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THE SEALING AWARD.

The award of the sealing» commia- 
eionera will be a serious disappointment 
to the aealera, but the beat way to do in 
auch matters is to accept the inevitable 
and close the matter at once. We are 
unable to understand the principle upon 
which interest has not been allowed. It 
is bad enough for the sealers to be put to 
a loss aggregating $464,000 without be
ing kept out of their money for years 
and put to a very large expense. It may 
be that the loss of the interest will have 
to be borne with as good a grace as possi
ble, but we submit that the Dominion 
government ought to reimburse the in
dividual sealers in their legal expenses. 
We do not know what these amount to, 
but they must be very considerable, and 
if they are not refunded the victory will 
be a very barren one to the sealers in
dividually, whatever it may be to the 
country. There is some little satisfaction 
in the knowledge that the amount is 
more than the Canadian government 
offered to accept in full, for this shows 
that the demand was entirely reasonable 
and that therefusal of the United States 
to pay it was wholly unwarranted. We 
hope the amount will be promptly paid 
over. There is no use in complaining; 
for undoubtedly the commissioners have 
done what they thought was right in the 
premises. They are both able men and 
they approached the consideration of 
the question in the best possible spirit. 
The case was very ably argued on both 
sides, and we cannot very well raise any 
objection to the decision reached, for not 
only were the claims of the sealers pre
sented with great force, but the Can
adian representative, who might. natur
ally be expected to take a Canadian 
view of the case, is a gentleman of t^eat 
force of character and more than or
dinary ability. On most questions we 
would be prepared to accept the decision 
of Hon. Mr. Justice King as a fair one, 
and he is one of the very last men to 
whom we would impute any disposition 
to swerve from his conception of what 
was right. Therefore, while repeating 
our regret that interest was not 'allowed 
and our inability to understand without 
further light why it was not, we think 
the country is to be congratulated upon 
the result of the inquiry.

We urge, however, that the point 
made above ought not to be lost sight of 
and that the Dominion government 
should either take prompt action to re
imburse the sealers in their actual out
lay for legal expenses, or else supple
ment the award by an amount equiva
lent to’reaeonable interest.

A Washington despatch received late 
last night puts the award in a different 
light to that shed upon it from Ottawa, 
intimating that the sealers have been 
allowed interest, but that their claims 
for êompensation for the stoppage of 
their Intimate business have been re
jected. The Canadian government hav
ing fully endorsed these claims, would 
no doubt be equally ready to compen
sate the sealers in respect to them as in 
the matter of interest.

THAT REINDEER EXPEDITION

It is suggested that the telegrapher 
who sent forward the despatch pfegpt 
that reindeer expedition to Cirpjf) City, 

— Klo?dvke on I44 w6yf made a
inistfcte àhû thàfc it is 300,000 pounds 
not 3,000,000 that the United States se
cretary of war proposes to send in. Even 
if this is the case, the proposition is not 
lees absurd. There is no choice between 
two things that are impossible. It is as 
absurd to attempt the one as the other.

The reindeer are to come from Lap- 
land. It is now near the last of Decem
ber, Granting that a man can 
gô to Lapland and immediately on 
his arrival pick up 1,000 rei^àeer, 
an extremely doubtful thing of Itself, 
the np^t question would be one of food, 
rflelndeer live on moss. Possibly they 
might live on other foods for a time, and 
In some individual cases for a very con» 
Biderable time; but we venture to say 
that no one, who has had any experience 
in the ways of these animals, woeM 
undertake to transport a thousand of 
them from Lapland to Chilkat Pass 
and guarantee to deliver a single animal 
alive. There is an impression that rein
deer can live off anything and under any 
circumstances, that they are remarkably 
hardy, and can fly over the snow with 
almost any load that is put upon them 
or to which they are attached. The 
facte are quite otherwise. Reindeer are 
rather delicate in their nature. They 
can stand cold weather, and they live on

does so, for the same reason 
delight to bark and bite: “ 
nature to,” and it refuses to 
other fare.

