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" THE BODGET.

\Tuesday evening of
eeki Premier Haszard
delivered 1o © Legislature,

'what is commonly known as
the budget speech ; the SP"Cfb
in which the financial cona!
tion of the Province is sup
posed to be made known, and
in which the ways and means
to meet the estimated expen-
diture are expected to be
This is the

announce-

made public.
nost important
ment that any government is
called upon to make ; because
it deals with questions that are
vital to the very existence of
the administration. In this
speech is expected to be un-
folded the methods to be ad
opted to raise sufficient rev-
enue to carry on the public
service. The people; the
tax-payers, have to furnish
the money for the purposes of
government ; therefore they
are always deeply interested
in the annual financial state-
ment, and have aright to be
informed as to the manner in
which the money supplies al-
ready furnished have been ex-
pended. This is their in-
alienable prerogative under
our system of representative
government. The different
phases of our Provincial
finances, and a general rev-
ctions and con-

iew
duct Government of
the da xpected in a bud

get speech. 1

Bearing in m¥11¢ ina gener-
al way, what the essentials of
a budget speech should be,
and applying the test to the
deliverance of Premier Has-
zard on this occasion, it is no
exaggeration to say that it
was a disappoint and a failure
in every particular. Lidtead
of reviewing in a reasonable
and practical manner the
financial transactions of his
Government for the past year,
and endeavoring to justify
the conduct of his party since
their advent to powet, seven-
teen years ago, he immediate.
ly plunged into ancient his-
tory. He spent one hour of
his hour and - three quarters
speech, discussing political
events in this Province, as far
back as thirty years ago. In-
stead of making any attempt
to justify the debt, deficits and
deception of his Government
and his party, for the last
seventeen years, he devoted
his time to a discussion of the
actions of the Conservative
. Governmentthat held power
here from 1879. to 1891
Among other things he had
a good word to say for the
Daviesi tax act., It must
have been on the principle
that nothing but good should
be said of the dead ; for it is
very likely this was the first
time that tax act ever receiv-
ed a word of praise. Extra-
ordinary to relate, the Pre-
mier trotted out that vener
abie chestnut, that has done
dutylfor the last’ twenty odd
years,] the $200.000 with-
drawn from’capital. He was
at great pains.to show what
the interest on that sum, com
pounded, would amoynt to at
the present day, Surely. our
public affairs, under the pres -
ent administration, must be in
a deplorable condition, when
the Premier devoted so much
time to these puerilities, in the
hope of deverting public at-
tention and obscuring the
real issues before the people

In kis excursion into the,

a gteat many things. He|
forgot to state that the sulli-i
van Government, when they |
came into power inherited a‘j

debt of $51,000 from the|After that there would be a|

Davies Government, their pre- |
decessors in office. He for-
got to state that remission of
taxes by the Sullivan Govern-
ment left about $360,000 in
the pockets of the people.
He forgot to state that the
average expenditure of the
Conservatives was only $275,-
000 (including the 200,000);
while the Liberal Govern-
ment of which he is the head,
spent $378,000 a year. He
forgot to state that the Con-
servatives, in their twelve
years of office, collected only
$83,000 of taxes, while his
Liberal Governmént have col-
lected nearly $900,000 in tax-
es of every conceivable kind.
He forgot to state that his
Liberal Government kept
their promise of ending the
era of deficits by creating difi-
cits, averaging $45,000a year,
for every year of their official
existence. These deficits ran
all the way
$120,000 a
years being especially marked
by enormous deficits, He
forgot to state that his party
and his Government have, by
their rolling up of deficits and
general extravagance, piled
up the debt of this Province
to the vicinity of a million
dollars. He forgot to state
that the Liberals, who were in
a large majority in the Legis-
lative Council at the time,
were responsible, egually with
the Conservatives, for the
withdrawal of the $200,000
from capital, As a matter of
fact the speech was much
more remarkable for, what it
omitted than for what it con-
tained.

