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samo plan as with the definitions, &c., The
fecl tho truth of cach statement in tho proof. Ia the discussion that
followed it was pointed out, (1) That it would be found a good way in
boginning Euclid, to teach only those definitions, &c.,needed in tho first
roposition, and then the first proposition itsclf and 8o on. (2} That the
Hig ioat educational value of Euclid was in the pupil having su wwmpleto
a knowledge of cdch proposition that he shoulil Lo able mentally tu picture
to himsolf tha construction, and each step in the demonstration, without
the aid of a diagram. This power of abstraction was too frequently
noglected. Mr. A. B. Davidson, B.A., of the Ottawa Coll. Inst., read
a very suggestive paper on ** Tho Educational Value of Political Geo-
raphy.” Ho pointed out, (1) That the text book now generally-used was
%ittfo more than a compilation of names, that a large number of these
names wero nover mot with outside & geography, and that they wero
brought before the student in tho least interesting way, with little or
nothing to awaken thought. (2) That tho departmental examination
papors were generally so framed as to put a premium on learning mero
names, and ** nothing more." e xaid that nearly all the names neces-
sary to bo learned could be made #r ‘e around which valuable historical,
social, political, or scientific information might be grouped. He advo
cated that more study should be given to physiography, and the impor
tant deductions as to products, &ec., to bo drawn therefrom, The paper
recoived the hearty approval of the Association, Mr. Smith Curtis read
n paper on ‘‘ Mason's Grammar.” Mr. Curtis, while ndmittin% its mave
.clentific treatment of gramunar than perhaps any other book of the samo
size, pointed out (1) That inspito of its boasted superiority in the correct-
ness of its definitions, that many of-these definitions werevery faulty,
(2) That most cf tho definitions were too technical for a school book. (3)
That many of tho conclusions respecting certain constructious, were at
variance with the Jefinitions and with the lino of argument followed by
Mason in analogous cases. (4) Thatin the edition specially issued for usein
}())ublic schools, the practical np?licntion of principles wasentirely ignored,
n concluding his paper, Mr. Curtis inoved, seconded by Mr. Jno. Munro,
Head Master of Central School West :——(1) That Mason’s Grammars, on
account of thei cechnicality and omission of practical aﬁplimtion of prin-
ciples aro utterly unsuitable for use in our public schools, (2) That gram-
mar should be subordinated to composition in our public schools, and
that after reading, arithmeticand writing, composition should occupy
the chief place, so that no pupil who attends school, a reasonable timne
will be unable to conduct ordinary business in writing in a proper manner.
After an ammated discussion the first resolution was voted down ; the
second ono was carried unanimously. Second Day: —Miss McLardy, Head-
mistress of Ottawa Ward School, had a class of little girls in attendance,
and gave a most interesting ** Object Lesson.” Miss McLardy's efforts
met with the warm encomiums of the Associaticn. Mr. E, D. Parlow,
Head Master of the Boys' Model School, explamed hus methsd of teach-
ing *“Map Drawing.” He illustrated his remarks by means of geveral
clegant maps which ho drew upon the blackboard. Mr. Parlow’sremarks
cannot fail to aid in populanzing this method of teaching geography,
among the teachers who heard him. Mr. €. Campbell introduced the
subject of * Superannuation,” but the di.:ussion was cut short for want
of time. It was resolved to hold a special meoting to consider the ques-
tion. The clcstion of officera then took place. Mr. A. Smirle, Bead
Master of Central School Eust was clected president. At a special meet.
ing held to consider the subject of Supcrannuation, the circular submitted
by the Legistative Coramitkee of the (1t. Teachers’ Association, wag dis-
cussed with tho following results :—C..suses one, two, three, seven, eight,
sccond part of nine, second part of ten, twelve and thirteen, were
gdopted as they were. Clause four was amended by substituting the
following :—*¢ Each person enumerated in clause two as entitled to a re-
tiving allowance, shall comply with the conditions of clause three for
cach yoar of his or her service,” Clause five was amended by substitut-
ing tho following :—** That, since hiﬁh school teachiers, inspectors, sep-
arate school teachers and female teachérs, now 11 the profession, have not
been compelled by any previous Act to pay anything into the superan-
nvation fund, it shall remain optional with them whether they shall do
80 or not for the period of service alveady completed at the passing of
this Act.” The first part of clause nine was amended so that the recip-
ient of a retiring allowance shall receive one-fiftieth o1 s average salary
for each I\;oar during which Ye has contributed to the fund. The first
part of clause ten was amended so that the recipient of a pension on ac-
count of disability, shall present himself cach year before either a high
school inspector or a gublic school inspector.  Clauso cloven was amend-
ed by substituting * five years” for the *‘ten years > mentioned in it.