Suppose the reindeer are ; 
and start from Lapland on 1 
they may reach Chilkat in a 
days; that is to say, if the

of March. By the time they were un
loaded and the train was made up it 
•would be at least March 10th, so at that 
date we might expect to see the follow
ing expedition set out for Circle City : 
Five hundred sledges, each drawn by 
two deer and accompanied by a driver, 
that is, five hundred drivers ; also a mil-
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The man who gets the most pleasure out of life is the healthy man, the man whose 
nerves are strong and free from the drains of past excesses or business worry. Where 
these drains exist a cure is yet possible, and good health can be restored by filling the 
body with a mild current of Electricity from

DR. SANDEN’S ELECTRIC BELT.
It restores nerve force and checks all waste of strength in 30 days. Its electric cur

rent gives life to weak nerves. Read the book, “ Three Classes of Men," sent sealed, 
without marks, free on application.

Sl^e 5e/ry-U/eeKly Çolopist
Is the Best Family Newspaper in the Province.

THE CANADIAN PRESS.

HOPE IT IS TRUE.
The district is on the eve of a boom 

that promises to be of great proportions, 
and which means great expansion and 
growth for the entire province, and in 
which even the neighboring provinces 
will share.—Roesland Miner.

AFTEB MANY DAYS.
Of the three routes, the one by the 

Stickeen river and Teelin lake is re
garded the beet. The trip from Victoria 
to Fort Wrangel, at the mouth of the 
Stickeen river, a distance of 760 miles, 
is made in large and comfortable ocean 
steamers. At Wrangel paaaenge 
transferred to river-etoamers, of 
there will be half a dozen ready for 
service when the river opens about the 
end of April, and the trip np the river to 
Telegraph Creek, 160 miles, is made 
without any trou bio. Then pack trains 
will take the outfits to Teslin lake, 120 
miles. The country between Telegraph 
Creek and Lake Teslin is quite level. 
Steamers are now being built for service 
on Teslin lake and the Hootalinqua 
river, but for the next few months 
prospectors will have to take to small 
boats after crossing the lake, going 
down the Hootalinqua to its junction 
with the Lewes river. By this route the 
prospectors have a clear run from Lake 
Teslin to Dawson City.—Toronto Globe,
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BY WAY OF VARIETY.
Mrs. Scrappe—My husband and I agreed 

the day we were married to have no quar
rels. Friend—Have you lived up to it? 
Mrs. Scrappe—Well, I have; but 1 don’t 
think anything could keep John from being 
ugly at times.

The Bnropean Powers.—11 What are the 
‘ powers’of Europe?” inquired the very 

‘yonng woman The veteran diplomat 
looked at her thoughtfully, and then re
plied: “Fora long time past they have 
been chiefly conversational powers.”

He—You know I’m a stranger in this 
town and not used to your customs ; bat 
somebody was telling me that whenever a 
young man saw a girl home here he was 
supposed to kiss her good-night. Is this 
true ? She—Well, yon just try it and see.

A Big Miscalculation—Weary Willie— 
Yes; I heard dat farmer paid his help jess 
de same whedder dey worked er not ; so I 
went ter work far him. Snnset Sims—An’ 
played sick, I suppose? Weary Willie— 
Yep—until I found out dat he never paid 
nobody; he wuz a dead beat.

SOME RECENT PUBLICATIONS.
“Oneof the Broken Brigade." This is 

a story of Western life by Clive Phillips- 
Wolley. It is strongly written and ex
tremely realistic. The scene is laid for the 
most part in British Columbia and the 
Northwest, and the plot deals with char
acters of a type with which we are all 
familiar. The young Englishman, who 
tries pioneer life on a British Columbia 
farm, knowing as little about the business 
as he very well can, is an individual whom 
all of us -have met. The author sketches 
the hero with bold strokes, and indeed in 
the various types of Western people with 
whom he deals he does not hesitate to hold 
the mirror up to nature, with no disposition 
to spare the feelings of those whose general 
character he portrays. The-plot of the 
story is vary strong. "There is a dramatic 
climax to it which takes the hero by sur
prise, and this is a feature that makes it 
typical of life in a new country, where so 
many careers are closed bv unexpected 
tragedies. The book has had a large sale in 
Great Britain, and will find a very large 
circle of readers in this country. It is well 
worth reading, for we have not before had 
so plain a picture drawn of one phase of 
our Canadian life. It is not eli compli
mentary by any means, but it does not fol
low from this mat it is not all true. From 
a literary point of view, there are some 
evidences of haste to be noted, which the 
author would do well to amend in future 
editions, and there is rather too severe a 
literalness in some of his descriptions. The 
story bears evidence of great power, and 
will lead those who read it to look eagerly 
for the next production from the same pen.