from $12,000, to

year, election

' After twelve years of office;
after remitting taxes amount
ing to about $360,000, and
collecting only $83,000 taxes
the Censervative Government
went out of power leaving a
Provincial debt of only $128,-
00o. Of this amount $51,000
were inherited as a legacy
from the Davies Government;
consequently only $77,000
can properly be chargeable to
the Conservatives. Were
we to apply the rule of the
Liberals and compute the
compound interest on this
amount, the debt properly
chargeable to the Conserva-
tives would be redyced to less
than $25,000. On this our
Liberal friends have built un-
til they have got the huge
bulk up to $1,000,000. Their
multiplieation of taxes ; their
rolling up of deficits ; their pil-
ing up of our Provincial debt,
have gl] been efficted in di-
rect violation of their solemn
promises to the people, Mr,
Frederick Peters, the Premier
in 1891 declared that the era
of deficits was at an end ; rev
enue and expenditure were
henceforth to meet, and the
day of taxation was far off.
Taxatjon was not to be in-
augurated without cansylting
the electorate. These pledges
were all violated. These are
some of the elements in the
record of his party and his
Government to which the
Premier failed to direct atten-
tion. The exposition of these
salient features of his party’s
record are of far more vital
importance to the people who
pay the taxes than his delv-
ing into ancient history. The
Government of the day stands
condemned before the people
of this Province on every
phase of its record ; but the
Premier conveniently passes
over these unpleasant consid-
erations and:'discusses politi-
cal matters of a generation
ago. Itis a wonder he did
not go back to the days of
Moses.

Another important an-
nouncement of one of Hon.,
Mr. Haszard's predecessors
in the Premiership, was for-
gotten or overlooked by him,
When Mr. Frederick Peters

came into office he asked the

amount of $185.000, to wipe
off the floating debt of $128,-
000 and make some repairs
to the Provincial Building.

clean sheet and there would

be no more debt. He obtain-
ed the necessary authority
and issued the debentures.

But the debt andy deficits did
not stop and have gone on
ever since, as we have shown.
Why did not Premier Haszard
have the manliness to make
this his starting point in his
review of our political his—
tory? The history of our
politics from that time to the
present, would be the history
of his own party and his own
Government. One .would
think he would delight to
show their record. But no,
he was so ashamed of this
record that he scarcely al
luded toitatall. Not much
wonder.

The Premier estimates the
expenditure for this year at
$378.968 and he places the
revenue at $371,831. This
leaves a deficit of $7,137.
T hus the Premier admits a
deficit at the start; but
may be very sure it will be
much larger than $7,000. If it
stops at five times seven 1t will be
well within the marksy But this
is not all, the Government in-
tends to borrow $40,000 on de-
bentures; adding at once that
much more to the debt of the Pro-
vince. This will bring the ex-
penditure up $411,831.88. We
wish here to call attention to the
manner in which the Patriot has
manipulated these figures. The
Premier, as we haye shown, ad-
mitted a prospective deficit on the
years transactions, of something
over $7,000, and made the addi-
that $40,000
would be raised on debentures, if
possible, bringing the total ex-
penditure well up to $412,000.
This $40,000 is that much at
once added to the debt of the
Province. In the face of these
declarations, the Patriot, without
attempting any explanation, or
furnishing any figures, makes the
stgtement that a surplus of about
$33,000 is anticipated gn the
years transaction. This is the
most cold blooded prevarication
that even this delegtable sheet has
yet uttered. It simply shows that
lying and deceiving are the pur-
poses for which this organ exists,

we

tional statement

e

MR. MATHIESON'S GREAT
SPEECH,

The Leader of the Opposition
was received with an outburst of
applause, when he rose to reply to
the Premier. His eloquent, tren-
chant and witty speech at once
eaptivated the audience, and held
their closest attention to the end,
and his withering sarcasm soon
turned the laugh on the Leader of
the Government and the (Jom-
missioner of Public. Works, He
held up to ridicule the Premier’s
meanderings in the realms of an-
cient history, and tore to shreds
the flimsy veil of palitical hypoe-
risy and degeption with which the
Leader of the Government had
sought to screen from public view
and public condemnation the
wrongdoing of himself and his
friends, and laid hare his® utter
failure, wittingly or unwittingly,
to grapple with the problems star-
ing him in the face. He said the
Premier had spent & whole hour
by the watch in dealing with the
public affairs of a quarter of a
century ago. The Premier had
thrashed the old straw over again,
the straw that we have been
thrashing year after year since
this government attained to power.
He went away back ta 1877 and
made 8 certain amount of noise
and raired a certain amount of

