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take the to rôtir
hotel, I to my spying,*

"But," sold Sir Ralph, loehtnp round 
the room, "why should we go to aa 
hotel t This le very oomtortable, and 
we are out of the world hero—eh, 
Lilian r

"I thought,* eald Clartoee, limply, 
"that this would hare beau tee mean 
a place tor you. At an hotel you would
get more comfort end luxury. This—" 

“You lire he#e,” s4!d Lilian, looking 
at him eloquently; "It wee net too 
poor for you—r"

“I,” he said, with a .smile. "I
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The Times report
itatee Mr. Kipling said t-

"You hare referred with great la- 
«ulgen.ee to an author of my name. 
An hour ago I admit I waa that 
author i but, thanks to the high hon­
our which you have done me, I am 
now a Stationer, duly entered and 
eltgated.

"This la a heavy responsibility; 
for one cannot deny that the world 
mght hare been happier if stationary 
had never been Invented. Yet It must 
have been a brother of our mystery— 
an original Hleratlo Stationer—who 
first discovered that It you soak the 
leaves ot the papyrus plant In the 
muddy waters of the Nile, and heat 
upon them with a mallet, the beast­
ly stuff sticks together and makes 
what looks like paper.

."So we called It paper, and we 
supplied It as stationery, and men be­
gan to wrtt^ upon It with reed pons. 
And when. In the course of time, we 
h«d rooted every green, thing out 
of the Valley of the Nile; when we 
had killed the, fatted calf, and the 
untatted calf, and the calf unborn, to 
make vellum, we tore the very rags 
off the backs of beggars, and we 
ground them and we pulped them to 
make more and more stationery.

"Why did we do that? Because 
some desperate soul, Impatient of the 
slow,"beautiful handicraft of the past, 
had invented an apparatus called the 
printing press. But a printing press 
without paper being as innocuous as 
an unloaded gun, we Instantly charged 
It with stationery—the magnificent 
paper of Caxton’s time—and t* im­
proved the machine itself; and vre 
devised special inks for it; and we 
created ^.the business for publishing 
and distribution, and among us we 
launched the Eleventh Plague on suf­
fering humanity.

“Since that dreadful (late there has 
not been a crime In thé Decalogue, 
from anonymous letter-writing to the 
spread of idealism, which we have not 
fostered, facilitated, and democratised. 
Incidentally, too, we have turned life 
into the nightmare of a never-empty 
waste-paper basket.

"Man is always at war with, or 
wondering over, himself or his 
neighbours, or his goods; and he 
must needs tell all three what he 
thinks about them. Through the ages 
the net output of his dreams and 
imaginings has come to be known as 
Literature. Nevertheless, many men
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ment at your
must have true blood in your votas, 
and a good heart to act so.”

Clarence rose with a suppressedA COMPLICATED TANGLE wins all! No otherplenty: "You give me credit for too 
much disinterestedness. It you would 
seek my motive, turn and find it— 
there!”

But Sir Ralph either did not or 
would not see, and Clarence, taking 
up hiq hat, said:

“Then it is settled that you remain 
here. I wifi go and tell the woman 
of the house and tommwcce my work;* 
then, adding that he should return 
shortly, he left "the room.

After arranging with the landlady, 
and giving her some commands to 
insure Sir Ralph’s comfort, he went 
out, and Lilian watched him walk 
quickly down the street, his brow 
knitted and heavy with thought."

CHAPTER XXII.
magnanimous forgiveness, and your 
honor.”

Clarence inclined his head, much 
moved at the speech, which, though 
characteristically grandiloquent, meant 
more than it* expressed.

“I am grateful, sir,” he-eaid, "and I 
will do my best to work this matter 
out. My life is at your service, and 
—Miss Melville's."

Lilian, with tears in her eyes, turn- 
ed a look of such loving gratitude up­
on him that he was fain to stroke his 
mustache and turn his eyes aside, lest 
they should become so eloquent as to 
annoy Sir Ralph, who, he was fully 
realizing, would never consent to mar­
ry his daughter to a nameless adven­
turer, though that adventurer had 
probably saved her life.

he said,

y "That I-might also conjecture," said 
I Clarence, slowly; "but I will not. If 
he he whom I suspect, then this 
tangle will want further unraveling. 
If It be he, we have to fight against 
as dark and diabolical a villain as 
earth holds."