“The Year Book of British Columbia.” 
Agreeably to our promise yesterday we 
make a second reference to this work." It 
includes 600 pages of reading matter be
sides the index. The first section is de
voted to a historical review, in which con
nection the early voyages, the journeys 
across the plains, the fur trading system, 
the early history of the province, the gold 
excitement, and a variety of other subjects 
SIC dealt With, In this part of the book 
Mr. Gosnell has had the benefit of 
the assistance of Sir Henry Crease, 
and Messrs. J. W. McKay, H, P. Hobson, 
and R. B. McMicking, each of whom con
tribute signed articles. A very usefnl chap
ter is that dealing with Pacific Coast dates. 
There is also an exceedingly interesting 
chapter on the names of places. The sec
ond pQitiça of the book deals with such 
subjects as can be grouped under the head 
“Parliamentary and Judicial.” There is 
not tt subject coming under these very com
prehensive heads which does not appear to 
have been tteated. The Municipal system, 
the Educational system and the Provincial 
health laws are each given a department. 
Then follows a chapter on the Indians, one 
on the Physical Characteristics of the 
province, in which the animals and birds 
of British Columbia are also dealt with. 
The Forests, the Fisheries, Agriculture, 
Mines and Mining, Social Conditions, Trade 
and Finance, Railway Enterprises and the 
Canadian Yukon are also each given a chap
ter. There are marginal index notes, which 
will greatly aid the reader In finding any 
desired information. The amount of work 
represented by this book is very great. The 
matter seems to be arranged m very ad
mirable form. The illustratiens are at- 
fcrtctive. Itisjust such a book as one might 
wish to have if he wanted to ascertain any
thing about the province. It has not been 
oar good fortune ever to have had access to 
anything of the kind more complete and 
more conveniently arranged. It is well 
written, so that many of its pages can be 
read with interest apart from their value as 
a compendium of information about the 
province.

If ia announced that an advance of 60 
cents per ton will be made in the retail 
price of coal on Monday next.
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itaryeacort of we have forgotten how of the feast to remember that it is the 
many men, but that Is Immaterial for great day of rejoicing of all Northern 
they would never get anywhere. Lotus races, and has been observed by them 
suppose that each reindeer team wotild in one gnlse or another since a day so 
draw 400 pounds of provisions besides remote that the moat ancient records do 
blankets, cooking “ tools ” and other not tell of it, but leaves ns to puzzle out 
necessary impedimenta, and the arms of fragments of its history from the rocks 
the soldiers. This is more than they and gravel beds, 
would haul, but we do not wish to esti-1 The significance of Christmas is that 
mate too low. From Chilkat to Circle there is hope in life. Its observance 
City is upwards of a thousand miles, j ought to inspire us with the snb- 
AUowing for delays of various kinds, a limeat courage. The sentiment of 
liberal estimate for the loaded reindeer the day has power to penetrate be- 
day after day would be twenty miles a neath the hardest of all externals 
day, that ia they would be fifty days to flourish under what seem to be thé 
reaching Circle City, and as there most adverse circumstances. This is a 
would be no sense in their re- so-called practical age. We are nothing 
maining there, it would take nowadays, so we say, if not practical, 
them as long to come back, in- We ptofess to look at everything from 
eluding the time for unloading the standpoint of the ledger. We affect 
and resting. That is to say, the five to despise anything except what 
hundred drivers and the men in charge of measure with our yardstick or reckon by 
the expedition, who would probably our arithmetic. Yet we all keep Ohriat- 
number at least twenty, including cooks, mas as it never was kept before in the 
would have to be fed for one hundred history of the world. Out newspapers 
days. Five hundred and twenty men in issue Christmas supplements, and if 
these cold latitudes would require at gome of them are as grotesque as the 
least four pounds of something to eat in Christinas Walts of the Olden Time, they 
a day, which would come to 400 pounds are a compliment to the Christmas’ 
a man. Multiplying this by the num- timent. They are printed because the 
berof men—620—we have 208,000 pounds people want them. Oar singers write 
required to provision the relief party, Christmas carols and the people sing 
Now the total weight to be carried by them—a revival ot a very ancient and 
the reindeer teams, each team consist- delightful custom. The harshness of 
ing of two deer, would be 200,000 pounds, Puritanism, which once forbade the ob- 
o£ which 10 per cent, must be deducted servance of the day as a heinous sin, bat 
for the weight of the packages in which compromised between its perverted eon- 
the goods are carried. This would leave science and its humanity by keeping 
180,000 pounds of provisions, or 28,000 Thanksgiving, has opened it arms to the 
pounds less than the relief expedition grand old holiday. The reason is that 
would itself require. Whence it followe the world is getting better. The Christ- 
that unless the reindeer drivera and the epirit ie gaining ground. The world ie 
officers and cooke could be persuaded to more than ever following Hie star and 
eat the soldiers, and the soldiere would more willing to bow in adoration before 
consent to be eaten, the relief expedition Hie cradle, 
would itself have to be relieved.

