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whether the measu ement was made by the Las-
carg themselves, or by some trust worthy Earo-
pean. A correspondent of the Idinburgh Liter-
ary Gazottee has told, with every appearancs of
life-trath, a thrilling story of an encounter which
he bad with an cuormous boa oo the bauks of &
river in Guiana. A wuked, 83 he lay in his boat,
by the cold touch of something at his feet, he
found that the serpent’s mouth was in contact
with them, preparing, as he persumed, toswallow
him feet foremost. In an instant he drew him-
gelf up, and, grasping his gun. discharged it fuil
av the reptile’s head, which reared into the air
wita a horrid Liss and terrible cootortions, and
ihen, with ovae sirukie of his paddles, shot up the
streamn beyond reach. On arriving at lus friend'’s
house, it was determived to seek the wyunded
serpent, and several armed negroes were added
to the party. Lhey svon fouud the plice whers
the crushed and bluody reeds told of the receat
adventure, and proceeded cautiousiytoreconnitre.
Advancing, thus about 30 yards, alarm was
given thut the serpent wa3 visibie. ¢ We saw
through the reeds part of its body coiled up, and
part etretched out ; but, from tbeir density, the
head was invisible. Disturbed, and appurently
irritated by our approach, it appeared trom 13
movements to be prepiring to attuck us.  Just
as we caught a glimprse of its head we fired, both
of us alinost at the same moment. It fell, hiss-
ing, sod rolling in a variety of contortions.”
Here one of the negroes, taking & circuit, suc-
ceeded in hittiug the creature a violent blow with
a club, which stuaned it, and a few more strokes |
decided the victory. *“Oo measaring it, we

found it to be nearly 40 fect in length, and of
proportionable thickoess.” I do not know how
far this story isto be relied on ; butifit is given
in good faith, the serpent was the longest depend-
able exampe I know of in modern times. Still, |
“reqrly 40 feet”is somewhat indetinite.—Gosse’s
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Relations of ths Vegetable and Animal
Kingdom.

« There is a ceaseless round of force mutation
throughout nature,” says the Corrhill Maga-
zine, “each one geserating or changing into the
other. So that force which enters the plant as
beat and light, &:., is stored up in its tissues,
making them organic. Th's force, transferred
from the plant tv the animal in digestion, is giv-
en-out by its muscles intheir decomposition, and
prodaces motion, or by its nerves, and constitutes
pervous force—force stored up in thebody—resis-
tance to chemica! affinity ; this force prodaces dir-
ectly from the solar raye. The solar rays cause
those operatiousin the vegetable world, by which
trees and plavts absorb the carbonic acid gas
which is expired from the langs of animals, and by
which-those very plants also inhale pare oxygen
gas-during light, to revive the contaminated at- |

mosphere and eupply the lunzs of man with .he
breadth of life. I'rees and pleots are eegen
tial to the health of the animal creation,
and there is a mutual relatiosship between
the two kingdoms, Respect ng vhese beautifal
and mysterious operaiivus of nature, a distie-
guished writer hus given the following literary
gem ¢

‘T'he carbouic acid g1s with which our breath.
ing fills the air, to-morrow will be speeding nrth
and south, striving to make the tuurof the
world. ‘The date trees that gcow roued che
fountains of the Nile will drink 1t in by thar
leaves ; the cedar of Li:banan will take of it ty
add to the stature ; the cocoa nuts of ‘I'ahiti will
grow rtiper oa it; and the palms and bap-
unas of Japan chauge it into fi ywers.  The oxy.
gen we are breathing was distilled for vsas hort
ume ago by the magnolias of the Susquehans,
and the great trees that skirt the QOrinuco and
the Am.zin; the giunt rhododendrons of the
Himalayas coniribuie to it, the roses and myrtley
of Cashinere, the cinnamon trees of Ceylon, and .
forests older than the Flood, buried deep in the
heurt of Africa, far behind the Mouatuog of the ©
Moon. The raic which we sce descending was
thawed for us out of icebergs which have watch-
ed the polar star for ages, aud lotus-lil.es sucked -
up from the Nile, and exbaled as vapor, the
enows that are lying at the top of our hills
Thus we see that the two great kingdomsof
vature are made to co-operate in the esecotion
of the sume design, each min'stering to the otuer,
and preserving that due balance ju the constity -
tivn of the atmovphere which adapts it to the
welfare aud activity of evéry order of thiogs
aad which would soon be destroyed were the
operatious of any one of them to be suspended..
And yet man, in h:s ignorarce and s thirst for
worldly gain, hasdone his utmost to destroy this
beauetous aud harmon’ons*plan. It was ev
dently the intentjon of the Creator that animal
and vegetable life should everywhere exist to-
gether, 8o that the bancfal influence which the
former is constantly exercising upon the air,
whose purity is 8o eseential to its maintenance,
should be counteracted by the latter.
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Tne Gracian Taeory.—On a large ecale, for
fifty milcs alung the west coust of Satherland
aud Ross, there is a rarge of isolated mouataiss,.
of from 3,000 to 3,300 feet in height, standiog
widely spart from each other, and jet itisen
dent they have all, at some time, been part of
one conticuous formation. The large ites
paces having been subsequenily furmed, the
the guestion is, by what destroying force ?.a2d:
the unswer is ice. Ample memorials-ofitse:
gency! exist along the mountain sides, and on°
the platform of goeiss-rock whereon the:monr:
taios rest. Thess memorials consist of'loogs
tudinal hollows, containing lakes, all in the same:



