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bat it is b matter of the very gravest import» 
an ce that the laws of the colony should be 
maintained, and especially by those who 
make: them, 
the Honse can break one act with impunity 
they can break another ; the whole statutes 
in fact can be destroyed or set at defiance 
any afternoon. The result shows us how 
men, guided by no settled principle, are liable 
at any time to commit not only the greatest 
absurdities, but the greatest wickedness. It 
shows is also when men are doing what they 
know to be wrong they dread a public cen­
sure. The act of the members yesterday, 
after it had been acknowledged that the seat 
was vacant, in refasing to allow the publia 
of Victoria to choose a member in place of 
Mr. Franklin, shows more forcibly than any­
thing we can say the rottenness of their 
position, and how much they dread an appeal 
to the popular voice-
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Tuesday, April 10, 1866.

If an accidental majority inthe attempted dibfranchi-
BBR8.

The fates dealt rather severely yesterday 
with the obstructives. Their stupidity was 
exposed in the revision court and their 
chicanery in the House of Assembly. In 
both cases their object was the same1—to 
disfranchise the citizens of Victoria. For 
days and weeks they pored over the list of 
voters for the city, they scrutinized every 
name, and at length having satisfied them­
selves that they had the fate of one hundred 
and forty-eight voters in their hands, the 
power in fact to crush the union and tariff 
party, they sent their missives to the doomed 
electors. The political animut, however, 
was stronger than the political discretion, 
and in the haste to serve objections they lost 
sight of the forms prescribed by law, and 
thus vitiated the whole of their political 
labors. Yesterday when the revising court 
opened, the servants of the obstructive* 

there, receipt books in band, ready to 
do the customary amount of swearing, but 
their blundering was exposed at the outset, 
and their notices fell through. "The ene 
hundred and forty-eight veteis were allowed, 
therefore, to breathe again. So much for the 
political knowledge and astuteness of these 
electioneering Titans, but outside this ignorance 
of English law, there was something in the 
ruling of the revisor essentially repugnant to 
our ideas of right. Heretofore the revising 
officer, as well as the sheriff, has ruled that no 
change disqualifies a voter, unless the change 
be in the nature of the qualification, or te an 
amount under that prescribed by law. A 
change from one freehold to another, or from 
One leasehold to another, has always been 
allowed. The revising officei yesterday, 
however, took a different view, and we 

y thank the blundering of the ob­
structives for the prevention of a whole­
sale disfranchisement. Had the cases that 
‘were objected to been entertained the great­
er portion of the voters summoned would 
have been struck off the roll. The injustice 
of such a course would have been the more
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

1 Wednesday, April 4.
The House met at half past one p.m. 

Present—The Speaker, and Messrs. DeCosmoe, 
Carswell, Dennee, Cochrane, Dickson, Mc­
Clure, Powell, Trimble, and Ash.

hr. franklin's scat.

were

VB COUNCIL.

Wednesday, April 4.
45 p.m. Present—The 
etary [presiding], At- 
asurer, Donald Fraser,

Dr. Powell applied for leave of absence 
for Mr. Selim Franklin. He did so because 
he (Dr. P.) was one of those members who 
bad been solicited to ask for leave for Mr. 
Franklin:

The Speaker said it would require a notice 
of motion.

Mr. DeCosmos thought the question in 
connection with the seat should be settled at 
once, and asked the Speaker if he was pre­
pared to give hie decision as to the applica­
tion of the last act.

The Speaker said be bad conferred with 
the Attorney General, and that gentleman 
gave it as hie opinion that the last act, making 
the three months’ absence a vacancy in the 
representation, was the act by which the 
House should be guided.

Mr. DeCesmos contended then that the 
seat was vacant according to law, and moved 
for the issuing of a writ.

Dr. Trimble thought it very hard that an 
hen. member should be deprived of his seat 
because be had not bad an opportunity of 
asking leave from the House. He maintained 
that the seat was not vacant.

