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meetings, since wvec an appeal to an authiority so ighyi as the

iEditcr. of Ille Guardian, ut lcast as a partiallv plaus;ible pretext.
II, would se1 tflai l'or some lirne past thue general subjeet ofi

revivais lias been frecely discussed il, tlcueiUiifîs oftl:e Guar-dian
by opposing corî'espoPdents, a 111m ber ot* Wilom, probably accus-
tomned to the feelings and farniliar -%vitli the spirit ofý protracted
meeting scenes, appear Io have become wvarmly enriaged, inot to
sav a litule excited and somewhat alarmled in entering full%, upon
a thenme so prolific of internai as well as externial strugglje.
Meantime, the Editor, according to his %vil], maintains a profot und
silence. Letter after Icuter is reccived, somec on one side of tîte
controversy, some ou the other .some ranking thie revivals among
the ' essentials', and somne deniouncing, thcmi as human and inju-
rious expedients ; some placingç, themn far up in the comparative
scale ot blessings, and some opposing themn as the common de-
generacies of Popular evils. Brotherly love at Iast induces the
Editor to express himself upon the slphjcct. H-e does so in a
lengtby article, from which we makie a few extracts:

ceMr. Wesley institutedl ,:ome "4prudential means"' for the promotion of
religion, which are included in the tern Mcîhûd(isn-a name signifying liot
only a system of doctrine, but aýcertain ecc!esiastical economy or regulations
devised and appointed by Mr. Wiesley. These "cregulati ans " are termed
by sorte "1essentials of Methodism," just as the lineaments are termed thie
e-ssentials of the counitenance. Ainon thie "regulaitions" or "essentials"

of Methodism, is no mention of he means ofwichie ie are iowv speaking.
Th -~ok of God flourished under Mr. Wesley and tiie first Methodist

its use. No anc opposing the lately adopted means is thereby opposing
the institutions of Methodism,ý mucli less the institutions of the Gospel.",

Passing over the expediency and prudence of Mâr. Wesley's
prudential means', we clairn the privilege of asking a single ques-

tion upon the above text. If ïMethodistn flourishied under the
mhii*strv of Mr. Wesley, and those who assisted hirn without re-
vivais or revival meetings,and if the Editor- of Ille Christian Guar-
dian believes that opposition to 'prudeutial ne ns' ho con vert, of
a later stamp than those of «Mr. Wesley's, affects rzol the standing-
Of ara, Mkethodisi minister or mrnber, w"hy should our opposition
to these k-ind 6f'1 means' be the cause of so much inveteracy ?

But another extract is better still
"cNext, wve %vould correct a v'iew of the subject which bias been incon-

siderately taken. "cAre we ta liave revivals- of Religioni" somie have said,
"then wve must have Prohracted Meetings." I3efore we proreed ho correct

this mode of priesenting the subjeet, we have somnething ho say on Revivals
tbemselves. The termn "cRevival" lias hecoine a very poputîar word in the
religious world. 'We must therefore be cautiaus neittier to speaii agàilnst the
word or the thing; and we have no intention to do ciher. Whiat does a
revival of religion irply? To revive is to re-live. It supposes lirst living,


