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OUR OWN APIARY.

So0IETHING LIKE FOUL BROOD.

FEW weeks ago a neighbor about eight
miles froim here called to say that he
was ruined. His entire apiary (quite a
large one by the wa) vas being ie-

stroyed with foul brood. He described the
appearance of the disease. After listening
to his description for a short time we sur-
prised him by saving that his bees had not
foul brood, yet there was no use trying to
persuade him as lie vas convinced thiat his
entire apiary was doomed in a short tinie.
We explained to hini that foul brood never
existed in a hive without the appearance of
a brown ropy matter after it had remnained
there for a sufficient lengtl of time. Thei
he stated that the dead brood found in sucb
large quantities in bis hives had not been
removed from the cells. Although the cap-
ping of the cells contained a little pin-bole-
as it is called - when the cap was re-
moved hie found the larva or dead bee retain-
ing its shape with the exception of its being
dried up and mucli snaller. After seeing
what we had written in reference to the
matter in our little book on Foul Brood, lie
decided to bring up some of the dead brood
with him for us to examine. Yesterday he
arrived with a lot of his "foul brood," as lie
called it, but his face bore a more cheerful
aspect. He said that he had called to say
that he believed now that we were right,
and- that it was not foul brood, but the mys-
tery to hinm was what constituted it. Per-
haps a description of it would not be out of
place.

In the sample brought there were a large
number of cells containing dead brood. In
some samples not more than one larva in ten
was dead, in others, one quarter of the cells
contained dead brood. The larva dying be-
fore it was capped over, it seemed to dry up

and forii a blackish mîîass of shrivelled i)
larva but wlere it first (ried it seemed to
contain a black waterv substanie whii e-
vaporated in a few days leaving the larva
dry. Tle capped over celis were perforated.
manv of then contained siall holes from
about the size of a pin point to the size of a
pi in head. Where the cappinîg was reioved
the lices seened all dried up. Many of themn
fell to the ground. Some were nearly readv
to gnaw out, so fully were th ey developed.
Others apparently had jtust died, while oth ers
appeared to have beenl dead for somle weelks.
Sone cells contained larve just cappe 1. some
just dead, otliers quite dr He coubl n,, aw-
count for the difficulty but supposei tit if
it were not a contagions, disease that i might
have been caused bv the kind of food that
the bees had eaten ani ted to the laiva. We
made inquiry as to the sources fron ich
pollen and honîqv Vere ceo Jected in his lai-
itv. He could not learn of any iaving beei
gathered that would acconut for the niortal-
ity. Many of the colonies thiat during iruit
bloom were very bad with tlie disease have
almost wholly recovered. Has any person
ever had a similar experience? it Ni as not
chilled, for the iortality was greatest in the
strongest colonies. It is mucl like the dis-
ease described as dead-brood in our little 1Oc.
painphlet on foul brood, but we have never
known a whole apiary to be so affected. It
seens as if the food LInst have lad soie-
thing to do with it.

We ahnost forgot to mention that the col-
onies consistng of queens raised late last fall
were affected much worse than the others.
Whether it is on acconit of their prolificness
or the age of the latter queens he does not
know.
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