Dr. Powell thought with the last speaker. 
It looked like taking advantage of a mem­
ber’s absence. Besides it was tacitly agreed 
or understood by the members that Mr. 
Franklin should be allowed to retain his 

He would move that the seat be not
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apparent from the fact that the people had 
been guided entirely by the precedent es­
tablished by the sheriff and previous revis­
ing officers, and had consequently taken no ‘ declared vacant, 
pains to re- register their qualifications.
Abstractedly, however, considered the ruling 
of the revirfor is wrong. The object of all 
property qualifications is to obtain a guaran­
tee that the voter has a certain interest in

seat.
)

Dr. Trimble seconded.
Mr: DeCosmos asked the hon. member 

on what authority he said it had been agreed 
that Mr. Franklin’s seat should not be de­
clared vacant. He for one never consented 
to any such arrangement.

Mr. M'Clure thought the two bon. gentle­
men, Drs. Powell and Trimble, who pro­
posed to retain Mr. Franklin in his seat 
either knew nothing of parliamentary law, 
or were more anxious to serve individuals 
than the country (hear, hear), It was simply 
an outrage to attempt to disfranchise a con­
stituency for no other reason than that its 
member was absent. Besides the Speaker 
could not entertain a motion so absurd ; for 
the act distinctly declared that any member 
absenting himself for three months without 
obtaining leave from the House lost his seat. 
To put such a motion as the one proposed 
would be to subject an act pf the Legislature 
to a resolution of the House—a thing too 
preposterous to contemplate.

Dr. Dickson agreed with the last speaker— 
it would be virtually making a resolution of 
the House destroy an act. He thought it 
was the duty of hon. members to protect the 
rights of constituencies instead of destroying 
them by keeping vacancies unfilled.

Dr. Ash thought it would be wrong to 
attempt to retain Mr. Franklin in his seat 
contrary to the stipulation of the act (hear, 
hear).

Mr. DeCosmos thought it a most disgrace­
ful thing for men calling themselves law­
makers to coolly propose to break the law. 
He for one was determined to maintain the 
law so long as they had it on their statute 
book.

Drs. Powell and Trimble made some fur­
ther remarks when the motion to declare the 
seat vacant was carried by the following 
vote :

Ayes — DeCosmos, Dennes, Cochrane, 
Dickson, M’Clure, Ash. (6)

Noes—Carswell, Powell and Trimble. (3)
It was then moved by Mr. DeCosmos that 

a writ be issued in conformity with the act.
Dr. Ash opposed, thinking the session too 

near its close for a new election.
Mr. M’Clure said it was

the country. So long as this can be shown 
the most liberal interpretation should be 
given to the act. In a new country like 
Vancouver Island, where continuous resi­
dence is the exception instead of the rale, it 
becomes ten times more necessary to deal 
liberally in the matter. It is a very grave 
responsibility to deprive any man of his right 
to vote ; and however anxious a few shallpw 
paled politioasters may be to reduce the num­
ber of those who enjoy the franchise,we expect 
the revisor to gnard with extreme care the 
suffrages of a community.

‘ As we have said, a «milat attempt at dis­
franchising was made by the obstructives 
yesterday in the Assembly: When the 
Speaker’s attention was called the other day 
to the fact that Mr. Franklin’s seat had be­
come vacant through a three months’ absence 
during the session, it was suddenly discovered 
that a serions conflict existed between two 
franchise acts, and the Speaker found it 
necessary to consult with the Attorney 
General in the matter. Of course the learned 
gentleman could only give the one opinion, 
that the last act was an amendment to the 
first, and was the act under which the As­
sembly should be governed. Now according 
to this act, the very moment a member’s ab­
sence, daring the sitting of the Honse and 
without leave, reaches three months, that 
moment his seat is vacant and a new writ is 
ordered to issue immediately. To show the 
shallowness as well as the unscrupulous 
character of some of the members we hero 
append the clause in its entirety. “ Ab­
sence from the colony for three months during 
the session of the House, without the leave 
of the house for that purpose obtained, shall 
ipso facto determine the membership of the 
member absent, and a new writ tor the elec­
toral district which such absent member re­
presented shall be immediately issued lot the 
return of a new member in the place of such 
late member-” We have italicized the sub­
stance of the clause, to show more clearly the 
false ruling of the Speaker and the stupidity 
as well as iniquity of those who voted yester­
day against the issuing of the writ. It will 
be seen that the Speaker had no right to put 
a vote to the House, either with regard to 
the vacancy or the issuing of the writ. If the
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! - the Speaker’s 
duty to issue a writ without putting the 
matter to a resolution of the House: The 
clause in the act distinctly stated that a writ 
should be immediately issued on the declar­
ation of snob vacancy. If the] House ruled 
otherwise it would be setting the act at de­
fiance- Independent of this it was a most 
extraordinary proposition first to declare a 
seat vacant and then that it should not be 
filled.
®Tfoe Speaker stated that the act gave him 
no power te issue a writ while the House was 
in session without leave of the House.

