach "bhat lias alîvays, 10 a clegree, been
bield by the devout. An excellent Bible study
is Ibis question. If one wvill go into il and read
the references carefully aîîd ponder the Scrip-
tures devoutly, lie ivili be airnazed at tlie cvi-
dence furmîîibed thiat God has not lefî us to
find our %vork and oîîi ivay by cur owîî wit.
The teaching is that wlber ive really pray tlie
divine îvîsdoni supplenients bumnan %%isdoi-n,
soînetiliies overrules it, and leads tbe prayer in
a safe patb. safe fron-i the bigher vieîv of the
good Spirit. And tlîe doctrine takes in every-
day affaîrs as ivell as great spiritual concerns.
Let us pause. and tbink a litîle. XVbat a bless
ed doctrine is îlîis !Reader take your Bible
and study il out for yourself. It ivill do you far
nîore good than to have nie îvork it out for you.

The reniainder of mny space must be given
t0 sonie rarks and cautions.

Those %vho profess to have been led to ein-
brace doctrines contrary to the Bible arc flot wG
be believed. Tbey may be, alas 1orne prove
thernselves 10 b li ypocrites. Many of theni laclc
the mnodesty of real faith. They inay mîstalze
feeling for divine leadings. It is Cquite possible
bo make a nustake. Aiiyway we can be sure
that the Spirit does flot say one thing in the
Bible and another in the human heart.

To secure tbe divine leading w~e must divest
ourselves of humnan pex versity. Our- wil1 must
bowv in ready obedience 10 the dlivinle %vill.
Neyer tilI ail hunian wvill has been subdued, our
pur-poses purifled and our hearts miade wilhing
t0 obcy, does tlîe Spirit ralze the lead of our
minds. This cornes to mnost of us in crises
only after much sifting and inany heart aches
and niuch crying out for God.

The spirit in whicb ive reacb out and touch
the divine hand is one of great scîf-abasement
and consequent spir itual exaltation. XW stand
before the Lord and rejoice %vitb trernbling.
The îvhole spirit and bearing of tlîe trusting
seeker aftcr the bea-.,nIy guidance is far ie-
moved froin that chippy, cheery minner so
frequently met with ini those wvho boast great
things in this line.

The nîind unsettled as to the proper tbing,
by.refiection and pi-ayer broughît to poise as it
%vaits for tbe determining influence of the Spirit,
wvill be turned 10 the righît conclusion and then
wvill coine to thu heart the assurance, " This is
tlie way, wvaIk ye in il." The prayer nmay not
be able t0 give a good hurnan reason for bis
failli, but he %,ýill enicîge from the region of
doubt, and know that lie is rigbit. The con-
victioni is invrougbt, like real prayer, in the
heart, aîîd becomnes regnant over the sou].
This impression inay be lost by unifaiitbifulness
or in any of the îvays by w'hich the Holy Spiritmav be grieved. Soinetinies in our- bunan
wveakness ive sink belowv tle sublime posture of
the soul wvhen it receives the deciding imipres-
sion. Such seemied to have been the case wvith
john the Baptist %vhien iii priso.n, and of Elijah
before bun. Next to the mountain is the î'alley
alhvays.

Tbis leads nme 10 niy closing point. Wben
ive have sotîght in faithfulness the divine lead-
ing, felt the impulse of tlie Spirit and gone on
in the fear of God and the fellowvsbip of the
Spirit, ive would allow nio apparent fi1iure bo
shakze our faith or destroy our peace. Johin
wvent Up t0 jerusaleri and preached by the
Spirit-niighty preaching; but lie lost bis life.
That ivas God's wvay. One moment in heaven
wvould repay a thousand strokes of the headc-
man)s ax, and wvhen he fell, il ivas like the fal
of a mightv oak iii tl'e force He brokze the
power of cvil in jerusaleni. His mission ivas
successful, hiis wvorkt ivas donc. No doubt in
the Iighit of eternity nîany of our gîeatest suc-
cesses ivill appear failures, and what ve irept
over as failures ivili fill us w'ith uiispeakable
delight because wve ivili sec hov great ivas
the success.

When ive go out hurnbly trushing God zo lie
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