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CHAPTER 11,

The usurer heaved a profound sigh.

“Ah! Sir George, you must not talk
of time to one who numbers four
score years, and cannot expect to be
spared much longer. What I do, must
be done quickly. I cannot agree to &ny
postponement.”

The baronet sat for a few moments,
overwhelmed by the hypocrisy = and
callous indifference of th¢ speaker;
thén. his features working convulsive-
ly, he made another appeal.

“Mr. Goldryng, you have just lost a
son. You ought, then, to be able to
pity me when I tell you that my own
brave boy is now lying in a most dan-
gerous condition, and that if disgrace
falls upon me, it will so deeply affect
him that there is no chance of his sur-
viving it.”

“Very sad—very sad,” said the us-
urer, in the most tones,
“Wouldn't it be as well to. pay the
and spare your

equable

money, Sir George,
son’s feelings?”

“But I am not in a position to do sa.
1 am not a wealthy man. I should have
to mortgage my estate to satisfy your
demands, or, if you drive me to ex-
tremities, I must sell it. You cannot
wish me to do that.”

Luocas Goldryng waved his hands de-
precatingly.

“Now, what necessity can there be
for these painful details? They do not
concern me. I only ask for my own.
Surely, Sir George, you would not
wish to rob a poor old man, four score
yvears and upward, who has not a re-
lative in the world but one trouble-
some little kins-woman? When all is
said and done, my dear good friend,
we come back to the same point. ¥

' find your debt, among other unpaid

ones, in my son’s pocketbook; I de-
I am justified in
doing so; I cannot help it if you con-
sider yourself ill-used; people always
do when they are asked to pay. I ex-
pect you to pay at once. If you will not
I must resort to other ways and means
of getting a settlement.”

For some minutes the -girl, whose
presence her uncle had overlooked,
had been standing behind his chair,
an interested listener to the conversa-
tion. She could see the agony depiet-
ed on Sir George’s countemance, and
suddenly stepping forward, she start-
led both the ahsorbed men by exclaim-
ing:

“I will pay this money. How much
is it?”

“You, my dear child!” echoed the
baronet, staring at the i lttle
figure, in its .scanty and incongrous
garments, while Lucas Goldryng, with
a vicious gleam in his sunk®en eyes,
began groping about for his crutch-

weird

stick.

" “yeq,” she answered, quietly. “I am
a great heiress; Uncle Lucas will tell
you so. He will not give me any money
for myself, but he shall for you, and

you shall return it when you are able.

I should like to help somebody, and it

will make no difference to uncle.”
Bir George felt very much moved

by this inimﬂlﬁo ‘ofter. He saw that
it was prompted by the girl's naturaily
warm and generous heart, afnd he was
struggling for words in which to ex-
press his grateful sense of her good
nature, when, wit}x a growl and a
snarl like a wild beast, Lucas Gold-
ryng sprang upon her, and with one
clawlike hand grasping her. arm, he
began to 'rain\down such brutal blows
on her head and shoulders, that in-
stinctively she shrieked -for mercy,
and the indignant baronet sprang to
the rescue.

CHAPTER IIL

The scene was brought to a close
by the evil-tempered old usurer sud-
denly ceasing to resist Sir George
Ormsby’s endeavors to drag the
shrinking girl from his clutches, and
dropping. back in his chair in a fit. 8o
hideous did he look, that, forgetting
her bruised arm, the giry fled to seek
the help of Hannah, the old woman
who had admitted the baronet—the
ill-paid ¢fudge who scrubbed and toil-
ed with no reward but the gratifica-
tioh of her own innate love of clean-
liness and order.

She came muttering and grumbling
at being disturbed in her work, but
was silenced when she saw the eon-
dition of her master. Fortunately, she
had plenty of common sense at com-
mand, and began applying those re-
medies that were at hand. In this she
was assisted by the girl, who crept
back after her, and now chdfed the
sufferer’s hands, and bathed his tem-
ples as zealously as if she had mot
just endured his ill-usage.

“Have you ever seen Mr. Goldryng
suffering from a similar seizure?” Sir
George inquired.

“No, sir. And he looks awful bad,
don’'t he?” the woman whispered, with
an apprehensive air. “Don’t think he’s
dying, do ye?”

“I really cannot say. Will it not be
more satisfactory to have the opinion
of a medical man? If you will tell me
where the nearest one is to be found,
I will fetch him.”

But Hannah shook her head at the
proposal.

“1 daren’t send for a doctor, sir,
~without master’s leave. He'd say I was
an extravagant hussy for putting him
to such cost; and most likely he'd
stop the expense out of my Wwages,
though 'they’re little enough already,
goodness knows!"™

“But he cannot be allowed to le
here, and perhaps expire before our
eyes for the want of more efficient as-
sistance than we can render him,” the
baronet remonstrated; for he was be-
ginning to ask himself uneasily how
he should sécotint for his own pre-
gence in the house, if Mr. Goldryng
died, and public inguiry waﬁ' made in-
te the causes of his sudden decease.