Mr. M’Clure contended that the clause in 
question prevented the House voting on the 
question of issuing a writ.

The motion was put with the following 
result :

Ayes—DeCosmos, Donnes, Dickson and 
M‘01uje.

Noes—Ash, Trimble, Powell, Cochrane, 
Carswell.

The writ was therefore refused:
Mr. DeCosmos characterized the vote as a 

disgrace to the House and bitterly assailed 
the opposite members as traitors to the in­
terests. they had sworn on entering the 
House to protect.

Dr. Powell called the hon. stinior member 
the greatest traitor, whereupon

Mr. DeCosmos ealled the hon. gentleman 
(Dr. Powell) a cur, and the Speaker amid 
some confusion put the motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole, which was carried.

The House then went into Committee and 
took up the
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House had taken Drs. Trimble and Powell's 
view of the matter, we should have had the
ridiculous eight of the members saying, by a 
simple vote, that a man who, according 
to the Act, had vacated bis seat 
member of the Assembly. On this prin­
ciple every act in the Statute book could 
be altered at will by a vote of the 
House.
better. The act says distinctly that a writ 
“ shall be immediately issued,” bat the House 
declares it shall not. Now it may not matter 
much to the country whether Victoria has her

was a
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BRITISH C OLONIST. T
N V VICTORIA INCORPORATION. V

House in Committee on this bill, Dr. Dick­
son in the chair.

Clause 8, placing the Police under the 
corporation, and giving the Mayor magis­
terial precedence.

Dr. Trimble brought op the amendment be 
had previously introduced requiring the police 
of the town and districts to carry,out the 
municipal by-laws and ordinances.

Mr. M’Clure thought that the police had 
better remain as they were than that so 

1 ridiculous an amendment should pass (hear, 
hear).

Dfc Trimble’s amendment was lost by the 
casting vote of the chairman :

Ayes—Messrs. DeCosmos, Ash, M’Clure, 
Cochrane.

Noes—Messrs. Trimble, Powell, Helmcken, 
Carswell.

The original clause was expunged by a 
vote of 6 to 2.

Dr. Trimble then introduced a resolution 
abolishing the Mayor's Court, and requiring 
the magistrate to carry out the municipal 
by-laws.

Messrs. M'Clure and DeCosmos stoutly 
opposed the resolution.

After the bill had passed the Committee, 
Dr. Helmcken moved that the Committee 
report progress. This drew Mr. DeCosmos 
again to his feet, and with some warmth he 
deprecated the waste of time occasioned by 
the frequent motions to rise. He looked 
upon it as a gross violation of the pledges 
given by hon. members to serve the best 
interests of their constituents.

Dr. Dickson took the opportunity of ex­
pressing his views, which were entirely in 
favor of municipal government.

The motion was carried, Messrs: DeCosmos, 
Dickson, and M'Clure dissenting, and the 
Committee rose.

Mr. M'Clure moved the recommittal of the 
bill, which, on a division, resulted in a tie 
vote, and the Speaker gave it against the 
recommittal.

House adjourned till Thursday at 3 p, m.
Thursday, April 6th.

The Speaker took hie seat at 3:15 p.m. 
Present—Messrs. DeCosmos, Trimble, Pow­
ell, M'Clure, Ash, Dickson, Carswell.

