Conservatives Hold Final
Meeting in West London

Mr. Beck and Others Address
Electors in Collins’ Hall.

The Ex-Mayor Again Carefully
Avoided Many Charges.

Took Credit for Breakwater for the
Suburb —Mr. Wm. Gray on “The
Ciub’’ Appolntments.

The final meeting in the interests of
Mr. Beck was held in Colling’ Hall,
West London, last evening, when the
old building, the scene of so many
lively municipal and poliucal gather-
ings in years gone by, was well filled
with the sdpporters of the Conserva-
tive and considerable
prevailed. Mr. Beck,
Gray, and ex-Ald. Judd were
principal speakers, and their

candidate, en-
Mr.
the
remarks

thusiasm

were largely a repetition of what lhvy;

said at the East London meeting. Out-
side of provincial issues, Mr. Beck con-
fined himself to two matters—the
breakwater and the extension of the
Port Stanley—avoiding the
charges made against him.
so far as to take credit to himsell
for the present position of affairs as
regards the breakwater, and atie mpted
to throw cold water on the statement
made that the Ontario Government,
through Dr. Routledge, had offered to
pay a portion of the cost.

Mr. Levi Hammond occupied the
chair, and as Mayor Beck aad Ald.
Judd did not arrive until after 8:30
o'clock, he called on Ald. Matthews.
The latter was greeted with cries of
“The Coming Mayor.” He said he
had been struck in the present cam-
paign with the Ross Government's
lack of policy, especially in the city
of London.
herse the ex-mayor was to give to the
fire department, and said that before
publishing anything about the matter
The Advertiser should have gone to
him (the speaker) to learn the facts of
the case. Ald. Matthews gave the ex-
mayor credit for the present break-
water scheme, saying that he saw the
first proposition would have been de-
feated if it went to the ratepayers.

Liberals In Power Too Long.

Ald. Forristal followed Ald.
thews, and he assured
that this election was the most im-
portant since confederation. If the
Province got four years more of the
Ross Government it would be a calami-
ity, for the Liberals had been in power
far too long—fully fifteen years. There
was no precedent in the Dritish Em-
pire for a Government remaining in
power so many years, the iongest Gov-
ernment ever known being that of Sir
Robert Walpole, which, by the way,
was the most corrupt tnat England
ever knew. Ald. Forristal went on to
say that when the Ontario Govern-
ment went into power it had endless
timber lands.

“And what have we got now? asked
Ald. Forristal. “The Conservatives
have not been able to get a look into
the books at Toronto, but after Wed-
nesday next, when they will have ac-
cess to the books, it will he found that
there is very little left.”” Ald. Forristal
cited the sale of a timber berth to
Sullivan for a small amount, compared
with what it was afterwards sold for,
and said that in the face of such an
act “the Liberals had the cheek, the
gall, the audacity to come to the people
and ask for a new lease of power.”
He also grew very indignant at The
Advertiser, owing to its ecriticism of
Mr. Beck. “To think,” he said, “of
such a thing. Is it not a disgraceful
thing to think that a man like Mr.
Beck, after serving three Yyears as
mayor of the city, should be reviled,
belief, as he has been?”

Ald, Forristal dealt with the over-
draft, for which he claimed ex-Mayor
leck was in no way responsible, and
he concluded by attacking the Ross
Administration, which, he said, was
“steeped to the lips in corruption.”

Admits ““ Club’s”" Appointments.

Mr. William Gray, who was well re-
ceived, devoted some attention to the
statement made by Mr. Rumball in
West Londen that all appointments
made during Mr. k's regime had
come from the Conservative Club. It
was very bad taste to attack the Con-
servatives on that score.

‘“As the
tive Club,” exclaimed
mever hide our light
We do everything above board,
order that the citizens can see us. If
we can bear the sins of appointments
we are going to have sometRing to say
in making them. All we sy it that
they must be honest men, clean men,
men fit to hold the position.” Did the
Liberals of tne Province, he
ever appoint an out and out Conser-
vative or did they even allow a Con-
servative merchant to sell a piece of
goods to any of the institutions? Like
the speakers who preceded him, Mr.
Beck did not approve of The Adver-

Talked About Braakwater.