Still the woman hesitated, not know-
ing what to do; and under thege cir-
cumstances it was no small relief
when the old man began to show signs
of recovering his senses. He pushed
aside thesecigater with which Han-
nah was plentitully bedewing his face
and head, and presently sat up, look-
ing- very feeble and exhausted; but in
the full possession of all his faeul-
ties. : :

Fedling tolerably sure that he woild
not bé able to renew his ill-treatment

of his ._nloc;. 8ir George now took his

—
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embroiling himself with her uncle,

‘méans of appedsing. ‘
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Baronet sorrowfully asked himselt,
“But, nay; he is such a preut-dhevi-
Her thdt he will gay I daid right to de-
fend the poor child. Can it be very
wicked to wish that this covetous old
Brite had not recovered so quickly
from his seigure? If he had lain long
enough to suffer a few of the tortures
he inflicts on others, it might have
taught him to be more merciful to
them.”

Sir George's hand was on the door.
when the voice of the servant recaliéd
him, and she came hurrylns across.
the hall.

“Please, sir, master wants ye. He's
gpoken quité sénsible like. Indeed,
he’'s a’most hisself again.”

The baronet felt an insuperable ob-
jection to encountering the old usurer
again; but His position ecompelled him
to be conciliatory, and he went back
to thé room, and civilly expressed his
hopes that Mr. Goldryng felt better.

Somewhat to his surprise, no anger
at his- interposition-in behalf -of the
girl appeared to possess the shakiﬂg,
gasping old man; who, though scarce-
ly able to steady his voice sufficient-
1y to make himself understood, was
hurling repréaches at his nieces.

“It was her fault—all her faylt,” he
panted, as he peinted his skinny fin-
ger to where she stood leaning list-
leasly against the wall. “She provokes
me till I lose all self-control. Didn’t
you hear her taunt me about her
money? She only did it to remind me
that it is hers—allherg, She has no
right to it—no right. It ought to have
been mine—mine, who helped to earn
it. My brother was an idiot when he
left it to a child who doesn’t know how
to use it; and, worse—worse than
this, left it to her unconditionally. It
was a madman’s will. I said it was at
the time, and so it was. Why, she ean
claim half when she marries, if it's
to-morrow, and the rest when " she
comes of age'! And so she defies me—
defies me!”

“What have I done?” asked the girl,
sullenly.

“What would you not do, if I wene
not always on the watch?”’ he saarled.
“Am I not obliged to keep you without
your shoes, hecause I detected you in
the very act of stealing out of the
house when you thought I was too
much engaged to miss you?”

‘It is a sin to wish to look at the
shops when they are lighted?” she de-
manded. “Who would not be tired of
staying in this dull, dreary house?”

“Is it correct. for a.girl of decent
parentage to be prowling about o’
nights? Did you not bribe the foolish
woman yonder to take you -to -some
low place of amusement, wh:re you
would have heen plundered of the few
ghillings T was ‘weak énough to let
you have, little thinking-to what use
you would put them? And aren’t you
always trying to make acquaintance
with loose, dissolute people, who,
when they get a fobting in the house,
would rob, and perhaps murder me?
But what woiuld you ' care? You—
you——" :

Here speech failed him, and he
could only lie back in his chalr, im-
potently trying to shake his stick at
her: while 8ir George looked from one
to the other, unable to decide how far
these charges were true. gy

But the girl, with the stolid air of
one who was so accistomed to hear

Jherself reviled that she had ceased to

fet it troblue her, stood chafing a livid
wale upon her thin arm, and made no
attempt, to defend herself; and, see-

 ing this, Mr. Goldryng addressed his

Hext speech to the baronet.

“She talked 1ike the fool she is
when she said what she did to you.
fhe cannot lend You. the money you
want. She cifinot toueh a halipenny
of it while: she is under my guardlan-
ghip. She is the plague of my life, 1
wish”—and he said this with a bitter
emphasis that.made his auditor shud-
der—"I wish she was dﬂt" :

whose vindictive spirit he had no
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up from the sea, the salmon are busy
in the autumn about their family af-
fairs in the small waters far up
afhong the hills.

. Stlmon and trout lay their eggs in
autumn, not spring. It 8 an inferest-
ing sight to watch them on the
gpawning beds. The hen fish chodses
a pool with a gravelly bottom, and
sets to scooping out -a sort of tremeh.
She seems to plough right inte the

in. which she lays her eggs may be
fully ten feet long.