MAGISTERIAL FEES BILL.
Dr. Dickson asked leave to introduce a 

bill authorizing the justices of the peace 
other than stipendiary magistrates to charge 
certain lees and to remunerate constables.

The introducer was aware that it was not 
the practice in the old country for justices of 
the peace to charge fees, but in the Eastern 
Provinces it was sanctioned, and he consid­
ered that in a new country like this it was 
desirable to provide a small schedule of fees 
to pay for each services. He read a schedule 
provided by a Canadian act, and said before 
introducing the bill he would be glad if 
hon. gentlemen would say plainly whether 
they intended to oppose it or not.

Leave was granted.
VICTORIA INCORPORATION.

This bill came up from the Committee for 
third reading.

Dr. Dickson said he objected to the bill 
as it stood. He thought it would be much 
better to have no municipal bill at all than 
one shorn of all power.

Mr. M'CInre moved a recommittal of the 
bill, which was seconded by Dr. Dickson, 
and lost by a vote of 4 to 2.

INVENTIONS BILL.

almost everything. Any person who had mixed 
mnch with them or travelled from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific would know that the people dis­
played a strong desire to discover something 
new.
in order to give something new to the world, 
wished to secure the results of his toil and 
study, and was willing to pay for enjoying 
the benefit. No wrong could be done in thus 
stimulating the industry of the country. Tho 
Hon. Speaker had himself spoken of our 
glorious forests and the utility and benefits 
that would be derived by a machine for ex­
tracting stumps (hear, from Dr. H). The 
thing was much wanted, and if machines 
were invented the discoverer should have a 
bounty. He could not see while the nation 
observed the ordinary notions of the rights of 
property, how they could, whether or not it 
opened the way to litigation, refuse to give a 
man the benefit of a discovery, the results of 
his labor. A bounty should be given by the 
country to any person who benefited man­
kind by a new invention, and a patent law 
was the fairest system of awarding the 
bounty.

Dr. Helmcken replied to the remarks of 
the hon. gentleman, arguing that it was im« 
loisible to tell whether an invention claimed 
lad not been already patented elsewhere.

The bill, after some farther discussion, 
passed through Committee with some amend­
ments, and was reported.

LAW OF EVIDENCE.

The bill to amend the law of evidence and 
to allow Indians to take an oath, came up 
next.

Dr. Helmcken said he had from the first 
been opposed to this bill, and he thought it 
would have a much more injurions than 
beneficial effect to allow aboriginals to make 
affirmations. It might lead to one or two 
more convictions of guilty, but many more of 
innocent persons.

Mr. DeCosmos said there had been a case 
of late in which a man bad been convicted 
entirely on Indian testimony, and judging 
from the newspaper reports it had not created 
a favorable impression. He would state that 
he for one was entirely opposed to any white 
man being convicted on the evidence of any 
aboriginal. Mr. DeCosmos pointed out the 
difficulty of interpreting the language, even 
by those skilled in it:

Dr, Helmcken coincided in the difficulty 
of interpreting the Indian language, which 
was a barbarous one, depending a good deal 
on intonation and gesture, and be knew of 
an instance where two skillful gentlemen 
gave quite opposite translations. As regarded 
their veracity, it was well known that when 
one tribe was prompted by feelings of ani­
mosity towards another they would not ad­
here to truth, and could not be depended

Progress was here reported, and the House 
adjourned till Friday, at one p.m,

BIG BEND !
The man who labored and toiled Fo Miners and Travellers.
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WHOLESALE.
Allen Phillips, for wholesale, for house on 

Fort street. Granted.
Application for license by Joe Lovett for a 

house on Blanchard street. Postponed for 
one day to allow the Police to examine the 
premises.

TRANSFERS.
Albion Saloon, Johnson street—from Jeff­

rey to Mills. Granted.
Mr. Walter Miles gave notice of an appli­

cation for a license for a house on the corner 
of Fisgard and Government streets. Leave 
granted to apply next month.

Any One can use Them.The bill protecting inventions came np for 
second reading.

