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known wool merchant that thirty years ago he had
often bought 10 a single season more wool from
farmers’ wagons i Hamatton, than could now be
bought on the whole railway line from Niagara to
Windsor!  And it was the same alt over.  Lattle
villages in almost every part ot Western Ontano
would then turn out from hive to seven carloads of
woul 1n three days, that now scarcely show a sack
for sale,  And yet it will scarcely be attirmed that
farmers are more prosperous to-day than they were
tharty years ago.  ‘T'he reason of thus falling off in
the wool supply is that Government and every
other sort of encourapement has been given to al-
most evervthing the farmer raises except sheep,
The useful, profitable sheep bas been given the
go-by.  Of course, the conditions of the wool trade
have changed from what they were thirty years ago.
These conditions should be understood.  Certain
sortsof woolatendemand in Canada, others are not.
What 1s wanted 15 a systematic education of our
stack breeding classes in the sorts of wool that are
most profiable to rase, and the sorts of breeds of
sheep that are best itted to produce these wools.
The Government s the proper institution to carry
out tius educational work, and the Government
should undertake itatonce,  Every year thatthisas
not done means a tremendous loss to the revenue
of our people.

But we have said enough on this matter for one
paper.  We shall return to the subject again and
again.  QOur heatt is in it

Government Aid to Live Stock Breeding.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach, has been making a speech in Eng-
land, in which he has given utterance to a Gov-
ernment  pohicy which we believe to be one we
ought to come to here, and the sooner so the
better.  Sir Mirhael remarked very forcibly that
the day for raising wheat in England had passed,
but that stock-rasing was an industry in which no
foresgner could beat an Englishman.  The future,
therefore, of the British farmer depended upon the
live stock of the country, and Sir Michael mam-
tained that « was the dury of the Government to
foster the ive stock mmdustry by cvery means in
their power.  Lhey bad aiready dune somettuny,
both n Great Britain and o Ireland, n the pro-
moting of ¢ breeding of horses, but he believed
that sumicttung shouid be done 10 promoting the
breeding of owher classes of stock.  LEvery word of
Sir Michaet's remarks applies with as much force
to Canada as to Britain.  Qwmng to foreign com-
petiiun the day for wheat growing 1n Canada, as
an mpurtant industry of the country, is past.  But
foreign competttion, while 1t may lower the prices
of ulerior stuck and infenior classes of meat, has
not, and will nut for many years, affect the prices
of the best classes of stuek.  The Canadian farmer,
like the Lnglish farmer, 1s a born stock-breeder.
The hope of the country, therefore, lies 1n the
improvement of the uality of the Lve stock it
produces. I bat amprovement can be greatly
promoted by government assistance.  In precisely
the same way as our cheese industry and our butter
industry have been bLuilt up, so shiould vur stock
industry be Luidt up. There ate two ways by
which government assistance can effect wnprove-
ment an this matter: First, by making it possible
for purc-bred sires in all dlasses of stock to be
generally avaidable 1o every district of the country
where therr use would be benehicial ;) second, by
making 1t easy tor vur meat products to be placed
upun the Eoghsh markets in the Lest possible
conditivon.  Qur Dosinion Guvernment is doing
a very great deal towards carrying out the second-
natmed means of help. Buat the first-named means
nas hitherto been untried, and yet it is the begin-
mng of the wourh of smprovanent, the first step,
without wiich improvelnent on any large scale
will be impossible.

Canadian Catttle in the United States.

The new United States tanff upon cattle 1s as
follows: On caulg less than one year old $2.00 a
head. On all other cattle (except pure bred caule
- {or breeding, which are frec), if not valued at more
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than $1.4.00 pur bead, $3.75 per head , if valued at
more than 14 per head, 277, per cent. ad valorem,
Ihe oid duty averaged about $1.50 a hiead. The
uew [hngiey Bul duty ranges frum $4.00 tu $6.00
a head.

Notmithstanding the predictions that the Dingley
tanfl would <ut off the export of Canadian cattle
to the United States there has been so far no sign
of their fuliilment,  "The recent sales of Canadian
cattle in Buffuio have been larger than at any
previous time since the removal of the quaranune
regulations last fall.  In the week ending Sept. 4
the receipts at Buffalo were over 8o car loads, and
since that date the shipments to that market from
Toronto and other Canadian markets have been
cqually bulky. While 1t s regrettable that vur
Canadian farmers have to lose the duty that the
Dingley Bl amposes (for our export is scaicely
targe enough to make it otherwise), still this con-
unuous brisk sale of cattle means a brisk move-
ment of money among our cattle nroducers, which
in atself is a good thing.,  But we should like to
bie able to chromicle an equally brisk sale of Cana-
dran cattle for export to England, but our Lnghish
trade in cattle 1s as yet in an undeveloped conds-
tion.  The great attraction ol the Buflalo market
1s 1ts nearness, its quickness, and s freedom from
risk. About two-thirds of the Canadan cattle
sold in Buffalo are smid to be sent there by the
origimal owners, or else by small dealers who could
not operate in transatlantic speculattons,  Never-
theless the Dingleytax of about $5 a headisa heavy
penalty to pay for access to a near and hvely
market, \We hope soon, therefore, to be able to
chromicle the fact that our government 1s doing
something to practuically encourage our meat trade
with Great Britain, for only by seling in Great
Britain can we escape the payment of the toll
which the Dingley Bill imposes on us.

Growing Popularity of the Hackney.