Ex-Mayor Beck
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Mr. Rumball
ernment to
grant to the work, even
ernment is returned. He (Mr. Beck)
took credit for attempting to get aid
from the Government for a break-
water, and said that he met with
little success, as other
also seeking aid for similar purposes.
It was impossible under the amalga-
mation agreement for the city to do
anything more in the matter of
breakwater than it had done, but he
saw that the agreement
the first of the year, and that then the
way would be clear for another move,
Engineer Jennings was called
“They say I was not at the meetings,”
said the speaker. “I couldn't be in

can
move in

the
the

Ross

matter of

get
a

half a dozen places at once, but I was |

In touch with the
committee.”
don owed nothing to the city or Gov-
ernment for the breakwater.

The speaker fought shy again of the
various charges made against him,
saying that in making them The Ad-
vertiser and the Liberals were simply
attempting to draw attention from the
real questions at issue. He reviewed
his actions in regard to the extension

movements of the
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of the Port Stanley lease, and admitted
that during his public career he had
made mistakes and enemies. Touching
on the charge that he had drawn his
full indemnity without fulfilling his
duties as a member of the House, he
said he believed he had done his work
as well as it could be done.

Where the Surplus Came From.

He supported the application for a
charter for an eleetric line to parallel
the Southwestern Traction for the
simple reason that he felt the road
would be of great benefit to the city
of l.ondon. Regarding the provincial
surplus, Mr. Beck said that with a
number of other hospital representa-
tives he had waited on the Premier
and asked for an increased grant to
the hospitals of the Province, and was
told that it would be impossible to da
! 80, a8 the normal expenditures already
exceeded the revenue, Yet in the face
of this the Government claimed to
,have a surplus of nearly $3,000,000.
"I‘hut money was secured on bonds
{ from the Dominion Government, and
in no other way. It did not come
from the sale of timber lands, because
the money received from that source
went towards the management of the
country’s affairs. Of Mr. Whitney,
ex-Mayor Beck said he had more
virtues than a smooth tongue—if such
could be called a virtue—and what he
had promised to do was within his
| means to accomplish when he became
Premier. He did not rely upon prom-
ises to secure his election.

“How many fishery inspectors?”
asked a man at the back of the hall,
when the ex-mayor was speaking of
the appointment of factory inspectors.

“As many as they want,” answered
Mr. Beck. “They appoint them all
over. They hesitate not, and they
give away the licenses, too, but when
it comes to factory inspectors, they
appoint none. In regard to coalition,
Mr. Beck said that if Mr. Gibson made
the proposition for coalition without
the approval of his leader, he was a
traitor and wanted to throw out Mr.
Ross. Mr. Ross was not telling the
truth when he said it was not with
the proposition
| was made to Mr. Whitney.

Ex-Ald. Judd followed the Conser-
vative candidate, giving seven reasons
why the Conservative candidate should
be supported.

The meeting then
the usual cheers.

LIBERALS’ CHOICE
IN WEST HURON

Mr. Malcolm G. Cameron, K. C., of
Goderich, the Liberal candidate for

1

concluded with

| West Huron, is a son of the late Hon.

M. C. Cameron, who for almost a quar-
ter of a century represented one of the
Hurons in the Dominion House, and

l

| of the town.

| served three years

'Mr. M. J. Cameron, West Huron

was at the time of his death Lieuten-
ant-Governor of the Northwest Terri-
tories. Mr. Cameron was born in God-
erich, studied law, and is now prac-
ticing his profession in his native
town. He has served the people in the
capacity of mayor, being elected by ac-
clamation in 1902, and has at all times
taken a keen interest in the welfare
Mr. Cameron was creat-
Counsel in May, 1902,
as an examiner of

ed a King's

| the Law Society of Ontario, and was

executive of the Conserva- !