dust, but said nothing to the
point,

Let us see what he had to de-
fend in respect to the Public Ac-
counts of last year. The financial
year ended on the 80th of Sep-
tember. The public accounts were
closed on 30th September. If
they had been hoaestly kept not
one dollar expended or received
after that date would have been
entered in them. We put the
question some time ago, when was
the $35,000 increaeed subsidy re-
ceived ¢ Did the Premier do his
duty ? Did he answer the ques-
tion as he is bound todo? He
absolutely refused to answer the
question. If he were not consci-
ous that something were wrong—
very wrong—why did he refuse ?
Why did he not come down with
the information that ought to have

from Ottawa two months after
the Jast year was ended, and it
was included among the receipts
of last year. But there was a
debit of $19,500 on account of
Hillsborough Bridge—and it did
noh appear. Why did it not sap-
pear all in one year? The gov-
ernment knew that they could not
pretend to boast about a surplus
if the accounts were properly
kept, and therefore there was a
deliberate falsification. A surplus
as between- ordinary revenue and
expenditure was set forth when
in reality there was a heavy de-
ficit. Included under Casual Rev-
enue was the $5000 insurance]
money ; while the amount paid
for the construction of the build-
ing that had been burned was
charged to Capital Account—the
same capital account in which is
included $8,000 for road machines
which are lying about the coun-
try, and many of which would
not, at the present time, bring the
price of old junk.

At the end of last year there
was one of the largest deficits with
which this Province has ever been
cursed. We asked the Premier to
state the receipts and expenditure
up to the end of the calendar year.
He refused. Why should he re-
fuse? He said it was a matter of
no consequence. He knows that
the subsidy is paid, one half in
July and one half in January.
That which is paid in January is
the Government till
July, and that ‘which is received |
in July is for use for the period
up to the first of Junuary. The
calendar year has all along up till
last year been the financial year
of this Provinee. The subsidies
are payable half yearly in ad-

to maintain

But this

people from taxation.

Government have never made
such a mistake. They have rever
taken off & tax of any kind.

Since they came into power there

has been a steady increase of
taxation and though this is true
and though they have collected
close upon $900,000 of taxation,
the public debt is now close on a
How

They have,

million of dollars. i1s this
to be accounted /for?
increased the public expenditures
from $275.C00 a year, (the aver-
age shown while

the Conser\

tivee were in office) to $378,000 a

year. That is to say. they huve
added $103,000 to the amount
which the Conservatives found to
be quite sufficient. They have

some $90,000 a year more revenue
than the Conservatives
Yet we have now the assurance
of recurring deficits from year to
year.

received.

siciviny

The Leader of the Government
has told us that the credit of P.
E. Island is higher than that of
Nova Scotia or New Brunswick.
But that is not 0. We have be-
tween $600,000 and $700,000 on
call at the banks and on Loan
Accounts; and if the call came we
it. Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick are not in a
position such as this, they
pay no such rates of interest as
New
revenue from
which
Nova Scotia obtains large

couldnt mest
un«l

we are compelied to pay.
Brunswick has a
stumpage, ete,
not.

we have

amounts as royalties on coal—
some of which we have to pay.
These Provinces receive a larger
increase of subgidy than we re-
ceive. We are compelled to tax
our farmers. They do not tax

their farmers. If they have a

vance. But our present financial
year stops at the end of threeI
months of the last half year. It|
was announced that there wasa|
surplys, But what is the fact?|

