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where misapprehension and misrepresen-
tation are so easy, to have escaped censure
from these two quarters, is about as much
praise as we could reasonably have ex-
ected.

But to come to the facts of the ease. It
is made to appear in the Record, that the
main, if not the sole, cause of the Curacoa’s
doings on Tanna, was to take revenge for
the loss of some trumpery property belong-
wg to Mr, Paton. Is this true? I aver
that it is not : property is valuable -on the
New Hebrides, cven the most trumpery
kind of it; but we do net value it at a price
s0 high as s asserted in tho Record. In
order to understand the merits of the case,
various considerations must he taken into
account. In order to comprehend our po-
sition, in order to estimate the criminality
of the natives, and the necessity of inflict-
iug some punishment, it is necessary to take
into account the history of these islands,
the customs of the natives, the positien
aceupied by those punished, and the treat-
ment they have raceived both from mission-
aries and men of war. Tanna and Erro-
manga have had & history peeuliarly their
own for the last quarter of a centnry; un-
E‘nrallcled, I believe, in the South Seas.

or treachery, cruelty, and murder, they
arebecome proverbial. Xt is of no use, for
the sake of criminating others, to palliate
the conduct of the natives. It is of little
use to say that they killed Williams and
Harris by mistake,and that they weregrieved
for it afterwards. Kauiaui, the mnrderer
of Williams, is still alive, and is considered
both by Mr. Gordon and the traders, asone
of the most designing and dangerous men
on the island, an instigator of all kinds of
mischief. To say that the death of the

R Gordons was * the result of ignorance and

the misrepresentations of white men,” is a
very incorrect statement < indeed that mode
of indiscriminately charging all white men,
as beirg the cause of all outrages on these
ishnds, is not only unjust to the natives,
bt very injurious” to the missien. About
o years ago Isaw the murderer of BMr,
Gordon, and a more impudent, a worse
loking fellow, I have perhaps never seens
B aman apparently fit for any thing. When
! Itfs was known of the natives these views
might have been aecepted ; but now they
® o quite untenable. And it is eertainly
§ much better to look the character of the
eatives fairly in the face, and prepare our-
selves accoxdingly, than allow ourselves to
tedeceived, where so much evidence is lying
tefore us.

¥ In noisland in the Pacific, so far as I
B know, have four missionaries been killed by
the natives, except on Erromanga. On
8§ Tanna the results have not been so tragical ;
B tut in no island in these seas, so far as I
# zwember, bas a mission been twice broken

up, and the missionaries made to flee for
their lives, except on Tanna, Tirst Messrs.
Turner and Nisbet with their wives were
driven away from Port Resolution ; sub-
scquently one of the teachers left by them
was murdered there; a party from Port
Resolution cansed the murder of the Sa-
moan teachers on Fotuna about the same
time, Two men fromm Port Resolution
killed one of our Anecitenm teachers on
Aniwa, and left a second apparently dead.
A chief of Port Resolution killed one of our
Anciteum teachers living with Mr. Paton ;
at least he abused him so that he died of
his wounds. It is well known that Mr.
Johnston’s lifc was attempted, and it is
believed by many that his death was cansed
by the shock his nervous system received
on that occasion. You wrote me at the
time to the effect, that you looked upon
Mr. Johnston as being as much a martyr,
as if he had fallen beneath the club of the
savage. But be that as it may, murder was
attempted. It is aleo well known that
various attempts were made on Mr. Paton’s
life ; and that, finally, to save his life he had
to flee from the island. Mr. and Mrs,
Matheson had to do the same, and the hard-
ships they endured in their flight hurried
them both tc their graves. T say nothing
of a white man who was killed by a chief
of Port Resolution in 1857, or of two other
white men, the one killed and the other
seriously wounded at Aniwa, at the insti-
gation of Port Resolution natives. T con-
fine myself to the mission ; because I know
that the conduct of all connected with it
was peaceful ; although T heard of no out-
rage committed by those white men at Port
Resolution,

So much for life; and now as regards
proporty ; it wes not simply a few things
belonging to Mr. Paton that were lost;
two mission stations of nearly four years
standing were broken up, containing build-
ings orccted at considerable expense to the
mission, and -very great labour to the mis-
sionaries and teachers+ besides a consider-
able amount of both mission property and
private property belonging to the mission-
arics; and to obtain possession of which
was probably a chief cause of many of the
outrages that were committed. At least it
is now known that on Fate the chicf with
whom they were living killed the Raroton-
gan teachers, or caused them to be killed,
to obtain posscssion of the <ontents of their
boxes.

But to understand the state of things at
Port Resolution, it is necessary also to
know that the present residents there, vir-
tually serve themselves heirs to sall the
murders and acts of violence committed
there for the last twenty-five years, both on
Tanna and Erromanga, It is said, they
count on their fingers the number of people