‘We | In the present campaign Mr. Cameron

in |

asked, |

delved !

if the Gov- |

places were |

a

expired at |

The people of West Lon- |

one of the commissioners for the con-
solidation of the Dominion statutes.

is receiving the unanimous support of
the West Huron Liberals, and his elec-
tion is looked upon as a certainty.

JOTTINGS FROM
NEAR-BY PLACES

'Furnished by the Special and
Occasional Correspondents
of the Advertiser.

EKOMOKA.

Komoka, Jan. 23.—The Young People's
Society ol the Presbyterian Church will
meet on Wednesday evening, at 8 o’clock.
The meeting will be
! educational committee and the topic for
discussion is “‘The Life and Works of
| Robert Burns,” which, no doubt, will

| prove interesting as well as instructive.

| A cordial invitation is extended to all.
The young people of the village and
| vicinity held a box social in the town hall
| on Friday evening, at which a most en-
joyable time was spent in numerous
.games and other amusements.
Miss Margaret Stewart, of
' spent Sunday at her home here
Mr. and Mrs. Woodward, of
spent a short time with friends
| week.

The Presbyterian service will

London,

" Fernhill,
here last

in future

M. | commence at 2:30 p.m. on Sabbath.

| Miss J. Morgan
acquaintances here.

There will be service in the Baptist
" Church on Sunday evening at 7:30 o’clock.
i Mr. William Stewart is somewhat
| better.
{ Mr. Colvin,
this vicinity.

Miss Gladys Madge is slowly improving.

STRATHROY.

Strathroy, Jan. 24—The Young Men’'s
Club meetingy
cently, was a very enjoyable and profit-
able one. Mr. L. H. Smith gave a very
instructive talk on the subject of “Econ-
omy,” laying down rules which, if faith-

has been renewing

of Detroit, is vigiting in

success for any would-be business man.
Mr. E. Rowland, private banker, also
favored the club with a very interesting
address on the constitutions of Canada
and the United States.

Mr. C. F. Craig, son of our town clerk,
who has been identitied with the Metro-
politan Trust and Savings Bank, of Chi-
cago, has been advanced to the respon-
sible position of assistant cashier of the
institution.

The superintendents of the different de-
partments of the dairy school, and-also
a large number of the students, attended
the dairy convention at Stratford last

PO 2

in charge of the'

held in their rooms re-.

fully followed, would prove the key to

Rev. W. McDonagh, of
a visitor in Strathroy last w

The vital statistics for 1904
47, mal es 26, deaths 54.

Mr. A. Green, a colored man, was ar-
rested by Chief Wilson near Komoka,
charged with entering and stealing skins
from Mr. . Hoskins’ tinshop a week
ago. The skins were sold to Mr. J. E.
Getty, butcher, at Komoka.

Rev. Mr. Bowen, of Watford, has been
assisting Rev. Mr. Dack at_the Baptist
Church in his dspeclal meetings. Large
{crowds attended.

On Sunday, Jan. 15, Right Rev. Bishop
‘McEvay, of London; Father Aylward, of
{ London; Father Devlin, of Montreal, anq
{Father Hogan, pastor of All Saints
Church, Strathroy, dedicated the new
and handsome St. Patrick’s Church of
Adelaide. A large crowd attended the
opening services, including a number
from Strathroy. The collections were
very gratifying, and Father Hogan is to
' be congratulated for his zeal and energy
in the erection of this comfortable and
pretty church in so short a time. The
contract was carried out by Mr. John
Murray, of Strathroy.

ALVINSTON.

Alvinston, Jan. 24—The anniversary
services held in the Guthrie Presbyterian
Church were largely attended, and the
tea meeting on Monday evening was a
decided success. The Misses Finlayson,
of Glencoe, contributed largely to the
programme; also Mrs. McGregor, of
‘Walnut; Miss Minnie McLachlan, of Al-
vinston, and Messrs. J. Warner and D,
Livingstone.