Sourir Essex.—The convention of teachers in South Essex, was held
in Kingsville, on the 8th and 10th of June. The president, Mr, D. A.
Maxwell, IP.S., took the-chair at 10 a.m. Devotional exercises were
conducted by Mr. Geo. E. Wightman and Mr. B. M. Brisbin, B.A.,
after whiclithe minutesof tho previous meetin{; were adopted. Tho ex-
erciscs of the first day were conducted by G. W.
in his happy way discussed’ Reading—how to teachit,” * School Rou-
tine," ¢ §chool anagement,” and *The Teacher's Decalogue.” In the
evening & large and appreciative audicnce- assembled in tho Mothodist
Church to listen to Mr. Ross's able and eloguent lecture on ** The-Intel-
lectual Facultics.” It is not at all flattering to say that this lecture was
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an ablo cflort, Excellent readings woro given by Misses Lows, Hon-
mx(nlg and Watkins. Solos by Miss McDonald and A. A. Ross, Eeq,,
| 8 anthems by tho choir of the Methodist Church, On the second day
j the President road a dopartmental communication in regard to the Su-
perannuation Fund.  Kach clause was taken sersarsm, and the whole
schomo rojovted, It was upanimously agreed to recommend that the
phisent schemo bo cuntinued, oxcopt that poiymouts should bo optional,
houghtful cssays wero read by Mr. B, M. Bristun, B.A., on ** Tho
Teacher," and Mr, A, Dorsott, on ‘ How to Conduct & Recitation.” A
very bittor and scurrilous attack having been made through o local nows-
peper, on the Inspector, tho teachors present with two exceptions, signed
a memorial expressing entiro corffidence in the Inspector, and endorsing
‘his management of educational affairs in the county. It was resolved to
resume ‘* Uniform Monthly Examinations,” and & committco was ap-
pointed to prepare the quostions. It was deemed advisable to continuo
the Promotion Examinations as at present, viz.: The Inspector propares
the questions, the teachers examine the answers of the pupils and send
to the Inspector tho papers of all pupils who have mado 50 per cont, of
the total marks attainable, and 25 per cent. on Reading, Spelling, Arith-
meticand Gramnar respectively ; the Inspzctor re-examines these papers
and confirms or rejects the proniotion.  Toall pupils promoted certificates
aro gn'on The officers_for tho ensuing year arc:—D. A. Maxwell,
LP.S., President ; Miss J. Henning, Vice-President; Geo. E, Wight-
man, See.-Treas. 5 Mesars. Long and Pearco, Auditors. It was decided
to continue Local Conventions, also to furnish each teacher in the Inspec-
torate with the Cax¥apA Scioot. JOURNAL.

‘REVIEWS.

A Brier HisTorRy oF ANCIENT PROPLES, WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR
MoxuatenTs, LITERATORE AND MANNERS. 328 pages, 18 maps and
218 ilustrations. A. S. Barnes & Co., New YorA and Chicago.
1881,
This is an admirable book, thoroughly adapted to the class-room, solid
yet nowhere dry, condensed yet far inore than a chronological skeleton.
The style is graphic and, the foot notes abound in anccdotes. Boys will
sit down and read it by the hour for entertainment, while the general
reader will find fascinating chapters on the social condition of the peo-
ple, scenes from real life, and the resultsof recent criticism and discover-
ies briefly and attractively brought before him. The **drum and trum-
pet” theory is abandoned now-a.days, and we welcome this volume
most cordially. The pronunciation of all proper names would be an

improvement.

Ovur LitTLr Oxes. —Just the right thing for our juveniles. The se-
lections aro appropriate and beantifully illustrated ; the type is large
and clear. Published monthly by the Russell Publishing Co., Boston.

SiLver Cyapars.—This is a series of seven books, comprising a sclec-
tion of sacred and secular songs, anthems, glees, part-songs, national
and temperance melodies, and sacred choruses, in the Tonic Sol-fa nota-
tion, suitable for the different classes in public and private schools, and
arranged in two-part, three-part and four-part harmony.

SiLver BucLes is a similar series, containing pieces suitable for
marching exercises, & To those who understand this admirable and
attractive method of reading music at sight, both these series contain
much that will please them ; while home and school can bemade joyous
and happy by cheir use. For boys and girls who have learned the Sol-
fa notation TuE Soxc ScHooL, or *“ chord by chord * method of learning
to sing from the old nota:tion forms a ready stepping-stone. The price
of theso bouks, one penny each, is a marvel of cheapness. Published by
Moffatt & Paige, 28 Wnrwick Lane, Paternoster Row, London, Eng.

- LovELL's GAZETTEER OF BRITISH NoRTH AMERICA is before us, a
neatly-bound multum in parve. Jt contains the latest aud most authen-
tic descriptiqns of over 7,500 cities, towns, villages and-places in the
Dominion, besides giving general information drawn from official sources,
as to thenames, locality, extont, &e., of over 2,300 lakes and rivers. It
is edited by Mr. P. A. Crossby, and is catefully and creditably eompiled,
Whother to expand a person’s geogrephical knowledge of the country:;
tu ascertadi. the mineral resources, manufectures, industries, &c.,.in the
different localities ; or to find out the shortest routes of travel, the
Gasetteer i3 & porfoct <*enquivo-within,” No office is complete without
it.
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