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may be given to this young and ardent
fancier.

I hope all our fanciers may send ex-
hibits to the Ontario show, to be held
in St. Catharines. They will find the
fanciers of that beautiful city and vicin-
ity a whole-souled lot of fellows, with a
record for fair play fully established.
I know from the officers in charge that
there will be a large and also satisfac-
tory show in every respect.

The judges are two of our long tried
men, with a 1an new as a judge,
but an old and well posted fancier in
our province, and I have no doubt,
with the addition of Mr. Smelt, the
judging will be done before the last day
of the show, thus giving exhibitors the
advantage of their scores to advertise
their stock.

Right here some may wish an ex-
planation of my position asa director
of the Eastern Michigan Poultry Asso-
ciation, and its coming show in Detroit
at the same date as our Ontairo show.
This clashing of dates I very much
regret, though it is no fault of mine.
The position of director of that show
was never asked for by me, but was
cheerfully accepted when tendered to
me by the association, because 1 was
so very kindly received therc last winter,
a stranger among them. They antici-
pated my every want, and made me
feel perfectly at home, and now being
one of their directors, I should not be
blamed by our fanciers for having the
courage to mail their circulars among
our fanciers. I have never tried to
injure the Ontario, and while 1 expect
to exhibit in Detroit with our American
cousins, 1 al.o expect to be able to
send as good an exhibit to St. Cathar-
ines as I ever sent to the Ontario. I
have sent an exhibit to the Ontario for
the past four seasons, and my past and
present actions should determine ex-
actly where I siand in regard to the
Ontario.- .

Tt is true I have not been in love
with its recent management, especially
last year. I think with the provincial

grant, and the very ‘large entry and
special list, together with a fair pation-
age, that exhibitors should have .been
paid what they were promised on the
premiumn list,

Better have a lower list and pay in
full, than promise more than can be
performed. I am in hopes the recent
lesson may put our exccutive on their
guard, and studiously avoid any recur-
rence of last seasons experience in this
direction. It s better to make haste
slowly than go to fast and get wrecked.

I hope the above remarks may bve
received in the same kindly spirit in
which they are written. They are my
honest sentiments, and written with a
view to the good of the fraternity, with-
out fear or favor. _

Youss trily,
Frank Wixson.
Ingersoll, Nov. 17, ’88.

(We beg to thank Mr. Wixson for his
very kind remarks and good wishes,
and to assure him that they are reci-
procated. Can’t you find time to
write more than once a year, friend,
W. try.—ED.)

HOW PIGEONS GET HOME!

* % % And how do pigeons get
home again? I am not going to ac-
cept the sight theory at any price. That
bird that’you have just let go may be
over a hundred miles from its loft. It
has travelled that disance with you in a
basket under the seat of your compart-
ment. Well, it is true enough he may
circle round a bit after you throw him
up, but he may never have been in this
part of the country before, and it can-
not be, therefore, that he is looking for
landmarks. Hasthe pigeon a compass
in his brain? Animals have instincts,
doubtless, that we can form no concep-
tion of. ¥ * ¥ The wonderful flighis
of Passenger pigcons, scen and so
graphically described by the naturalist

Wilson, give food for thought. But
what peculiar instinct is indicated
in the following statement of Auder-
ton’s concerning these birds? Flock
after flock perform these sameevolutions
which -had been traced, as it were, in
the air by a preceding flock. Thus,
should a hawk have charged upon a
group at a certain spot, the angles, cur-
ves and undulations which have been
described by the birds in their efforts
to escape from the dreadful talons of
the plunderer are undeviatingly followed
by the next group that comes up.
Should the bystander happen to wit-
ness one of these affrays, and struck
with the rapidity and elegance of the
motions, feel desirous of seeing them
repeated, his wishes will be gratified it
he only remain in the same place till
the next group comes up.—Gordon
Stables,iC. M. M. D,, R.N., in Littell’'s
Living Age.

The deficiency of the sight theory to
account for the return of the Howming
or Carrier pigeons was brought force-
bly to our notice a few days since with
some squealers of Mr. Geo. H. Marsh.

He was training some youngsters,
and by mistake the squealers we put
into the basket, taken out to the Mis-
sion, some three or four miles from Mr.
Marsh’s residence ; one returned same
afternoon, the other next morning Now
these two birds had just been moved
from the ground floor to his pigeon
house to the flying loft, and had never
so much as flown around the house.
Will some of our many sight-theory ad-
vocates kindly explain what kind of a
land mark these squealers made for,
and whether the vision that discovered
said landmark was microscopic or tele-
scopic? I am inclined to believe it
was pigeon-scopic. Next \—Califorania
Cackler. H. H. CarrLtON.

RAEBLING THOUGHTS OF A PIGEON
FANCIER.

Continued.
There are two classes of people re-