The Jamieson Bros.,, of London,
humorous entertainers, will be the main
attraction at the hockey club concert;
also the following local talent will take
part: Miss McLachlan, soloist; Miss M.
Houston, elocutionist; Messrs. W. H.
Hunt, G. H. C. Norsworthy, J. E. War-
ner, D. Livingstone and A. Russell,
soloists.

A mass meeting of the electors of Al-
vinston and vicinity was held in the
opera house, Alvinston, on Friday even-
ing, Jan. 20, in the interests of H.
Pettypiece, the Reform candidate.

. Maggie Smith died at the home of her

other on Saturday, 14th inst. The re-
mains were interred in the Alvinston
Cemetery on Tuesday.

Mr. W. H. McCabe, of Wallaceburg,
as returned home.

Mrs. W. E. Mertens, of Toronto, is the
guest of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wm.
Irving.

Mrs. McFayden, of Oil Springs,
the guest of Mrs. Ketch recently.

THORNDALE.

Thorndale, Jan. 24—Mr. William Me-
Martin is busily preparing to build a
large brick house in the spring on Main
street. We extend a hearty welcome to
' Mr. McMartin to become one of our citi-
zens. :

As is usual at this time of the year,
there is considerable sickness in the
village and vicinity, and the doctors are
very busy.

Rev. D. Rogers has been holding night-
ly meetings at Bethesda. They were
very well attended and much interest
was taken in them.

Mr. Murison, M.A., Ph.D., of Toronto
University, gave a lecture here in the
Masonic Hall on Friday evening last,
entitled ‘““The Old Testament and Recent
Discoveries. -There was a good-sized
crowd out, and those who attended were
well repaid by hearing an interesting dis-
course. The doctor went quite exhaust-
ively into the very early history of Baby-
lonia, Egypt and Assyria, back as far
as we have any authentic records, name-
ly, 3800 B.C., and briefly tracing the his-
tory of those nations down to the time
of Christ’s birth, showed how perfectly
they agreed with the early history of
the Bible. These meetings are proving
very interesting, and it is certainly a
privilege to have the opportunity of re-
ceiving so much valuable information
: from the lecturers of the university. On
{ motion .of Rev. Messrs. Lochead and
: Rogers, a hearty vote of thanks was
tendered Mr. Murison.

SOUTH DELAWARE.

South Delaware, Jan. 24.—Miss Gertrude
Leach, of Wanstead, who has been visit-
ing here, has left for Woodstock, to visit

| relatives there.

Jas. Campbell has purchased a match-
i ed pair of roadsters that can step to the
| pole with a merry clip.

'~ Rev. R. MeclIntyre has purchased a
handsome 3-year-old roadster from Mc-

; Cully Bros.

i Miss Prior was in London last week,

| attending the wedding of Miss Bowley.

William Leach, who has been in Lon-
i don the past two weeks on the jury, is
home again.

{ Thomas Johnstone met with a painful
accident last week. While proceeding
along the road with a load of wood, it
upset and fell on Mr. Johnstone. Had it
not been for the timely arrival of others,
the result might have been fatal. Mr.

Johnstone had one rib broken and was

hurt internally, but is now progressing

rapidly.
{ Mr. and Mrs. A. Thompson entertained

a number of young people on Tuesday

evening. They had cards and dancing,
and all had a most enjoyable time.

Quite a number from here will take in
the Scottish concert in London on Feb.
2, to hear Jessie Maclachlan and Harold
i Jarvis, who are great favorites here, and
who will be assisted by three other lead-
ing stars.

Mrs. William Leach has returned home,
after visiting her sister, Mrs. Lyman, of
Caradoc.

Mr. John Johnstone is on the sick list.

Miss Bertie Leach is visiting friends
in St. Thomas.