Dr. Helmeken was entirely opposed to the 
bill ; there was no use for a patent law in this 
colony, it would be better that the colony 
should have the benefit of inventions and 
that they should be patented elsewhere. It 
was found to work badly in the old countries 
and opened the way to all kinds of black 
mail, those who made the inventions were 
not the ones who reaped the benefit. The 
bill was premature altogether, as we were 
not likely to have any very important inven­
tions made in onr small population. It would 
be better if the patent law could be abolished 
altogether. He thought the bill would do 
more harm than good.

Mr. McClure thought the hon. Speaker 
rather inconsistent in his remarks- He first 
said patent laws proved mischievous in large 
communities, and then said the present bill 
was toe premature, on account of our being 
a small community. The general conclusions 
of the hon. gentleman were, he thought, 
equally erroneous. So far from patent laws 
being things of the past, they existed at the 
present time in every civilized country. 
Throughout the United States, jn the North 
American colonies, in England and over 
Europe. In England a debate had not long 
ago taken place on the patent law in the 
Social Science Congress, but so far from the 
Speaker’s ideas being in the ascendant there 
the general conclusion was not to abolish the 
law but to make it more liberal—more, in 
fact, after the pattern of the United States 
In the latter country the patent system was 
carried ont to the uttermost, and what was 
the result ? Why, mere useful inventions 
than could be fouod in any other country. 
The patent law was no donbt the chief cause 
of this extraordinary development of the in­
ventive faculty which was to be found in the 
United States. To consider the matter, how­
ever, as one of justice, the man who toiled to 
produce something useful to mankind should 
reap the benefit. Without a patent law any 
person could come in and claim every ad­
vantage enjoyed by the inventor, although 
the latter had all the toil and all the expense 
of bringing the invention to light.

Mr. Carswell—Perhaps some light can be 
thrown by the hon. Speaker on patent medi­
cines (laughter).

Dr. Helmcken—Patent medicines mean 
opening medicines (laughter). I don’t be­
lieve in patent medicines. I am opposed to 
this bill in principle, and to patent laws in 
principle. The population is too small. Snoh 
things may exist in British Columbia, but we 
have nothing to do with them. We are told 
the Social Science Congress came to the 
opposite conclusion to what I have done. 
Some time ago the House of Commons eli­
cited a mass of evidence from which I was 
led to the conclusion that the patent law 
worked evil instead of good.

Mr. DeCosmos concurred in the principle 
of the bill, and differed with the hon. Speaker, 
who attempted to show that the pateat law 
interfered with inventions. The people of 
the United States, who are an inventive 
people, were much stimulated by the patent 
law to make discoveries and improvements in

A basin of water ia all that is required to product 
the most brilliant and iashionable colours on

Silks, Woollens, Cottons, Ribbons, &c., ia 
ten minutes, by the use of

Judson’s Simple Dyes.
Ten colours, Price Is, 6d. 2s. 6d., and 6s. per bottle.
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WHOLESALE DEPOT—19a.Coleman at.. London 
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COUNTRY.
Saanich.—Postponed application of Mr. 

Lind for a house at South Saanich.
Mr. Bishop for the applicant, Mr. Copland 

opposed on behalf of Mr. Porter, the proprie­
tor of a house at South Saanich. The local 
magistrates Messrs. Harris and Anderson, 
considering that a house was required in that 
district, the court therefore granted the ap­
plication.

B*

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Thursday, April 5.
Council met at 2:30 p.m. Present—The 

Hons. Chief Justice [presiding], Colonial 
Secretary, Attorney General, Treasurer, 
Surveyor General, Donald Fraser, H. Rhodes.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.
The Hon. Attorney General introduced a 

bill regulating Weights and Measures, which 
was read the first time.

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES.
This bill was also read the first time.

VOLUNTEER COBPS BILL.
The Council went into Committee on this 

bill, regulating the Volunteer force of 
the Colony, the Hon. Treasurer in the chair, 
which occupied the remainder of the session, 
clause 1 to 11 being passed with verbal and 
other trivial amendments, and the Council 
adjourned until Monday.

