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Tlhis conclusion wiil receive additional confirmation if wve look at the ternis in
whiclî tihAe hai covenant, is exprcssed. Without, refcrring to any prior
commuitnication of God to the Palriarci ive quote the words of Gen. xvii. 1.
Il! ain tfie Aiinighlt)y God ; wva11 before me, and bo tbou Iperfect.. llcrù wO

Ila-ve, first, the covenant relatfoni wvhich God, in greait conidescension and love
places hliniseif toward His servant ; and next, the corresponding duty - he IiiciM
requires of lis servant. Tie feov ýwords that intimate the relation in 'vhich God
places llimseif to Abraham are pregnant ivitli all those bles;sings wvhicih at sub.
sequent, developnients of the èovena8nt wvere more fuilly and specifically expressed.r
IlI arn to thee God Almigit,.Y-tlîe inexhaustiblo, because infinite, repository of
ail needed blessings." "tWisfloin, righteousness, sanctification, redemptionil
are ail included. AÂnd in making over tlise blessings to, bis servant, God
r-equires of 1dmi an entiro consecration of hecart, a preti.ea sincere, earnest
and constant wvalk. * Who dees inot reeognize here the grand and essential
features of' the covenant of grace ? Alrnighity suffirciey is stili mnado over on
the one band, and evangelical obedience required on the other.

We pass by ether texts whieh -ve wvould like to have noticed if space per.
niitted, indob.erve that, what is comnionly called the Sinaitie covenant, or the
covenant of pecuiafirity, madeý -vith the people and nation of Israel four hiundred
and tluirty years afterward, did not and could flot disannul this covenant.
(See Gai. iii. 17.) By fiiith in the promised sed, in whom ail nations were te
bo blessed, and by that alone, could men be justified, even under the Mosaic
dispensation. But this dispensation, %vith the peculiarities of its ceremonial
institutes, was chosen by Ged la the mode of administering the covenant best
adlapted. to, the existing éondition and circumstances of the Clîurch. We would
refer the reader to a careful perusai of the thîird chapter of the Epistie te the
Galatians in this connection.

From tirne te, ime the substance of tlîis covenant was r.epublisbied te the
Ohnîrch. (Seo Deut. X, 13.) Jeremiali foretelîs a ime when God will enter inte
"la newv cevenant" ith the house of Tsraei and tie lieuse of Judali. (Jer. xxxi,
81-34.) And the Apostie Paul informs us, that it is under the Chiristian
dispensation that tais covenant, w'hiciî lie contrasts with the Sinaitic cevenan 1
shall bc entered into. But thougli both the Prophet and the Apestle speak ef
tufs bitter-day covenant as "Ia new covenant," -ve find, upon examinatien, that
it is new ia respect flot of iLs esscnce, but of its administration. It is substan.
tially the covenaüt made with Abraham. It is the very .covenant wvhich Ged
enters into wiLh every believer. (2 Cor. vi, 16-18.) Its glorieus and aIl cern-
prehlensive provision is, Il1 'viii bo te thiem a God, and they shial be to me a
people," wvhich includes ail that is said about "lthe lawv of God befng vritten
upon their heart," Ilbeing merciful te, their nnrighteousniess," &c.

From ,whatlins nc>w been advanced, iL is clear that the covenant made with
Abrabam wvas the coveidnt of grace. This is corr-oborated by the statements of
the New Testament, that Ilit ivas confirmed of God in Christ,"-that believers
as such areAbraham's seed-Lhat hoe is the father of ail that believe, clearly
indicating bis faiLli in God's promise made in the covenant of grace..

*WVe have ne'v te prove that as circumeisioni the sign and seàl of the covenant,
-was under the Old Testament administered te, infants, who werc tIns recogtnized
as within it 's bonds, se baptism, which under the New Testament occupies the
same relation te the covenant of grace, and, takes theplace of'.thé former- erdi-
nance, iste, h4 administered upon the same-principie, to, the sanie class. of'indi',
viduais.

Circumoision is called by God (Gen. xvii, Ili) "la token ofthe.coveiaint,"-thaàt
is, a sigui,. seul, or assurance on tIe one hand of the certainty of tIe blessings
promised by God, and inciuded in the tod i vl be a God ztntoýtkee, icj.y