J. W. Henderson is laid up with inflam-
mation,K of the eyes.

WATFORD.

Watford, Jan. 24.—Mrs. McFayden, of
\\'amcuuver. is visiting her mother, Mrs.
{ (Dr.) Harvey, Front street.
| Samuel White was
Thursday.

Rev. Arthur E. Doane, who has been
! spending a few days with his parents
here, returned te Wilkesport on Friday.

James MecKercher, North Dakota, is
visiting his brother, John McKercher, of
this town.

Davis Hamilton made a business trip
to Alvinston on Tuesday.

A most enjoyable ‘2t home,” under the
auspices of the Ladies’ Aid of the Metho-
dist Church, was held at the residence
of Dr. Hicks on Wednesday afternoon.

Messrs. Percy Ward and James Mec-
Intyre and Miss Stella McIntyre, of Lon-
don; C. Moncrieff and J. Ford, of
Petrolea, attending the dancjng party in
Caldwell’s Hall on Wednesday evening.

Miss L. Thompson, of Gravenhurst, is
the guest of her aunt, Mrs. D. Gillies,
Front street.

Mrs. Thompson and son, Moosejaw, are
visiting at the Methodist parsonage.

Mr. J. BE. Armstrong, M.P., Petrolea,
'as a Watford visitor on Thursday.
C. H. Routcliffe, of Hamilton, was here
last week.

Rev. A. J. Bowen is in Strathroy, as-
sisting in special revival services.

Mr. Andrew Moffatt, of Moosejaw, N.
W. T., is on a visit to his mother, Mrs:
Fleming, after an absence of seventeen
years.

Mr. and Mrs. John Thomas, of Inwood,
entertained a couple of sleigh loads of
friends from Watford on Thursday.

ICEBREAKER A GOOD ONE
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Montcalm Is Clearing a Passage to
Insure Early Navigation.

Quebec, Jan. 23. — On Saturday last
the icebreaker Montcalm made a de-
termined onslaught on the ice-bridge
formation at Cape Rouge, and suc-
ceeded in cutting off large portions.
{ On one occasion the steamer went up
on top of the bridge to the extent of
her full length, and was released
with considerable difficulty. The crew
were obliged to let the water out.of
. her forward tanks before the vessel
| could be backed from her position
into the water. Yesterday Mr. and
Mrs. Andrew Allen, Mr. and Mrs.
Kidd, from Montreal; Col. Wilson and
Miss Dorthy White, Mr. J. U.
Gregory and others went on board the
Montcalm, which afterwards proceed-
ed to Cape Rouge to continue its work.
Mr. Gregory states that the ice-break-
ler had splendid success, and is now
! assured that the object of breaking
up the Cape Rouge ice bridge and the
ice formation higher up the river in
order to give Montreal earl ynaviga-
tion in the spring is assured. Mr.
Gregory explains that the ice forma-
tion in the narrows at Cape Rouge is
bottle-shaped, and yesterday the
Montcalm succeeded in knocking away
the neck and a good part of the body,
and there was no doubt in his mind
but what the Montcalm could accom-
plish the work laid out for it, and
make earlier navigation to Montreal
in the spring quite feasible,

in Petrolea on |

|
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ELECTION BATTLE
" THINS THE HOUSE

et i

Commons Sits a Bare Twenty
Minutes Throngh Lack of
Numbers.

Ottawa, Ont., Jan, 23. — The clos-
ing hours of the provincial campaign.
‘the hottest that has raged for many
moons, told on the attendance at the
Commons. today, many of the mein-
bers being actively engaged in their
respective, ridings, In consequence,
the House sat a bare twenty minutes.

An installment of ‘the Auditor-Gen-
eral’s report was tabled by the Ire-
mier. It relates to several of the de-
partments, and will give the Opposi-
tion an excellent opportunity to fa-
miliarize itself with the contents when
the House next moves into supply.

