
The Alljs and thei?, Avalanches.15

felds of ice are the source of rnany of the larger rivers that
W1ater Europe.

Anothier inighty feature of this woniderftil inountain region is
its avalaniches, wvIii occur very frequeiitly, their roar at the
base of the Jungmfrau being almost inicessanit. Tliere are at least
fouIr kijnds of avalanchbes known anrnug the Alps :the rolling,
the slidiuig, the drift, ani the glacier avalaniches. Tie glacier

alniis onily a piece of looseiied ice w'iîiclî cornes rishiin
toWl Ue declivity, with a nioise like thunider, to be sure, but is

%ParativeIy lbarrnlcss, as it is getierally brokeni iii srnall pieces
ue rok it nieets in its descenit to the valleys. Tie inost

0' f the slides is tiie rolliiîg avalanchbe. Soinietiînes, in the

clin,tD in tlie soft thawy weatlit-r, tbe daînp grains of sniow
15 irn-11Y to-etiier aind forin inito liard balis. Wheuever one

tiiese bai 5 becoines lieavy enougli, it begins to move slowly
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