His face darkene^ and his hand 
clinched fiercely.

Sir Ralph sighed confusedly, then 
he murmured :

"The motive can be found only in 
one person's grasp, and that is Lady 
Melville," and his eyes flashed.

Clarence’s face paled. -
"She,” Sir Ralph continued, “is the 

person, no doubt, who holds Rlver- 
shall. A scheming, wicked woman,

, whom I will punish, if the law has^ 
■ not lost alf power! A wicked, vile 

Woman ! ”
"Who saved my life.” thought CJar- 

"ince, with a deep sigh, which caused 
' Lilian to turn her grand, sympathetic 
eyes upon him,

"And now what course are we to 
pursue?" Asked Sir Ralph, sternly, but 
looking very reliantly upon the grave, 

i young face of his whilom tutor.
"Have you formed any plan?" Clar­

ence asked.
"N-o," said Sir Ralph. "I—well, 

i let me confess that I have relied on 
i you. Such is gratitude' Mr. Clifford ;
! it looks for favors to come. I am so 
overwhelmed by the service you have 
done me that I place myself in your 
hands, sensible of your courage, your
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may come up,” a pair of heavy feet, 
with heavy boots, came tramping up.

Lilian had re-entered the room, and 
looked with surprise and suspicion at 
the apparition of a country clown with

leggings,
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tight corduroy, trousers, 
heavy boots, ruicund face and a shock 
of red hair.

“You wished to see me 
Ralph, gravely.

"Ees, I do,” said the man, with a 
grin that stretched hie mouth, that 
was not a bad-looking one. "Ees, I do. 
I wants to see ’ee about a matter o’ 
blznise, yer honor.”

"Well?, What business?" asked Sir 
Ralph. "Where do you come from?

p. Tli, is ts ucl..
Kellogg foot*,'!said Sir

"FLAKES
CHAPTER XXIII. I

An hour afterwords Sir Ralph heard 
a knock at thé door, ihd, Lilian open­
ing it, found the landlady outside.

“If you plfease, miss, a person wants 
to see the gentleman.”

“My father, do you mean?" said 
Lilian, half frightened, but determin­
ed, let what might happen, that she 
would not leave the house or allow Sir 
Ralph to be carried away even by 
force.

“Yes, miss."
“Is he a gentleman "" asked Lilian, 

going outside the door that her father 
might not hear.

“Oh, law, no, miss! a country fel­
low; looks like a plaughman."

“Send him np, then," said Lilian, 
thinking it might be some messenger 
from Clarence. And the landlady, 
calling over. the banisters: 'Ton
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"What I . propose is this, 
after a pause; “that you and Miss Mel­
ville should, under some assumed 
name, take up your abode in some 
quiet hotel, while I play the spy and 
turn the tapies upon those who have 

worked this villainy. But if you pre­
fer it, I will go off this Instant and 
lay the matter before the police and 
leave it in their hands.”

"No, no; anything but the latter 
course. Could I endure to have the 
Melville name—her name”—and he 
glanced at Lilian—“dragged through 
the columns of the newspapers for 
every sweep to roll trippingly off his 
tongue? No, no; redress must be ob­
tained without publlcity-ï-at least, un-
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“Is over,” said the countryman, in 
quite another voice, and, pulling "on 
his red wig as he spoke, he revealed 
the features of Clarence Clifford.

Sir Ralph fell back a step or two 
and clutched the chair.

Lilian uttered a slight . cry and 
sprang forward.

"Oh, how could you? Well, well, I 
never!”—all blushes, smiles and her 
hand pressed against her fluttering 
bjsom.

Clarence smiled through., his red 
paint rather sadly.

“I wanted to test my disguise, and 
I could think of no better plan than 
this. It has deceived three of yon— 
the landlady, Sir Ralph and you."

He laid a slight stress on the last 
“you" that meant: "If It can deceive 
you. It should deceive, anyone."

Lilian, with an expressive, downcast 
expression of the eyes, understood 
him.

Sir Ralph nodded his head like a 
mandarin with approval and astonish­
ment ’ "N

"Admirable!” he said. “My dear 
Clifford, how did you In so short a 
time conceive and don such a com­
plete disguise? It is masterly!"

"Ay," said Clarence, gravely. "I
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