We do not think that we have in any 
way misstated the facts of this case, but 
on the contrary believe that no man 
who knows anything whatever about 
reindeer and their capacity as draft 
animals will dispute what we have eaid 
above. For the reason that the whole 
project ie an impossibility one would 
naturally look for some sinister motive 
behind it; bat we do not know that 
there is any. It may rather be a some
what characteristic piece of buncombe, 
which experience has shown that the 
Washington government ie not above.

The Columbian calls the attention of 
the-CoLONiro to the fact that it credited 
to the Nanaimo Review a paragraph on 
redistribution which, in point of fact, 
appeared in the Wellington Enterprise. 
In so doing it says that the publication 
by the Colonist of a quotation from 
another paper is a tacit approval of it. 
We do not wish this idea to get abroad. 
The quotations made by the Colonist 
under the heading “The Canadian 
Press ” are not to he understood as ex
pressing the views of this paper, but 
only as illustrating the trend of public 
thought on the questions dealt with. 
When the Colonist desires to approve 
of the opinions expressed by a contem
porary it will say so.

The Post-Intelligencer ie very angry 
at the Colonist for exposing the rein
deer-relief fraud, and of coarse calls the 
editor of this paper names, 
suppose for argument’s sake that the 
editor of the Colonist is a scoundrel of 
the deepest dye, will the Post-Intelli
gencer explain bow that melancholy fact 
Would enable 1,000 reindeer to Carry 
3,000,000 pounds of provisions to Circle 
City this winter or any winter? The 
Post-Intelligencer’s sleep seems to be 
disturbed by dreams of the Colonist. 
We wonld like to say to it that only 
“ scrub papers ” make a practice of re
ferring to the editors of other papers.

we can

Now let us

sen-

The News-Advertiser sneers at the 
Wellington Enterprise as a paper of 
whose existence not one-tenth part of its 
readers are aware. This is certainly a 
very clever observation. We seppose 
that the Enterprise could reply in the 
same words with equal troth. How 
many people out of Vancouver ever stop 
to ask what the News-Advertiser thinks 
about anything, or know of its existence? 
Onr contemporary should be ashamed of 
such an exhibition ef caddishness.

We are not unmindful of the fact that 
never before in the history of the world 
were so many men under arms or the 
seeds of terrific conflict more widely 
sown; but while this is the case, it ie 
also true that never before were men and 
nations more influenced by the spirit of 
Christianity.