The expenditures were shown to |

|
|

be $361,158.34, and the “receipts |
of the year actually were $315,-
000, =0 that the deficit actually|
was $45679.89. That is a calcu-‘
lation which¥s beyond ‘dispute.|
At the same time there was inter-
est acerged on lpans to the gmount ‘
of 311,000, which the government |
was called upon to pay on demand. l
There was alsp deferred payments |
on contracts, as shown in the!
Public Works Report, to the|
amount of $6,191.67. Other de-|
farred payments may be estimated
at $10,000, which added tq the
deficits, as shown, made up the
amount of $72,875,85. Then therg
was & balance on gontraets pay-
able amounting to $87.11°°~
r'.'.&who]e, making up the large
sum of $109,989.02 —for which the
people of this Province were act

operations of last year. That’s
how we stood (at’the end of last
year, and it is well that the people
should know it

during which the Liberal Govern-
ment has been in power there has
beed deficit after ‘deficit, growing
larger and larger as the years go
by, The receipts from the 30th

February, 1908 as per the return
b.rr)ught down by the Leader of
the Government, amounted to
$183,557.36.
the same

$185,308.96.

The expenditure in
period amounted to
The unearned por-

$123,465.94 was $80,977.23. Edu-
cation cost during the two months
ending 29th of February $20,649,-
50. The interest unpaid, but ac-

these amounts to the deficit shown
by the Public Accounts on the
39th of September, 1907, and the
interest of the debt for two months
in all $16,679.85, and you have a
total sum of $314,619.87. Deduct
the receipts us shown by the re-
turn brought down by the Pre-
mier, and the amount added to the
debt on the 29th of February,
1908, was $129,062.51. On that
day they had .spent the whole of
the half year’s subsidy, and still
had a deficit of $129.000. If the
accounts had been made out on
the 29th of February last upon
the same principle as they were
made up by Messrs Chalmers &
Davison in 1891, they would have
showz a deficit to be added to the
debt of no less than $194,000.
That's the financial statement as
we find it.

The Premigr said that it was
only a matter of courtesy that
they brought down returns show-
ing the receipts and expenditures
subsequent to the 30th of Sep-
tember}last,'andiwe”are told how
well we are off today ‘and what a
splendid act the Davies Tax Act
was, But they got away from
the Davies act They tried an-
other scheme, Perhaps they in-
tend to restore the Davies Tax

Act. The Conservatives, say

| some length

tually liable as a result of the|

Throughout ‘the whole ‘period |

of September, 1907, to the 29th of | subsidy, its government will

crued due was $11,00433. Add!

debt they have also assets of a
profit making character, such as
railways, ete.

Mr, Mathieson reviewed at
the withdrawal of
$200,000 from capital, showed
that the Liberals who composed a
large majority of the Legislative
Council had voted, first unani-
withdraw $183,000,
and when that did not carry they
voted for authority to withdraw
3250,000 and the government
only drew $200,000. ‘But they
say if that $200,000 had only
been placed at interest what &
large amount we should now
But it is to
he remembered that the (onser-

yatives were not taxing the peo-

mously to

have had in hand,

i-| additional subsidy,

tion passed at last session providing
for the appointment of a committee
to investigate and formulate the
claims of this Province upon the
Dominion Government.
oothing has been done. But the
Premier thinks it worth his while ¢o
waste the time of the House in the
discussion of issues a quarter of g
century old.

Practically

We are doing very well, they say.
We came out of the Ottawa conven-
tion with flying colors. Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick and other prova
inces have received only 30 to 4o¢
while
got 7oc per head. That is
we had half the population
we should bave double the subsidy ;
and if double the population, we
should only have half the subsidy,
We bave been bled to the extent of
$11,000,000 in the last eleven years ;
and yet we are told by a leading City
newspaper that we are well treated
and have done better than the neigh
boring provinces when we are to re-
ceived $70,000 a year, We bave
been fooled. We have been wor-
stead through and through. Our
interests have not been safeguarded
throughout Jthe last twenty years
When the Sullivan government was
in office we gained a recognition of
the fact that we ought to be allowed
compensation for our

