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uherc inisapprehiension, and misrepresen-
t'ation arc se Casy, te have escaped Censure
fri tIicse two quar-tors, is about ais muehi
prssise as -We could reatsonably have -ex-
ilcctedl.

]But te corne to the facts of tisecase. It
is niode te appear in thie Rccorel, that thse
mnain, if not tihe sole, cause of the C>uramdas
doings on Tanna, was to take revenge for
the Iess of cerne trumpcry property belorsg-
img to Mr. Pâton. 15 tWis truc ? 1 aver
thet it is flot : property is valuable -on the
Neiv leblrides, cven thse racst trurpery
kind of it; but wc dIo net value it as aprice
so Isigli as is asscrted in tho Record. la
order te tinder6tand tihe meris of thse ca se>
varions consideraioms munst be takzen into
account. In ordcr to cornprchiend our po-
sition, in order te estimatc tihe criininalitv
of the natives, and thse necessity of influes-

ic: omne punishasient, it is necessery te take
jute accounst the history of chese islundg,
the ctrstorns of thse natives, thse position
scs'upicd Ily those punisired, and thse treat-
aient tisey have raceived both from, Mission-
aries and moen of war. Tanna and Erre-
manga have hand a history pectiliarly tiseir
oivn for tihe hast quarter of a centnry; un-

ý aralleled, I believe, in the Sontis Sens.
or trechery, craelty, ans i murder, ieare become proverbial. Is is of no uls, tfojr

the sake o? crirniaing& othiers, to palliate
tise conduet of the natives. It is of littie
use to sav tisas tlhey iillcd Williamns and
Harris hy nisake,'and that; tseysveregrieved
for it aftervards. ICaxtiai, the raturderer
of I'illialus, is Stil glive, and is ceonsidced
botli by Mi-. Gordon and thse traders, as one
of the moss designing and dangerous men
on thse islnnd, an instigator of ail kirsds of
.rsiscif. To say that tise deatis of thse
0ordons was " the resuilt o? ignorance and
tise misrepresentnrioîîs of wshite men," is a
rçerv incorrect statement: indeed that, mode
of i:ndiscirniinnteiy, cerging ail ivhiite mnen,
a, bcing the, cause of al[ outrages on tisese
iflands, is flot onily unjust to the natives,
but very injurions te alie mission. About
tire years age 1 sav tihe mnurderer of' Mr.
Cordon, and a more impudent, a worse
looking feilowv, I have perhaps neyer seen -
a min npparently fit for any tliing,-. Whoseu
iess was knowvn of tise natives fimese vicws
might have bsean acceptcd; but now they
ait quitce untenable. And it is certainly
Mach botter to look the ciaracter of the
Eatires fairly in the, face, ced prepare our-
îelres accordingly, than allov -ourselves to
lesleceived, whiereso much evlidence is lyîng

ueefs.
In ne island. in the Pacifie, so fer as 1

ktou', have four missionaries heu killed by
thse natives, except on Erromenge. On
Tanna thse restiîts have flot been se tragical;
but in ne island in these scas, so far as
zýwetnberý bas a mission been twice bxok-en

np, and tise miscionaries made te fiee for
thecir 1ives, except on Tanne. First Messrs.
Turner and Nisbet Nvitls their wives wvere
driven asvay from Fort Resolîstion ; suis-
sequcently one o? tie teachiers lefr by tisera
wns msirderedl there; a pars 'y froin Port
Resointion canised the mnsder of tlue Sa-
moan teeciers on Fotuina abiout tise sarn
time. Two mon frora Port Recolution
killed one o? our Aneiterm teachers on
Auiwa, and lefs a second apparently dead.
A chie? o? 'Port flesohution killod )tic of our
Aneiteuran teacisers living witls Mr. r-eton;
et least hoe abued bina se thmat; hz_ dieil of
hie wouinds. It iq ieil knosvn tisat Mr.
Johnstoe>s life wes attempted, and it is
helieved by many that bis death wvas caeic
hy tise shock his nervous system reeeivcel
on that occasion. You ivrote me as tihe
time te tise effeet, that you looked upon
Mr. Joisnston ns being as much a martyr,
as if lie had ftilen hencatis the club, o? tise
savege. But h)e tlat asît5mny,nimrderi was
attempted. It is also well known thes
varions atteunpts svere made on Mr. Peton's
life ; and that, finehly, te seve luis life lie had
tac fiee frein tise isianfi. «Mr. and. Mrs.
Mathoson ladi te do tise serne, and tise liard-
chips they endured in their fliglit lserricd
tiser bots 'te their graves. 1 Snay nothing
o? a white mise who wee kild by a cîsie
of Port Besohution in 1857, or of cwo otiser
whlite men, tihe ene killed and tihe otiser
seriousiy svoundcd et Aniwa, et tihe insti-
gation of Port Resoîntien natives. 1 con-
fine myseif te tise mission ; beceuise 1 know
that the conduet of ail conneeted Nvitis it
was peaceful ; altisougi 1 iseard of ne out-
rage committed hy tîsose white mcn at Port
Resolution.

Se mueis for life ; and aeov qs regards
proporty ; it -%as not §imply a fe-w tlhings
belongimg te Mr. Peton that; %ere lest;
twe mission stations of? neerly four ycars
standing wcre breken rip, containing build-
ings crccted at considerable expense te thse
mission, and -very greait labour te tise mis-
sionaries and teecisers-; besides a consider-
nble amenast of boti mission property ind
private preperty belonging te tise mission-
anc-s; -,ead te obtain possession o? which
wias proisabiy a ehief cause of nsany of thse
ontrages tisas were comraitted. At least it
is now known tIraS on Fate tise chie? -svitli
whom- sisey were living killed thse Raroton-
gar te,,chers, or caused thora te bc kihîcci,

te obtain possession of'the -contents o? thseir
boxes.

But te nnderatend tise sente of Shings et
Pert Resointien, it is necescar y aise te
knew 'tisat the present residents cluere, vir-
tueily serve sisemselves heirs te ail thse
miirders and acte of violence committed
tisere, for tie lest tvecnty-fsve years, both on
Tanna and Erromenge. It is saidi, they
cesmnt on their fingers the number ofpe)ople
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