Personal ambition counts for far less 
than it did a hundred years ago. The 
masses are gaining recognition of their 
rights. There is developing a public 
sentiment to which evea the most 
powerful individuals must bow. The 
voice of the people is not yet the voice of 
a god, but there is more divinity in it 
than ever before. And this is due more 
to the influence of Him whose natal day 
we commemorate than to any other 
single cause. Nineteen centuries ago 
He said to those who gathered round 
Him, questioning and marveling at His 
wiédom : “ Ye shall know the truth, and 
the troth shall make yon free.” It is 
by the troth as taught by Him that the 
world is being gradually emancipated.

We are in receipt of a letter from 
Doaktown, in central New Brunswick, 
ie which the writer asks for some copies 
of the Colonist, and says that the 
people are flooded with Seattle papers. 
The weak point with onr British Col- 
lynbia people is that they do not make 
nearly as much use of their newspapers 
as they ought to. There is not a paper 
published in the province that might not 
be sent abroad with advantage to the 
community.

The Toronto Board of Trade has 
moved in the matter of the customs 
facilities at the passée, and takes pre
cisely the same ground ae that taken by 
the British Columbia Board of Trade. 
Some of onr contemporaries have lately 
taken exception to the retention by the 
Victoria board of its old name; but 
they must concede that it Is fighting the 
battles of the province in splendid style.

“ Vbbitas ” is informed that only 
under exceptional circumstances will 
the Colonist permit the affairs of 
private corporations to be discuss
ed in its 
only when the correspondent sends his 
letter to be printed over his own signa
ture. ______ _

The Fort Steele Prospector expresses a 
fear that it might weary and disgust its 
readers. If the readers aforesaid can 
stand the three columns of abuse which 
the Prospector showers upon Col. Baker, 
W9 think it need not fear that anything 
which it PSg say hereafter will weary or 
uisguSi them;

CHRISTMAS.

Perhaps the herald angels never eang 
above the hills of Palestine. Perhaps 
no wise men came from the East to wor
ship the Babe in the Bethlehem manger.
Perhaps no star appeared to guide those 
who sought the promised Messiah. All 
may be myth ; all may be poetry ; all 
may be the adaptation of some of the 
legends which have come down to us 
from the childhood of the race. But it ^ EXTRAORDINARY COURSE. 
matters very little, for ever since the 
day whose anniversary we commemorate, 
an anthem of peace and good will has 
been echoing throughouLthe earth, the 
wisest of men have knelt in adoration 
before the name of the Infant. Jesus, a 
star, more resplendent than any that 
has ever shown in the vault of Heaven, 
has guided humanity to a Saviour.

No doubt it is a pious fiction that 
assigns this day as the anniversary of 
the birthday of Onr Lord. There may 
be ostensibly some warrant for it, but 
there ifl 89 .reason to suppose that the 
early Christians recognized dr observed 
it. They were more concerned with 
the tratiscandent fact of His death 
and resurrection. To be born Is 
the common lot of all, as also 
it is to die; bnt to rise from the 
grave, to demonstrate that man is super
ior to death—this in an age of intense 
materialism was enough to think about 
enough to inspire men with faith and 
hope. Later when tb^ Gospel 
preached to the Teutonic tribes and 
those other races, which came out of the 
North with a force as resistless as the 
glaciers which centuries before over
spread Europe, it became necessary to 
adi'iist the new cult to the customs of 
the new converts. What better plan 
Could be suggested than to make the 
Yule Tide holiday a Christian festival? 
tt was appropriate in a wider sense than 
appeared at first sight. The Yule Tide 
feast is in celebration of the turning of 
the sun from hie coarse towards the 
South, that is to speak in popular lan
guage. To fully understand its signifi
cance in this respect we must give onr 
imagination a little rein.