we have
to say, if
we have

share of the
expeaditures in the great public works
which the government has construct—
ed in other

parts of Canada. An
Order in Council to that effect was
pissed. That Order in Council has
furnished us with a weapon by which

we must win if we are but true to the
Provioce and to ourselves, Mani-
toba has obtained an increase of sub
sidy well nigh unto $821,000. If
our government had been as watch-

ful as the government of Manitoba,
they might have bad that much
money too. We might be abreast of

the times and ' prepared to advance
with the times. But 'we have men
among us who are pocketing their
fees and hopiog for better places for

themselves ; and s0 the interest of
Prince Hdward Island have been
neglegted. (Applause,)

The balance of Mr. Mathieson’s

speech will appear in our next\igsue

\
AMEND MENTS VOTED DOWN,

The committge stage of the elec-
tion bill was fioished on Thursday
and it was repo-ted backto the House.

Oa motion that the report of the
committee he agreed to. Mr. Mathie-
son moved that the report be not ad-
opted, but that it be referred back to
the Committee in order that provision
might be made sgainst the election f
persans who are paid fe-
Dominion or P~ s

Iple, If they had taxed the peo-

2 I : I
plu‘ ag the Liberas . have done.

ther
» would have had a large sur-
plus each year. How different

the case of the present govern-
ment, which with receipts of in-
creased taxes and increased
| eidies, is yet compelled to come
down to the Legislature and to
admit a deficit for the current
| year of upwards of $7,000.

sub-

| The party now in power never
'had a surplus. They will get on
finely this year if they escape
with a deficit of $37,000. The
Province stands in this position;
| with the addition of the $70,000
not
'stop the deficit in any single year.
| The country cannot be satisfied
with this condition of affairs,
| We must have more subsidy to
‘defruy the increased cost of edu-
| cation, public works, asylums, ete.

tion of the half yearly subsidy of | without further resort to the tax-

This is but
justice in view of the heavy taxes
|that we are now paying to the
Dominion  Goverument. For
every dollar that we paid 1n taxes
to Canada in 1873 we are now
paying $10. We pay $700,000 a
year more taxes than we did ; and
we get back only $70,000
subsidy.

s
{ation of our farmers.

more

The bargain made, in
comparison with the other prov-
inces, in respect to the increased
subsidy was a fool's bargamn,
This ia the first of April and that
perhaps cxplains why the Prem-
ier has brought down his budget,
and expressed satisfaction with the
amall increase that has
ceived.

been re-
It was an awful bargain
The other prov-
inces pay no taxes upon lands,
Our people are taxed. And be-
sides that they pay ten| times as
much into the Dominion Treasury

that was made.

as they received from it.

The Minister of Finance says that
$30,000,000 will, this year, be ex-
pended upon the new Transcontinea=

Qi i this

proportion is at least $500,000. I

tal railway, amount: our

that railway worth five cents to us ?
Look at the expenditure of $12,000,
000 upon canals.. What good
the canals to us? We are being bled
to pay for great public from
which we do not receive one dollar ol
Before us lies the great
problem of the Island people. The
magnitude of this problem is becom-
ing greater and greater, Oar
Juirements are becoming more and
more pressing. Yet we are doing

are
works,

advaatage.

€w

B is o 1‘vmcm]‘ Governmants
.ue sitting of such in the L~gis
lature. The House divided:

Nays :—Hasza:d, Cummiskey,
Reid, McNutt, Gallant, Bughes,
Smith, Clarke, Mclnnis, Richards,
McWilliams, Irving, Arsenault,
Agnew, McMillan, 15

Yeas: —Mathieson, Morson, Mce
Kinnon, Prowse, Kickham, Fraser,

W ood, Kennedy; 8.

Mr. Mathieson then moved that the
report be referred back for the pur-
pose of rendering inelegible postmas-
ters in receipt of $100 and less, The
motion was voted down on the same
div:sion,

Maibieson moved that report be
aot adopted but that it be referred
back to Committee for the purpose of
striking out all reference to the
Mayor, City Councillors and stipen-
diary Magistrate of any town. Toe
motion was lost on the same division,

except that Mr. McDonald was
added to the list of those who voted
“yea.”

