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able opinion abroad of cur climate and resources
would be greater than that of almost any other
faes that we could establish. Mr. De Courtenay
has also a correspondence with Mr. Hutton and
Professor Hincks, on the producing of silk. He
is of opinion that the leaves of the common
5ass wood would answer admirably to feed the
iillk worm, and he does not consider the climate
msuitable to the business. We have not space
for the correspondence on this subject, but we
nake the following extract from a letter dated
October 27, 1859, which is to some extent a
summary of Mr. De Courtenay’s views in regard
to the climatic points of the question, both in
reference to silk and wine:

s Theonsts and Butanical D’rofessors declare
that the long and harsh winters of this country
would render the production of Silk or Wine
impossible. .

Allow me positively to declare, as a practical
man, that the length and severity of the Winter
has nothing whatever to do with the production
of either Silk or Wine.

Two thousand six bundred degrees (centi-
grade) of Summer heat is required for the suc-
cessful and economical production of Wine,
Silk, Indian Corn, and Hemp.

This part of the country produces Indian
Corn in abundance.

Belgium produces Silk and Wine, and cannot

roduce Indian Corn.

It is further my opinion that the Winter here
is neither aslong or as severe (for all practical
purposes) as that of No:thern Italy, where Silk
and Wine are grown in abundance. T have
lived there for many years, and have always had
from fifty to one hundred head of horred cattle,
which I have been ever oblized to keep con-
stantly housed from the fiftcenth of October to
the fifteenth of May.

Here, my cattle are now in their pastures,
and will certainly return there before the first
of May.

VaL pE COURTENAY,
Bury, 3rd August, 1859.
To rae Hox. THE MINISTER oF FINANCE:

S1r :—Circamstances have lately come to my
snowledge that convince me of the certainty of
being able to establish vineyards on the hilly
parts of this district, having a rocky, gravelly
and sandy soil, and of a Southern or Western
agpect. .

The Blue-Berry buds forth about a month be-
fore the Grape, and notwithstanding the growth
being in frosty situations, it is as often as free
from Spring frosts in this country as in North
‘ern Italy and Switzerland.

1 have, within the last week, observed blue-
berries situated at the base of a hill of mine,
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prosperous condition, notwithstanding the I3
frosts of this year.

It is an admitted fact that vines do not suf
frum the must severe winter frosts wher 48
are pruned low. The Crimea is a proof of (g
axiom—as is also Neufchatel in Switzerland,:
remarkable for its wines, and where the clims
is much less favorable than here.

Judsing from the period of the budding:
the blue-berry, the grapes would, in fair sitog
tions, have here nothing to fear from the I
Spring frosts, and autumn frosts arc beneficy
to the wine grape, and I consider them aks
lutely necessury to the production of g3
wines.

I forward the following opinion obtained frg§
Messrs. Foigneux et Moreau, the best autho?
of Northern wine-growers :

* 1. Where the culture of Maize cannot be e
ried on, that of the vine mast cease also; whel
the one does not ripen the ear, the other will
riper its fruit.

2. Where kidney beans (haricots) will i}
ripen their grains, you will have much difficcjy
in obtaining the grape.

3. Finally, the viue planted in clay soil, or
moisc land, is exposed to the late frosts, and vj
give you much acid, and little sugar, and
sugar, then alcohol, since it is the one wk
mukes the other, and if alcohol, theun the ridee
ness and keeping quality of the wines. Accu§
ing to this, the following are the principal ¢f
siderations which must govern you: ‘

1. That it be snited with the proper sor i
soil where it should be cultivated.

2. That the vegetation may be lafe in spring,
that it may more easily escape the disastr
action of the spring frosts, which canse thew
extensive destruction in the vineyards.

Howerer, it is less the effect of the frost, &
that of the burning sun which succeeds
which produces this result—therefore, if wed
we should so manage that the vines may es
the immediate action of the morning sun; in
contrary case, there happens to the frozen b
what happens to all delicate vegetation wh
passes saddenly from o state of excessive rej
geration to an elevated temperature.

Consequently, we should choose an expoj
towards the South or West in localities expefili<
to spring frosts, so that the sun may not st
the buds till after the frost bas disappeared.”

From the above, and from many other
sons, I am convinced that I counld produced
cellent wine in this country, and I have a gnll¥
hill ot a Southern aspect of nearly 300 acre
extent, and of sufficient declivity to incr
considerably the natural heat of the countrj.
also consider the Eastern Townships the @
part of the -Canadas peculiarly adapted f
wine country, The West does not sufficiel
preserve the covering of snow through the fi
ter, and the early springs expose the grape

havicg a Southern aspect, and they are in a

white frosts. The advantages of securini
successful culture of the grape are manifel