The hackney is gaining in favor everywhere.
Ireland has been for years almost a preserve for
the thoroughbred.  Irish hunters are known for
their excillence the world over; but stll there
are many Insh farmers who cannot produce hunt-
¢rs profitably and who would like to be able to
use a breed of stallions that would produce fairly
good carriage horses.  They have wished to be
able to use the hackney, but heretnfa e all govern
ment and official encouragment has been given to
the thoroughbred. ‘This year, however, at the
show of the Royal Dublin Society (a show remark-
ably successful Lecause of the attendance thereat
of the Duke and Duchess of York), a class for
hackneys was introduced, and it 1s sad that when
the hackneys were heing judged three times the
number of people congregated at the ring that were
present at any time when the thoroughbreds were
beng judged.  This shows that people recognize
the hackney as a good harness horse.  This year,
also, five vut of the twelve commisstoners appointed
to enquire into the condition of the horse breeding
industry n Ireland reported in favor of Govern-
ment recogmtion of the merits of hackneys, instead
of this recognition going as formetly exclusively to
thoroughbreds.  The argument is that tor one
man who can use a thuroughbred profitably ten
can use a hackney profitably ; and that it is quite
as right to help ten men to get say $25 increase in
the price of the horses they raise as it is to help
une man to get aninciease of say $250 in the
price of the horse he raises.

Lessons of the Swine Plague.

The ternble swine plague that has been ravaging
through the middle Siates this past year has made
one defimte impression upon swine-breeders, and
the breeders ot all other sourts of stuck as well,
that i1s,that cleanhness s the all smportant condition
of health n stock-raising and stock-keeping. The
cause of hog cholera is a bacterial germ which has
ws onginan flth.  This germ s reproduced in filth,
and 1t1s carried about trom place 1o place as filth 1s
carried about.  One frequently disastrous means of
distnibuting the germ is water.  ‘The water from a
filthy pig-yard 1s allowed to get into the well or pool

of water of which the swine are expected to drink.
If any cholera germs are about, they are sure to be
transnutted in this way intothe systemsof theanimals
that drink of the water.  T'he only water that cattle,
sheep, swine or horses should be allowed to drink
15 water as pure as that which man would drink.

Three Points in Swine Raising.

Zhe Swwine Breeders' Journal in discassing the
tendency of hogs to disease says that there are three
things that the expericnee of the past two years has
cphatically impressed upon the swine man: (1)
The absolute necessity of caution in changmy fiom
one diet to another; (2) the absolute necessity of
using nothing hut the purest water as drnkug water
for the swine ; and (3) the absolute necessity of pro-
tecting swine from the injurious effects of dust. The
flrst necessity has been generally recognized, if not
acted upon, by the progressive swine-breeder for
some time. The second necessity the ravages of the
late plague have brought hometothemindsof breed-
ers in a way that will not soon be forgotten.  Bwt
the third necessity is not so generally recognized
as the other two, and yet it is as requisite a condi
tion of good health as either of the others.  Swine
should not be allowed to wallow in dusty pens,
fence corners, or straw stacks. Whenever they
sneeze it should be taken as evidence that some
thing is wrong.  In swine-breeding, clean sleeping-
places are an indispensable necessity.

Unprofitable Dairy Cows,

The average annual milk per cow in the United
States is 3,00c lbs, instead of the 6,000 lbs. it
ought to be. The average annual butter product
of cows kept for making butter is 125 Ibs.
instead of the 300 Ibs. it ought to he.  Only one-
third of all the cows kept for dairy purposes yield
any profit whatever. ¢ Is it any wonder then,” asks
Loard's Dasryman, “that there is a need to keep
constantly preaching the gospel of better cows ?”
In Canada the average yield per cow is somewhat
Latier. Tt is estimated to be 3,400 lbs. of milk
per annum.  ‘This, howe er, is 2,600 Ibs, less than
what it oughtto be. The farmer who does not
kecp a strict tally of what b s cows produce at the
pail to see that none fall below the standard
needed for profit is losing money.

The 1llinois Anti-Color Oleo Law.

We regret to learn that the oleo-margarine
people of Chicago are putung up a big fight tn
destroy the law recently enacted agamst colorning
oleo-marganne to lovk hke butter. 'T'he fight 15
not against the constitutionality of the law as such,
but against the actual passing of the law on the
ground that owing to an formality 1t was illegally
put through the Icgislature. The butter men are
very indignant agast this procedure, and in the
the meantime are determmed to press the law
aganst all infractors of 1t, whether manufaciurers,
wholesale dealers, or retatlers.  1n the end, should
they prove victorious, they will have given the law-
breakers a lesson in morality they will not soon
forget. The butter-makers of Canada should he
very thankful that there 15 no “olco” 1o fight
against in this country,

The Value of a Reputation.

The most valuable possession that a dealer can
acquire—who sells his goods to distant buyers ~is
reputation.  Reputation is hard to get, when once
got i1t may casily be lost ; and when once lost 1t 3s
almost rmpossible to be gut a second time.  The
English cheese market offers some good illustra-
tions of the soundness of this law. The Amencans
lost their hold on the English market fur cheese,
partly because for some years they wade poor
cheese. They are niow trying hard to win their
reputation back again. But the answer of the
British buyer is: “ We want our cheese as solid
as a board. We know what your cheese is—it is
full of holes.” Wisconsin 1s one of the best dairy
States in the Union ; and Wisconsin is trying hard
to secure a goud reputation for herself ; and she