Mr, Mathietnn then mved that

he requiremen’ f 2 $200 deposit be-
fore anyone could prosecute 2 mem
ber of the Legislature for wrongfully
sitting in the House be struck out,
The motion was lost on the same
division.

Mr. McKinnon moved that the
Bill be referred back to the Com-
mittee to insert the words “procure or
attempt to corrupt or procure” in the
clause which provides against bribery
and corruption in elections.

The motion was rejected on the
same division.

Mr. Mathieson then moved that an
improved system of voting by ballot
be substituted for opea voting
This ameadment, he said, was as im-
portant as any of those which had
already been voted down. If adopts
ed, it would bring P. E Islehd in

accord with popular sentiment and
in accord with the other prov=
inces of Canada and the British

world at large. The ballot bad been
rejected many years ago on the
ground of expense alons. The ex-
pense of the voters’ list was then
found to be great. But since then it
has been demonstraled in the Do-
minion elections conducted in this
Province, that a voters’ list is not at
all required. That it is no essential
part of the ballot system. In these
circumstances we can easily afford to
protect the voters of the country by
means of the ballot. There need be
no additional expense,

Hon Mr Haszard said that when
this matter was brought before the
Committee it was decided not to in-
troduce the ballof; and he saw no
reason for a change of mind in that
respects There is no need to protect
the voters of this Province The
people are well satisfied with open
voting,

The House divided and the motion
was rejected on the same division ag
before.

Mr. Mathieson then moved the ad
dition of a clause requiring & mem
ber elect to take oath that he has not
been guilty of bribery or corrupt
practises in the election.

Hnouse divided and the motion
was rejected on the same division,

The report of the Oommitiee was
then dopted.

Ask Your
Neighbor

About her purchase of

Wash Materials

At the Always Busy Store.

Thousands of Yards of New
Goods Just Received.

Heavy Printed Cotton 27

inches wide

7 cents.

Extra Heavy Printed Cot

tons, Fast Colors, 30 inches

wide
10 cents.

Printed Cotton Ducks, New
Designs, heavy

14 cents.

English Galateas, great wear

resisting qualities, 28 inch.

13 cents.

Good Qrality Striped Flan-

De]’;tte, 28 inches wide

7 cents.

Heavy English Flannelette,

Pretty Striped and Checks,
28 inches wide

E O cents.

Domestic Ginghams, Plaids
and Checks

6 cents.

Apron Checks and Stripes, 32
inches wide

12 cents.

42 House Dresses and
Wrappers
At 60c, 85¢, $1.00

This lot is marked Half Price.

-’Stanley Bros.

The Always Busy Store.

JAM |

Sold in Charlottetown by—

Patrick Duffy

" John Mahar
James Duffy
Percy Smallwood
W. S. Brown
Patrick Smith

M. Dufty

A Gates & Co
Mrs Malone

T L Smith

John McKenna
Captain T. White
John Wheatley
James Kelly

M & A McLeod
R B Squarebrigs
Mrs J R Warren
Coffin & Co

per lb.

Rureks

JAM |

WHEN YOU BUY JAM ASK FOR'

Maddigan's Jam.

OUR JAMS ARE

Manufactared from Island Grown
Fruits,

And are guaranteed to be abso-
solutely pure.

Sold in Souris by—

M J Paquet
Vincent McIsaac
Sterns Son & Co
J J Hughes & Co
Paquet Bros
Sterns & Son

C C Carleton

W D Currie

At Mount Stewart—
A J Grant
Georgetown—
J C Manuel

Montague—

L B Mellish
D J McLean
Alex McLeod

EUREKA TEA.

If you have never tried our Eureks Tea it will pay you
to do so, It is blended especially

sales on it show a continued increase.

for our trade, and our
Price 25 eents

R. F. Maddigan & Co.

Grocery.

QUERN STREET, CHARLOTTETOWN.
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