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due examination, and producing pro-
por vouchers of their having been
initiated into a regular lodge, and he
'will prove faithless o his vow if he
allow the somewhat loose system of
1odern avouchinent to prevail under
‘his adminigtration.

The simplest announcement of Bro.
A, vouclued for, it a vory frail warrant
for the admission of a person we have
mever seen or heard of before o a par-
ticipation inourmysteries. 'We shaquld
know who is his sponsor and on what
grounds he assumes that responsi-
bility. It is the undoubted right of
every brother in good standing to
vouch for gnother, but it is equally
the duty of the Master to be satisfied
that this important privilege has nof
been lightly exercised, before accept-
ing it. There are so many ways in
whioh the best-intentioned brother
may be deceived, that there should
prevail & wholesome caution in ac-
cepting any but the mest irrefragable
testimony. The brother who vouches
should know for & certainty that the
ons for whom he vouches is reslly
what he olaims to be. He skould
know this, not from a casual conver-
sation, nor s loose and oareless in-
quiry, but from strict trial, due ex-
amination or lawful information,
these being the three requisites which
the landmarks have laid down as be-
ing essentially necessary to sathorize
the act of vouching, .

The constitution of 1788, provides
that you are ‘‘cautiously to examine
him (a fcreign brother or stranger),
as prudence shall direat, that you
may not be imposed upon by & pre-
{ender, whom you are to reject with
decision, and beware of giving him
any hints; bat if you discover him fo
be true and faithfal, you ars to re-
speet him as & brother.” By striot
trial, is meant tha$ no question or
snswer that may be reguired fo con-
vincs you that the person examiuned
is what he claims to be, should be
omitted. Yon can carefully take
nothing for granted, nor allow short-
ness of msmory fo fill up an incon-

venient blank. If the would-be visif-
or has paid so little heed to his first
instructions, or so little attemtion to
the claims of the fraternity as to be-
come rusty, he must go where he ig
known for the information he re-
quires, and be disappointed if he
expeots to pick it up from an examin- .
ing brother or committes. In thia
we would be understood as referring
to those impertant matters that are
indispensible, and not to some of the
minor details, that only a bright
Meson could be expscted to have ws
his finger ends.

The particalars of an examination
cannot, of course, be detailed here;
but we may say, in generel terms,
that the errors or inadvertencies of
the visitor should not be corrected,
foy that would be giving him the hint
wg are warned against. With an
aged brother, or one who has long
been debarred the privileges of the
oraft, by jeurney or sickness, patience
is to bs commended. If he has ever
received the true light, the spark,
though dimmed, will eventnally
brighten up by his own unaided en-
deavors, and one such {rial will al-
ways serve to remind him of the ne-
cesgity of keeping his treasures
wahere he can find them when want-
ed.

But it is not so muoch from any
ourelessness inregard to examinations
that we have to apprehend danger, a8
from the uncertain application of the
third poirt in the landmark referred
to—that is, lawfal information. The
Tyler’s voncher is very often an un-
eertain gnide; for he may be deceived
by great similarity of personal appear-
ance, or from a certain conviction of
having seen the person applying some-
where, and hence jumping to the con-
clu don that it was in a lodge; or the
Tyler may have known that a person
was & member of a lawful lodge, buf
not that he had since been put ander
disoipline; other instances could 13
cited, -were it not that they will
readily suggest themselves to the
brethr-a.




