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In its mechanical prcparation this vork
seens to be all that could be desircd, and if
a book of Grcek and Latin derivatives could
be called a "Manual of Etymology," wc
would perhaps have comparatively little to
complain of. Of course therc would still rc.
main the fact that the quotations, illustrating
the use of the words, are almost 'xclusivcly
taken from American authors, and not alvays
fromthe maslersofexpression in the language;
moreover, wc may prcsumably bc pardoned
for objecting to a running fire :f sentences
which illustrate quite as fully the hostility of
a certain section of the American people to-
wards Britain, as they do the just employ.
ment uf words. Nor arc the examples select.
cd always inodels of propriety. In the vork
before us the historical development of the
English language i. ignored altogether. All
we have even of the Anglo-Saxon clement is
a short, inaccurate list of Anglo-S ýxon pre-

fixes, and a few suffixes introduccd among
the Latin oncs, no hint bcing given as to
which arc Latin and which Anglo-Saxon.
The " Manual" was "entcrcd according to
Act of Congress " in the ycar r879, and yet
publis/ and fniik arc considered to have the
same suffix as blackis and boyish. The book
has some good fcatures ; in the classical words
the stress is indicated by an accent or with
marks of quantity, an advantagc for those
who know but little of the Classics ; the idea,
tou, of giving examples of the employment of
wuids i. goud, though wc may have our own
opinion of the quotations themselvcs. The
work wuUld be useful in supplying lists of
words derivcd from Latin and Greek, but it
must be uscd with caution, and vcrified in
every doubtful case. Like so many other,
the book betrays an almost total lack of
special preparation for the work, which an
EtymaIogist rcquircs. A good knowledge of
the Classical languages, and a superficial
study of Anglo.Saxon, will not suffice to illus
trate the niceties of words or to explain their
origin.