Mr. MacLean wanted to know when
his measure to amend the railway act
would receive its second reading, Con-

sidering its importance the Premer
thought it well to wait until there was
a better attendance in the FHouse, pes-
sibly next week.

The bill increasing the pay
Northwest
a first time.

Replying to a question by Mr. Mac-
Lean (Queen’s, P. E. 1.), Mr. Emmer-
son said the total expenditure in con-
nection with the ‘Murray harpor branch
of the P. E. 1. Railway to Jan, 1

of the
Mounted Police was read

| was $1,018,711; on the Hillsboro bridge,

$1,220,968.

Mr. Wilmot was informed that the
order-in-council granting free irans-
portation of hay over the Intercolonial

ifand P. E, I, Raiilways was limited to

31st December last, gxcept for such as
had been bona fide ordered between
Oct. 8 and Dec. 31, and for which cars
could not be provided at the time, and
under this arrangement hay is stili
being carried and over these Gov-
ernment railways.

In deference to the wishes of the Opn-
position, who desire to have the Audi-
tor-General’s report before taking up
the estimates, . Sir Wilfrid Laurier
moved ‘that the House adjourn, The
section of the Auditor-General’'s re-
port already down will be taken up in
supply today.

GUARANTEED CURE FOR PILES

Itching, Blind, Bleeding or Protruding
Piles. Your druggist will refund money if
PAZO OINTMENT fails to cure you in
6 to 14 days. ywt

— e

The University of California at Ber-
keley faces a magnificent view of bay,
island and shore, but the high hills be-
hind it are bare, They are to be cov-
ered with redwoods, firs, manranitas,
tan and white oaks and madrones.

Children
Are Underfed

THE RESULT IS WEAKNESS, RICK-
ETS, ST. VITUS' DANCE AND
MANY ILLS OF CHILDHOOD

—THE CURE IS
DR.

CHASE’S
NERVE FOGD

“Nine-tenths of children are under-
fed,” writes a great English scientist
who made an exhaustive stddy of the
subject.

Children require double nourish-
ment—to enable them to grow as well
as to repair the wear and tear conse-
quent on living.

Active exercise of mind and body,
together with growth and physiological
changes, consume nerve force at a tre-
mendous rate, exhaust the supply of
rich blood and leave the body weak
and liable to disease.

Pallor and weakness, weak eyes,
nervousness, skin diseases, rickets, St.
Vitus’ dance and constant liability to
catch cold and to contract the disease
of childhood are the resgult.

As a means of restoring the vitality
of weak, puny children there is no
preparation so effective as Dr. Chase’s
Nerve Food.

Being mild and gentle in action and
powerful as a creator of new, rich
blood and nerve force, this great food
cure is admirably suited to the needs
of ehildhood, soon adds new, firm flesh
and tissue to the weak and emaciated
body, and restores the vigor of robust
childhood. -

There is no means by which nour-
ishment is so directly supplied to the
blood and nerves as by the use of Dr.
Chase’s Nerve ‘Food, because this pre-
paration i8 composed entirely of the
elements of nature whic¢h are required
to buyild up and restore strength to
the system. :

Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food, 50 cents a
box, -at all dealers, or Edmanson, Bates
& Co., Toronte. - ., portrait and
signature of Dr. A, W. Chase, the
famous receipt book author, are aon
every bo: i

portune.

secure warm bedding at such exceptional price

approval.

THE WEATHER TODAY--Light snowfalls.:

Regular $5.00 Trimmed
2o Hats for Only $1.95

15 only Silk Velvet Hats and Bonnets (only 3 Bonnets),

were regularly

sold at not less than $5.00 each.
choice of these now at only......cocoiimiiisiiannneen

Your

- $1.95

Also a few Black and Colored Shapes, worth $2.00 each.

Salling at only...........

eressase

Special Jannar

y Sale of

Blankets and Comforfers

These special bargains in Blankets, Cotton and Eiderdown Comforters are op-

The usual cold months of February and March have vet to come, and to
s will not fail to meet with your hearty
We want customers to more than ever feel that this is their store and that

our values are unsurpassed. A special visit at this special time will fully repay you.