The eggs, when laid and fertilized,
are carefully covered up, both par-
ents, taking their share at this work.
They keep at it until the trench be-
comes a mound known in fishermen's
language at a “redd.”

The hen salmon lays about nine
hundred eggs for each pound of her
weight, so even a ten- poum‘ fish will
deposit nine thousand eggs.

Onece the important business of the
gpawning is completed in British
waters the parent fish are free to de-
part.  But unless the water is ex-
eeptionally heavy they hang “abett,
waiting for a really big spate to en-

able them to make their return jour-
ney to ' the sea. So, even in the
following March, when salmon ang-
ling hds begun again, many 2 “kelt”
or bacgk fish is hooked in the river
and has to be carefully teplaced “by
the disappointed fisherman.

Bntxsh salmon differ entirely from

tormer get back to the sea alive, while
the latter never do so. This may be
becatise of the enmormous length of
Unitefl States and Canadian rivers.
The great salmon of Alaska swim up
as far as Caribou Crossing, which /is
2,250 miles from the mouth of the
Yukon River,

Imagine a fish accomplishing such
a journey without ene motthful of
food to sustain it on its way! Salmon
do not feed in fresh water. There is
no parallel in all Nature to such 2a
feat. And it i the more wonderful
because the salmon, when in the sea
is 8 most voracious feeder.

None of these United States and
Canadian salmon return to the ocean.
Not one! They simply starve to death
and their dead bodies, drifting ashore
pollute the river-banks for miles. .

Hven the smaller hump-back sal-
mon, which, as a rule, use the smaller
rivers and creeks of North America
for spawning purposes, fail to return
to salt water. These American sal-
mon thus provide another example of

with carelessness of the individual
life.—Saturday, Night, Toronto.

Evening Footwear' Ladies we
are now lhowlng the Creighton
line in many différent eolors of
Suede Leathers, at SMALL-
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Brituh Births Decreaso

London, December 18.
Births in England apd Wales - are
showing a decrease. The lJowest rate

ing the war, has just been tabulated.
During the three months ended Sept.
30 the births were 190,148, or 6,683
fewer than in the‘preceding Guarter.
Deaths also showed a decrease of
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Market has declined and
we can supply you with
any grade you may re-
quire and offer straight
blacks, straight whites
or mixed in four bushel
sacks, at lowest market
quotations

——

" Get Our Priecs.
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'NEW YEAR TERM OPENS MONDAY.

JANUARY 7.

. Complete Caurses in Beok-keeping, Aecounting, Shorthand

Typewriting, Burroughs Caleulating Machine, ete. ’
Write for particulars NOW and plan

Course on th‘e opening date;, if possible.

SUCCESS BUSINESS COLLEGE, LTD.

TRURO, NOVA SCOTIA. MONCTON, NEW BRU‘\SWICK-
CANADA,

to commence. your
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You will find these Goods a specially
well selected assortment. I your order

has not been- placed, see ours_before -
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~and keep up the standard of good tail-
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GET ONEOFMAUMR’S OVERCOATS'
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:_LADIES’

utiful little Shoes for Infants, made on
ature-shape Lasts.” Carefully finished
put, and shown in a variety of attractive
mation of Black and White, Tan and

b8 and very pretty shades of Blue, Pink and

d.
85c. 95¢c. $1.10 and $1.40.

l' Béby _Shoe Display is a show that

s always take pleasure in seeing.

Smallwood

LADIES DEPARTMENT.

DO

' pling and Persuading

Values

IN ARTICLES SUITABLE FOR

aristmas Gifts

— AT —

BLAIR’S

ARTIFICIAL SILK HOSE.

B best value in town, in Black, White, Fawn,
i Nigger, Navy, Mole Bilver, Mouse, Gre'v and
West fashionable shades, Nude and Umon the
present in London and Paris. Al sms 8‘/g 9,
foot. Gaod'value £or.$3.00, “«....

e Only .. .. o0 o0 iy a0 ..$1.75 per Pair

IANDKERCHIEFS! "HANDKERCHIEFS!

pat variety of Ladies' Handkerchiefs in White
wn, Hemstitched, Embroidered Corners, Lace

! 'md Printed Borders ; also White Silk and White

repe, Lace Borders.
pts’ Handkerchiefs, in White Hemstitched and
d Borders, in great variety and prices.
nts’ Fanied Etonia Handkerchiefs, all Hem-
pd and Printed Borders.
hts’ White Japanese Hemstitched Silk Handker-
) from 95¢. up.
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" Stationery!

JUST OPENED
' A BEAUTIFUL LINEOF -

. GIFT STATI A&
TO SUIT EVERY ARTISTIC TASTE.

rices ‘frém $1.00 up to 37.50.

 E. GARLAND,
sitled .t‘ fa, 1,,. Street.
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