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ST. LOUIS' MUNICIPAL BOODLERSj
Single-Handed Exposure of a City’s Corruption to Which New York 

under the Tweed Regime is the Only Possible Compari
Many Millions of Dollars Received In Bribes.
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bill, however, passed both houses of 
the assembly. The sworn servants of 
the city had done their work and held 
out their hands for the bribe 

Then came a court mandate which 
prevented the Suburban Railway Co 
reaping the benefit of the vote buy- 

| ing, and Charles H. Turner, angered 
.at the check, issued orders that the 
money in safe-deposit boxes should 
not be touched.
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y___ ■ ” ,are nu*’ '"""‘bezs. of tile haï». Supplies for public institutions have secured sufficient evidence t,
tor of thi-JFiu, i. ‘ ul0.Und/a nUm fOUnd thvlr wa)' to Prlva,e tables. , 
tot™. /r > 1 l,lt!er7te a,ld one itemized account of. food furnisn-

jStofc, -, J“7 t"tellig«iice, un-jed the poorhouse Included California

orter nJ?,j " rra!Tl ,or tav jellies, imported cheeses, and French 
toeire tn .’ "ü a Iw'a/,lrt‘ ,ha» w[ wineu ! A member ol the assembly 
Wb» on ir.,..ei| ,h<‘ l”aJOrit!' *“ caused Ihe incorporation of a grocery 
«til, couhl h, f1 Tla1y 0r mor" c°top*ay, with his sons and daugh- 

d aCComme- j^B tokfirter i, °Un ’ “ l)t,hers' a ters the ostensible stocfchKIders arid
.atimer the 1 H iltii i,,-!, alll™K aPP"arrd. unit-1 succeeded in having his bid for city 
ipular paper ■ Mkt, and eroxeJln* «MPpltes accepted although the figures

rrrôk» 1 M u, ZlZ ^ Vn<|Uali" exce8s »[ h‘s competitors’. In
' Z °rd,,lary "• return for the favor thus shown, he
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>warrant the return of indictmei 
against you for bribery, and I 
prosc ifte you to ti.c lull extent of 
the law and send you to the peniten
tiary unless you tell to this grand 
jury the complete history of the cor
ruptionist methods employed by you 
to secure the passage of Ordinance 
No. 44. 1 shall give you three days 
to consider the matter At the end 
of that time, if you have not return- 
id here and given us the information j 
demanded, warrants will bo issued 
for your arrest " . „

That evening a Conference.was held | 
tn liov J ohm oil's office, and the 
next day this story was told in the 
grand jury room by Charles H. Tur
ner, millionaire president of the Sub
urban Railway, and corroborated by 
1‘hilip Stocke, man about town and a 
good fellow . ..

The Suburban, anxious to sell out; 
at a large profit to its only 
petit"r, the ,St Louis Transit, Co .j 
caused lo be drafted the measure [ 

known as House Bill No. 14
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>Men ran into debt to the extent rif 

thousands of dollars for the sake of 
election to either branch of the as. 
semhly One night, on a street qar 

I to the city kail,' a new member re 
marked that the nickel he handed the 

[conductor was his last The next day 
he deposited $5000 in a savings bank 
A member of the house of delegates 
admitted to the February grand jury 
that his dividends from the combine 
netted $35,<MM) in one year ; » coun
cilman stated that he was paid $50,- 
000 for his vote on a single measure 

Then the unexpected happened — an 
accident There was no uprising of 
the people, but they were restive , 
and the opposition party leaders, 
thinking to gain ™S<mie Independent 
vote*, decided to raise the cry "re
form" and put u‘p a ticket ot candi
dates different enough from the usual 
offerings of political parties to give 
color to their platform These lead
ers were not in earnest. There was 
little difference between thc two par
ties in the city ; but. the Republican 
rascals had been getting the greater 
share of the spoils, and the Demo
crats wanted more than w*s given to 
them. "Boodle'1 was not the issue, 
no exposures were made dr threaten- 

to ed, and the bosses expected 
lee ! trol theiy men il elected Simply as 
K* part ol the game, the Democrats rais-
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.onhdvnce that its enactment into m 
law would enhance the value at the : 
property from three to six million ' 
dollars The bill introduced, Mr 
Turner visited a politician who had ’ ’ 
long Set® known
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_°iiibmes in both branches of

BSltohrPal as8erub,y ar<1 formed 
» Whal lZ! |au6ic‘enl OOtolWr. to 

I d O,, 1,0,1 To one memberI thor, ° ne iS de'Tated the 
I tT2„ 0 ,ct ,or the combine, Md 

lthd *0 distribute to egch
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I «usité «tv** 48 a kgitimAt# per- 
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•e 4*w4d to,

■as g legislative 
agent and asked his price foi seem
ing the passage of the measure ‘Qne 
hundred and forty-five thousand dol 
lars will be my lee,” was the reply 
The railway president demurred He : 
woutü-thmk the matter over, he 4aid 
and he hired 
Stocke.

y of lur
:e. All, II4 m'4bu rn ■r

♦
son.

i z i
a cheaper man, Mr 

Stocke conferred with Un
representative of the . combine in thc 
house ot delegates and reported that i 
$75,000 would be necessary in this 
branch of the assembly Mr Turner j 
presented a note indorsed by two of j 
the directors whom he could trust, 
and/secured a loan Irom the (legman i 
American Savings hank.

Bribe funds in pocket, the legisla ,
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