Regular $6.50 and $6.

20 pairs All-Wool Blanket

Regular $1.75 Cotton Comforters, size
Regular $2.25 Cotton Comforters, size
Regular $2.50 Cotton Comforters, size
Regular $3.25 Cotton Comforters, size
Regular $4.50 Eiderdown Comforters, sateen cover, selling at this
Regular $5.75 Eiderdown Comforters, French sateen cover, clearing at each, ONLY .o 80psonse s
75 Eiderdown Comfortess, French sateen cover, your choice for only

15 pairs All-Wool Blankets, in white and gray, size 60x80, regular

o

(

I

(

2x72, clearing at Special January Sale only.............
72x72, clearing at Special January Sale only«....cooeee
2x72, clearing at Special January Sale only........ccocee
72x72, fine sateen cover, Special Sale price..c..ooeeeie
Special Sale only.......... N

s, 1n white and gray, size 64x84, regular $3.75 sale price
8 pairs All-Wool Blankets, in white only, large size (66x86), regular $4

See East Window for Some of These Values.
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B0 Shale Prife....cooveeaens ’

By coming early vou will have the choice of the ertire range. Every one 1s
% o i . « i
bargain, but there may be a pattern or color that will suit you better.

accumulate

Linens which were cut for window display.
it will be some time before you will have an equal opportuuity agai. Quantities are
quite limited on some lines, so come early.

Wednesday the Last Day of Our
January Linen $Sale.

On Wednesday morning we will start to clear out all Odds and Ends that have
d during this great sale, also all ends of Bleached and Unbleached Table
Don’t miss this sale on Wednesday, as

Smallman

149, 151 and 153 DUNDAS STREET.
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BIGGER BATTLESHIPS

Steel Leviathans Under €onstruction
by World Powers.

London, Jan. 23.—As one of the most
notable features in the piogress of
naval construction is the continued
growth in the size of battie ships and
armored cruisers, it interesting
turn to the new edition just published
of F. T. Jane's volume, “All the
World’s Fighting Ships,” in which he
has embodied the classiiication =f the
warships of the world.

To the big class of battleshins he has
assigned the classification Al. It is a
significant fact that amonz the [irst-
class powers Italy, Germany and
Austro-Hungary are not represented
in this class, but the other chief
powers have a number of these mailed
leviathans in hand. The Unrited States
and France both lead .ireat PEritain
in the “Al1” battleships building.

Now, it is said, designs have been
prepared by Phillip Watts ior new
battleships bigger and more powerful
and most costly. Yet thcre is a con-
siderable body of opinion agaiust this
policy of putting so many eggs in one
basket.

Among the opponents of more power-
ful ships may be mentioned Admiral
Sir E. R. Fremantle, Admira: Sir John
Hopkins and Sir Edward Reed, former
director of naval construction.

is

In the current issue of the TUnited
Service Magazine is an article by Ad-
miral Fremantle, in which he urges
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dimensions, with as much force
possible. He writes.

“In Nelson’s words, ‘Two
fours alongside are bhetter than one
three-decker a long ways off.” I
tainly should prefer to see the

as

seventy-

14,000 tons, and only a few vessels, say,
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strengthening the stomach. Thus ben-
efiting the baby whose
pends on _that. of its mother.
alsn he mixed with the fool of

It may
the

the need of batt{esbips of noderate
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jority of our battleships of 13,000 to

six or eight, should be
VIil.s or Lord Nelsons.”

Admiral Fremantle supports his
views on strategical and tactical
grounds and by appeal 1o history. A3
to cost, he points out that for threeo
Lord Nelsons the nation probably could

King Edward

| have four ships of 13,000 10 14,000 tons,
! of 20 knots speed, good Hrotection and
! armament, and. at least as powerful as

the |

the newest German batt!2ships.
—————p——————
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