New Paddle Wheels.—The S. F. Alta 
gives the following description of a new 
paddle wheel invented by a young mechanio 
at the Bay City, who has applied for a patent: 
—The feathering of the paddles is effected by 
a very simple contrivance, consisting of a 
lever working solely by the power of gravi­
tation, which locks and unlocks the buckets 
as the wheel revolves, each paddle working 
independently of the others. The invention 
has been tried upon a four foot model, and 
worked to the entire satisfaction of compe­
tent mechanics and scientific men who wit­
nessed the trial. A model of the invention 
will be placed on exhibition at the Mechanic’s 
Exchange, for the inspection of steamboat 
men and others interested in such matters.
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PICKLES, SAUCES, JAMS.&C
[(FREE FROM ADULTERATION,)

MANUFACTURED BY

CROSSE 6L BLACKWELL,
PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN-'

SOHO SQUARE, LONDON.

CROSSE St BLACKWELL’S
Renowned flrsGelass Manufactures are obtainable 

lrom every respectable Provision Dealer 
in the World.

Purchasers desirous ol being supplied with O. a 
B.’s goods, which are all oi the beet quality, and ol 
a thoroughly wholesome character, should be care­
ful to see that interior articles are not substituted. 
Their genuine preparations bear their names and 
address upon the labels.

Their Piokles are all prepared in Pare Malt Vine­
gar, boiled in Oak Vats, t>y means ot Platinum 
Steam Coils, thus avoiding all possibility of con­
tact with Copper, or any other injurious metal; 
and they are precisely similar in quality to those 
supplied by them for use at

C HER MAJESTY’S TABLE.
Oxford Sausages, Patent Preser pexHams, Cheese 

and Baoon, Yorkshire Game and Pork Pates, Freeh 
Oysters in Tins, Salmon Cutlets, Whitebait, Fillets 
of Soles, Bologne Sausages, Herrings a la Sardines, 
Soaps, Meats, and Vegetables in Tins, Fruits in 
Syrup, also in Noyeau and Brandy, Crystallized 
Fruits, all ol which, as well as many articles too 
numerous to include in an advertisement, they can 
strongly recommend. Their Salad Oil ia the finest 
imported.

C. ft B. are AGENTS for LEA ft PERRINS j 
CELEBRATED WORCESTERS HIRE SAUCE, 
Carstairs’ Sir Robert Peel’s Sauce, M. Boyer’s 
Sanoes, Relish and Aromatic Mustard, Payne’s 
Royal Osborne Sauce, Captain White’s Oriental 
Pickle, Carry Powder and Paste, and Mulligatawny 
Paste, Grimawde’s Dessioated Milk, and lor Ma­
son’s French Chocolate. eowHolloway’s Ointment and Pills—These 

potent remedies constitute a materia mediea in 
themselves, for there is no i'temal or external 
disorder contiollable by m où tine for which tjhe 
one or the other of them ia not a positive remedy 
—eruptions, tumors, scrofula, scurvy, cancer, 
asthma, rheumatism, gout, and dropsy entirely 
subside and disappear under the action of these 
joint medicines ; and in cases of indigestion, sick 
headache, bile, liver complaints, debility, and 
other disorders originating in the internal organs, 
the Pills produce the most astonishing results im­
aginable. The student of Nature knows how sim­
ple are her ways ; if one preparation can throw 
out all the imparities of the blood, disease Is con­
quered and art is triumphant, because it adopted 
Hie simplicity of Nature.

CARD OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT.

TO MB. W. D. MOSES :
OIB.—IW THB tears isee and

1861, lrom a long and severe illness, my hair 
became very weak, and was failing ofl in a most 
fearlul manner, and I was in dread oi becoming 
entirely bald when I was recommended by a lady 
residing in Fort street to try your INTIGORA- 
TOK. Alter a lew applications by you, and after 
using three bottles ot the Invigorator, my hair wa s 
restored and became as thick and strong as it evs t

MARY A. LEWIS,
Johnson street. 

ap2ImVictoria, V.I., March 27,1866.
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