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whether the ncasu ement was made by the Las-
cars themseves, or by some trust worthy Euro-.
peau. A correspondent of the Edinburgh Liter-
ary Gazettee has told, with every àppearance of
life-truth, a thrilling story of an encounter w hich
he had with an enormnous boa on the batiks (,f a
river in Guiana. Avuked, as lie lay in bis boat,
by the cold touch of something at his feet, he
fonud that the serpent's mouth was in contact
with them, preparinj, as he peraumned, to awallow
him feet forenost. In an instant he drew him-
self up, and, grasping bis gun. dischargei it full
at the reptile's head, whicth reared into the air
wita a horrid hiss and terrible contortionq, and
then, with one struke of bis paddies, shot up the
stream beyond reach. On arr:v:rg at his friend's
house, it was determinetd to seek the wounded
serpent, and several armed negroes were adde:
to the party. They soon foutnd the place wher-
the crusied and bloody iceds told of the recent
adventure, and proceeded cautiouslytoreconnitre.
Adaneing, thous about 30 yardp, alarm was
given that the serpent vas visibie. 4 We saw
through the reeds part of its body cilled up. and
part L-tretched out ; but, from liheir density, the
head was inv:sible. D:sturbed, and apparently
irritated by our approach, it appeared trom its
movements to be p.ep tring to attack us. Just
as we caught a gliumprse of its head we fired, both
of us almost at the sane moment. It fell, hiss-
ing, and rolling in a variety of contortions."
Here one of the negroes, takinmg a circuit, suc-
ceeded in hittiug the creature a violent blow with
a club, which stunned it, and a few more strokes
decided the victory. "Ou measuring it, we
found it to be uearly 40 feet in length, and of
proportionable thickness." I do not knuw how
far this story is to be relied on ; but if it is given
in good faith, the serpent was the longest depenid.
able examp'e I know of in modern times. Still,
"eearly40 feet"issomewhat indefiit.-Gosse's

Relations of the Vegetable and Animal
Kingdom.

" There is a ceaseless round of force mutation
throughout nature," says the CornMll Maga-
zinc, "each one generating or channging into the
other. So that force which enters the plant as
heat and light, &:., is stored up in its tissuep,
making them organic. Th's force, transferred
from the plant to the animal lu digeàtion, is giv-
enwout by its mnusees intheir decomposition, and
produces motion, or by its nerves, and constitutes
nervous foce--force stored up in thebody-reis-1
tance tochemical ailniti ; this force produces dir-
ectly from the solar raya. The solar rays cause
those operations in the vegetable world, by which
trees and plants absorb the carbonic acid gas
whic.h isexpired from the lungs of animals, and by
which.those very plants aeo inhale pure oxygen
gas-eoring lighti to revive theýcontaminated at-

mosphere and supply the lun s of man with .be
breadth of lifd. 'rees and plants are essen.
tial to the hcalth of the animal creation,
and there is a mutual relat.ionship between
the two kingd>ms. Iespect ng Lhese beautifai
and mysterious operaLious of nature, a distie.
guished writer has given the following literary
gem:

The car bonie acid gis with which our breath.
ing fillb the air, to-m Jrrow will be speeding n>rth
and south, striving to make the tvur of the
world. h'fie date trees that grow round the
fountains of the Nile will drink it in by their
leaves ; the cedar of Lbanan will take of it to
add to the st.iture; the cocoa nuts o Tahiti will
grow riper oa it ; and the palms and ban-
anas cf Japan change it into fi, îcv rs. The oxy.
gen we are breathing vas distilied fâr usas hort
time agr by the magnolias of the Susquehana,
and the gre.t trees that skirt the Ormnaeo and
the Amzin ; the giant rhododendrons of the
Himaiayas contribute to it, the roses and myrtlea
of Uasbnere, the cinnanon trees of Ceylon, and
iorests older thaa the Fload, buried deep in the
beart of Africa, far behind the Mountains of the
Moon. ''he raio which we see desending was
thaved for us out of icebergs which have watch-
ed the polar star for ages, and lotus-lihes sacked
up froin the Nile, and exbaled as vapor, the
snows that are lying at the top of our bills.
Thus we sec that the two great kingdoisof
nature are made to co-operate in the exeention
cf the sane design, each umir:stering to the otier,
and preserving that due balance in the constitu-
tion of the atm3iphere which adapts it to the
welfare antid activ.ty of every ordur of thing,
and which would soon be destroyed vere the
operations of any one of them to be suspended.
And yet m.n, in his ignorarce and bis thirst for
worldly gain, has donc bis utmost to destroy this
beauctous and harmon*ons'plan. It was evi-
dently the intention of the Creator that animi
and vegetable life should everywhere exist to.
gether, so that the baniful influence which the
former is constantly exercising upon the air,
whose purity is so essential to its maintenance,
should be counteractetd by the latter.

Tns GLAOIAL THEORY.-On a large Ecalf, for
fifty milts alung the west couast of Sutherland
and Ross, there is a rar.ge of isolated moaatair,.
of from 3,000 to 3,500 feet in height, standirg
widely spart from each other, and 5et it is evi.
dent they have al], at some time, been part of
one contiLuous formation. The large inteh
paces having been sabsequendy formed, the
the question is, by what destroying force ?.and
the answer is ice. Ample memoriais- of it8s-.
gencyl exist along the mountain sides and on
the platforma of gneiss-rock whereon tbe:mona
tains rest. Thess memorials consist of'loogi
tudinal hollows, containing lakes,. all ia the sam3


