LESSON 1IL.—JANUARY 13, 1907.
MAN MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD.

Genesis i., 26; i., 3.
Golden Text,

God created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him.—Gen. i, 2%

Home Readings.

Monday, Jan. 7.—Gen. i, 26; e

Tuesday, Jan. 8.—Gen. il, 8-25.

Wednesday, Jan. 9.—Ps. xiii,, 1-9.

Thursday, Jan. 10—Ps. ve,, 1-11.

Friday, Jan. 11.—Ps. ¢, I-5.

Saturday, Jan. 12.—Isa vl., 5-25.

Sunday, Jam. 13.—Acts xvii.,, 16-31.

(By Davis W. Clark.)

Glenesis is essentially pictorial. It is a ra-
diant panorama. For the end intended, its
scenic method could not have been surpassed.
The motive of the book is to reveal the real-
ity, personality, and power of God: to show
the material universe as an expression of His
mind and a creation of His will; to make
plain to him, man’s own constitution and his
relation to nature and to God. For the pur-
pose to -be conserved the form is singularly
effective. When all is said and dome by way
of criticism, the book will still command Te-
spect. Theories concerning authorship and in-
spiration may be altered or discarded, but

Genesis will never lose its hold upon the uni- -

versal human heart.

/ The most remarkable content of the book is
the thought of God in the creation of man.
he radiant enunciation of this is the rarest
jewel in this casket of gems. It is of prac-
tical and priceless value. With dramatic

vividness the Father of the world is pictured

@s coming to a halt in His creative work. In
the last of the great and long epochs, Me
pauses as if to separate and give gpecial dis-
tinetion to what He is now about to do. The
fact that it is the last in order indicates that
it is pre-eminent and climatical. The change
in the creative formula is also gignificant. The
Jet be’ used seven times is now ¢hanged to
det us make'—it j& the ‘plural of majesty.

It is as if God is solemnly announcing to
Pimself His intention of creating a vicar who
shall visibly represent Himself upon the earth.
A being is now to be made who shall be like
God. One with whom he can commune at
pleasure, and one whao by his Antelligence and
will shall bring everything, animate and inani-
mate, to its best estate. It pleases Him to
create man in a dualism: made and female
creates He them. He ordains their multiplica-
tion and commissions them to ‘have dominion.’
With the solicitude of a father He indicates
the kind, quality, and abundance of food pre-
pared for them. Amd now for the seventh
time God spreads His hands in benedietion
over all His works. In the seventh epoeh there
is gessation from creative work, and God Him-
self gives an object lesson and example of re-
spite from toil. ;

ANALYSIS AND KEY.

1. Genesis pictorial. :

Lffective method:

Po reveal God; the world as His handi-
work, and man’s relation to world
and God.

Theories concerning  Genesis  discarded,
while for substance book is retained.

~ about to-day?

2, God’s thought in man’s creation chief
content.

3. Man God’s vicar.

4. Benediction.

5. Exemplary respite from toils
THE TEACHER’S LANTERN.

ANl that precedes in this story of Creation
is preparatory to man. Separation of” lizht
and darkness, waters above and beneath, cxea-
tion of sun and moon, of life animal and vege-
table, all is an orderly approach to man as the
crown of all. ;

»* » » *

This is assurance of the dignity of man’s-
station and the worth of his being. It is his
coronation at the hand of his creator.

* * * *

What constitutes man’s likeness to God? Tt
can not be anything in physical nature, for
God is Spirit without body. The likeness in-
heres in man’s moral and intellectual faculties.
He thinks, wills, loves. 1his power, not shar-
ed by any other creatures, makes him to ‘lack
little of being God. ¢

» » * -

Comradeship was in the mind of God in the

making of man. God wanted eompany.
» * * *

I ikeness and image’ is simply rhetorie. 1t
is not two different meanings but duplication
of the_same meaning for emphasis.

X » * * *

Man’s dominion over nature was never so
great as at the present day.  With retort,
spectrum, and telescope he is wresting nature’s
secrets from her and subduing her forces to
his use. The universe affords a limitless arena
for man’s skill and prowess.

» » * *

We have to talk of God as if He were a man.
Such is the limitation of language. So the
narrative speaks of God as resting, although
He can mever be weary. His rest was exem-

plary. ‘
C. E. Topic.

Sunday, Jan. 13.—How God’s image is pre-
served in us—or lost. Gen. i., 26; Col. iii, 1-
10. (A temperance meeting.)

On Taking Aim.

You have seen a boy handle a gun so that
you could not tell what he ‘was aiming at.
You have seen another boy with a gun who
was evidently uncertain as to what he ought
to aim at. And you have seen lots of boys
fooling with guns who were not aiming at
anything at all. It is just like this in some
Sunday schools you know. There are teachers
who do their work so that you cannot tell
what they are trying to accomplish. There
are other teachers whose work indicates thab
they are uncertain as to what they ought tg
try to accomplish. And there are still others
who show quite as plainly that they are not
trying to accomplish anything at all. 1t is
not safe to say that if we mever aim at o
thing we will never hit it, but it is safe to

say that a teacher has no business with a .

class who does not know what he is trying to
do, just as a boy has no business with a gun
wwho does mot know what he is aiming at.
There are teachers whose actions make me
as uneasy as a foolish boy fooling with a gun.
You never know what is going to happen. It
is not worth while to assume that if the aim-
less teacher does mo good he will at least do
no harm. ‘What did your teacher talk to you
I asked little Miss Flaxen-
hair yesterday. ‘She told us an awful yarn
about a baby that weighed a hundred pounds,’
said the little Miss. ‘But what did that have
to do with the lesson? ‘Oh, nothing at all;
she replied with a toss of her flaxen head;
‘she just hears the Golden Text and then

talks about anything that comes up’ That

st

THE MESSENGER! 1

aimless teacher is certainly doing no goods
But is she doing no harm?
* * & *

The first thing a teacher needs is a pure
heart. The second is a clear aim. And the
second is as essential as the first. It is nof
enough that a teacher should be goecd: he
must be good for something. He must aim a
something, and he must know what he is aim-
ing at. We need to stop short now and then
and inquire mot only ito the purity of our
hearts, but also into the purity of our purs
pose. What am I trying to accomplish? Am
1 trying to build wup a reputation  for my
clags, or am I trying to build up my class?
Am I trying to win souls, or am [ trying to
win the record for the best attendance? Am
I trying to mould my pupils into the image
of Christ, or am I merely trying to mould
them into an orderly set of pupils that will
give me the name of having the most orderly
class in the school? TIs my heart set upon
the real work of the school, or only upon its
millinery #—Dr. Pell.
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‘Think yourself empty.

‘Read yourself full.

‘Write yourself clear.

‘Pray yourself hot’ —‘Sunday Times.?
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% ¢ more people are edu- %
% cated the more they appreci- %
% ate and - value pictures of %
3 current events — for they %
3 contribute delightfully at a 2
% glance to a still further edu- %
% cation. :§
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¢  The less people are edu- 1%:
& cated the more they appre- &
& ciate and value pictures, be- %
.
§ cause they tell them at a %
2 % Y D
& glance of interests of which ‘?
& they cannot or perhaps will £
> - .,
% notread. Thatiswhy they &
> . o . o
& please and instruct the chil- %
-« <
& dren. 3
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3 Everybody likes pictures X
3 and no home should be with- §
. . 2 om .
4 out its picture paper. ~The 3
& cheapest and best is the &
¢ ¢ Canadian Pictorial.”” It &
contains over a thousand in- &

ches of pietures and costs
about a thousand dollars each
issue.
Only ten cents a copy.
One dollar a year.
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Trr Prororian Purusming Co'y,
142 St. Peter St., Montreal.,
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Or JOHN DOUGALL & SON, Ageats,
“witness’ Bullding, Montreal,
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S w ARN' NG NOT‘OE The very advantageous terms on which we were enabled to offer ‘Messenger’
=Lt : SNFE== | subscribers the ‘Canadian Pictorial and the ‘Northern Messenger’ for one year
for only seventy-five cents are about to be withdrawn by the Pictorial Publishing Company. As already indicated, the low price of
the ‘Pictorial’ was for introduction purposes merely. We therefore give notice that after January 15th the price for the ‘Northern
Messenger’ and the ‘Citnadian Pictorial’ for a year each will be -one dollar for the club. BEPTER TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 75
%ENC’II’ RATE WHILE 1T LASTS. Address all subscriptions to John Dougall and Son, publishers of the ‘Northern Messenger,” ‘Witness’
uilding, Montreal. 2 . ;



