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Another detachment went off to the stables behind
the saloon.

‘While they were thus engaged Charlie. addressed
Crux.

“We have decided to expel you, Crux, from this
town,” he said, as he drew an envelope from his
pocket. “We have tried to convince you that,
as the majority of the people here don’t want you,
it is your duty to go. As you don’t seem to see
this we now take the law into our own hands. We
love fair-play, however, so you will find in this
envelope a cheque which we have reason to believe
is fully equal to the value of your saloon and all its
contents. Your lost time and trouble. is your own
affair. As you came without invitation, you must
go without compensation. Here are your rifles, and
revolvers, emptied of cartridges, and there are your
horses saddled.”

As he spoke, one detachment of his men handed
rifles and revolvers to the party, who were stricken
dumb with amazement. At the same time, their
horses, saddled and bridled, were led to the front
and delivered to them.

“We have no provisions,” said Crux, at last
recovering the use of his tongue; “and without
‘ammunition we cannot procure any.”

“That has been provided for,” said our hero,
turning to Hunky Ben. ,

“ Ay, Crux,” said the scout, “we don’t want to
starve you, though the ’arth wouldn’t lose much if