The terrors of the Ice Age were upon 
the world. Man had lost the Paradise 
of the Tertiary Age and wandered in 
darkness and cold. Tradition had pre
served the story of the matchless nights 
of the Arctic Eden and of the festjvals 
with which the return of the long absent 
sun was greeted. We can readily be
lieve that the few survivors of the Frost 
Giants, to nse the languoge of 
the Icelandic Sagas, would hasten 
to commemorate in some special way 
the annual loosing of the bands of win
ter, which seemed to promise that some 
day in the perhaps far distant future its 
sway wonld be wholly broken and Eden 
would be restored. Thus we see that 
the Yule Tide feasts were to the North
ern races more than a mere expression 
of joy over present benefits; they were an 
earnest of greater glories to come. It re
quired hardly a change of names to con
vert Yule Tide into Christmas, and many 
curions features of the modern holiday 
attest that the change has not yet been 
complete. It does not detract in the ! the bar, if the law ie to remain a learned 
least from the significance and the glory and honorable profession.

When certain statements, for which 
libel proceedings are now being carried 
on, were printed in the weekly paper in 
which they originated, they were accom
panied by the declaration that they were 
made with a fall sense of responsibility. 
This declaration added weight to them. 
It was all that raised them above the 
merest Billingsgate, When anyone 
makes grave charges and déclares his 
readiness to stand by them, he js en
titled to have what he says regarded 60 
sincere, even if it may be gronly errone- 
?u§i When, therefore, yre find gçri. 
odical, that made the statements re
ferred to with such a Soflrish of trum
pets, now sensing to evade all responsi
bility, we are warranted in assuming 
that the bold words were hollow, and 
WCte employed only to give weight to 
something that otherwise would not be 
worthy of a moment’s thought. When 
a journal makes such a statement as 
that above referred to, it invites prose
cution; and the manly course under such 
circumstances ia to waive all technicali
ties and attempt a justification.

We do not care as a rule to make any 
observations having even an indirect 
bearing upon a subject of litigation, and 
would say nothing now if a sense of pub
lic duty did not make it compulsory. 
Are the public to be treated to a repeti
tion of what has been going on in the 
police court for the last day or two, or 
are those who declared themselves 
responsible for the articles complained 
of going to come forward and take that 
responsibility? We express no opinion 
whatever upon the evidence as far as it 
has gone. To do that would be highly 
improper. What we wish to induce is a 
distinct avowal by the responsible par
ties of their relation to the article re
ferred to and a manly acceptance of the 
consequences.

We shall have more to say upon this 
point by and bye, but hope to be able 
to chronicle that there has been no 
farther evasion of responsibility and 
that there will be no attempt to make a 
scapegoat of any one whose sole compli
city in the transaction has probably 
been to earn his salary by following out 
as best he could the policy of his paper.

columns and then

We have found a good deal of fault 
with the Toronto Globe over its hesi
tancy about fighting the battle of Can
ada for the Yukon trade, and are glad 
now to be able to say that it has reversed 
its policy of silence and is doing somq 
very effective work.

Mb. Tarte says he is in the catiwet 
as the representative of the Conserva
tives. If this is the case, we think tie inay 
resign as soon as he likes, and 'that those 
whom he says he represeaift will not 
shed a tear.

was

The Comox News says there must be 
something wrong when a married woman 
prefers the society of some other man to 
that of her husband. Doubtless; but is 
it not possible that the fault may be 
with the husband?

The news that the Passes are closed 
by snow ie not a matter of surprise. All 
along the Coast range the winter months 
are marked by heavy storms, and to 
climb over elevations under such cir
cumstances is a pretty serious business.

A sign displayed in a Fort street win
dow reads, “Keys fitted in any part cf 
the city.” Will the owner of the sign 
undertake to fit a key into the city gov
ernment and unlock the good roads 
problem?

The Columbian says it doee not pre
tend to be an authority on the English 
language. No one ie, neighbor, except 
the Victoria Times.* It is strong on 
“ langwidge,” almost rank in fact.

In order that the employees of the 
Colonist may enjoy Christmas, there 
will be no paper issued from this office 
to-morrow ; but an issue will appear on 
Monday. ,

Oub evening contemporary feels a little 
sore about everything nowadays. We 
hope it will have a merry Christmas.

The Wellington Enterprise thinks 
that greater latitude should be shown 
attorneys from the other provinces who 
desire to practice in British Columbia. 
This is a matter upon which there ie a 
wide difference of opinion. There are 
cases in which the restriction seems
obeurd; but it must be borne in mind 
that regulations of this nature are made 
for the majority, not for the minority. 
It is desirable that some safeguard 
should be thrown around admission to Rigby waterproof peajack- 

ets, pants ana smox. Very 
heavy. B. Williams & Co.
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THE RAID DPi
Russian Money Provl 

fences of Port Arthl 
for Chinese 1

Great Britain and 
Lively Interest and 

Also Affec

London, Dec. 23.—Tn 
pondent of the Timee sa 
are provisioning Port 
reconstruct the forts the 
vising and furnishing t 
the face of this indication 

z occupation, the neceasil 
ing our position in the 

’The Russo-Chinese band
agent of the Russian gi 
-offered China 120,000 
with payment five years 
has accepted the propos;

According to a deapatc 
from Kobe, Japan, the ;

has greatly 
Mikado’s ministers. Lo 
oils have been held an< 
tary officials have i 
Japanese newspaper, the 
are nonplussed at the i 
far East, while the min: 
in domestic troubles con 
taxation proposals, to wl 
hostile.

The Vienna corres; 
Standard says he has i 
the first news of the oci 
Arthur emanated from I 
nificant of Japanese vigil 
ing the Japanese position 
dent says she cannot dec 
either China or Russia. : 
ten ironclads that are be 
in Europe and America, 
finished would be shut 
was over. She will thei 
ing by herself.

St. Petersburg, Dec. i 
est reticence is maintai 
ment circles. The censo 
den the press to attack < 
count of the occupation 
Emperor Nicholas presid 
special meeting of the coj 
ander palace, including t 
and the chief military an 
orities. The Chinese sitl 
cneeed, and it ie rumoij 
Duke Alexand Michael 
the immediate strengt 
Russian squadron in Chi

Vienna, Dec. 23.—The 
tung says : “ The Unite.! 
from its geographical j 
greater interest in the] 
China than all the Enrol 
gether, cannot possibly ai 
tition or to a division inti 
fluence without having 
matter. It would be a g« 
under-estimate the sti 
United States, and a par 
would be impossible wits 
approval and participatiq 
pean powers will do well] 
attention to the just asp] 
terests of the United Stai

Arthur

RECIPROCITY S’
All the Nations Want Sod 

ing and Hence the

Washington, Dec. 23. 
city negotiations betwe 
States and Germany are 
pended. They never g] 
initial stage. There ad 
been a willingness on t| 
governments to look il 
but the inquiry did nq 
prospect of material 
either side. It was | 
the arrival of thel 
ambassador, Dr. von B 
give an impetus to the d 
perhaps result in the I 
treaty, but on the contrj 
has lapsed and neithei 
ehowing any anxiety to I 
to a conclusion.

The negotiations wl 
similarly at a standstj 
course of the French! 
raising the duties onl 
American products. | 
negotiations with (.read 
British West Indies I 
slowly.

WOULD TREAT W
Ex-Secretary Hamlin R. 

tages That Might Foil 
as to Klonc

Boson, Dec. 23.—Hoi
lin, ex-assistant secre- 
ury, spoke to-day befoi 
the shoe and leather 
England Shoe and Lea 
looms on the question 
-between the United SI 
After remarking upoi 
treaty with Canada o: 
was only for raw mater 
mercial convention ir 
Mr. Hamlin said :

11 The same interest 
that commercial conv< 
to-day, and even to a 
we now need cordial 

northern neighbour
possible to conclude 
treaties by which may 
ever any apprehensior 
of the bonding privilej 
settle the disputed fii 
the great lakes, and oi 
Scotia. We can have 
^ration laws permitinj 
into the great Klondy 
treaty will add to the 
as well ae it would to 
land and increase our

C BIN AMEN WIT
Those of Westminster 

Steal in Con

Vancouver, Dec. 
Chinatowns of New 
couver and Steveston d 
ities a good deal of troj 
plaints of unhealthy oj 
take up a good deal of| 
Then there is a lot or 
ted by Chinamen, es 
Westminster, where ! 
bould says there mu 
who have since the cl 

* r. season, have had so 
almost compelled to 

- existence by pilfering!
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