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Handsome Case
Speeches by

tive Citizens.

of Silverware--
Representa-

My, W. T. Oliver, who bas been the
manager of the Rossland branch of the
Bank of British North America left Tues-
Jay for London, Onmt., to take charge
of the bank’s branch in that city. During
the past week Mr. Oliver has been the
recipient of numerous testimonials from
ine residents of Rossland, indicative of
the esteem 1D which he is beld by them
and the regret they feel at his departure.
f'he culmination of these tributes of re-
gard was the banquet which was tendered
pim Monday by a large number of .the
leading citizens of the town and at whick:

pe was presented with a magnificent case
of silverware. The occasion was marked
by the cordiality which was displayed by
everybody present toward the guest of the
evening, and the evidences of personal
good will which was feit tor bim. Ir this
respect it was probably tae most unique
panquet which has taken place in Ross-
land. About 100 persons were present.

Dr. Coulthard sang at this point “The
Boys of the Old Brigade.”

Hon. T. Mayne Daly, in proposing the
toast “The Guest of the Evening,” ex-
pressed the pleasure which he experienc-
ed in being assigned that honor. He said
that nothing could more fully evince the
esteem in which Mr. Oliver is held
than the splendid gathering of represen-
tative men who were present. In his
experience of four years mn Rossland it
was the most representaive affair of the
kind of which he had any knowledge. Mr.
Oliver, he said, was a pioneer among the
bankers of this city, and it was a decid-
ed honor shown him that he should have
been selected to come to Rossland as the
manager of this great comservative bank.
Mr. Daly referred to the discriminating
ability which was required in the man-
ager of such an institution in a flew com-
munity, such as Rossland was then, and
the great responmsibility which was then
placed wpon Mr. Oliver’s shoulders. If,
he said, the directors had then shown
hiym this honor, they were manifesting a

Mayor Lalonde occupied the chair and Mr.
Ji B. Johnson, the président of the Board
of 'I'rade, the vice chair. The banking

interests, the commercial mterests, the ! : " ¥
mining industry, and- the-various profes- {Ivere right, Mr. Oliver would ‘be the only

sions were all fully represen.eu, and the.
addresses which were delivered during the
evening, were all of a character highly
eulogistic of Mr. Oliver.

In introducing the toast list Mayor La-
londe said that he felt it was a great
honor to preside at this dinmer given to
Mr. W. T. Oliver on the eve of his de-
parture for London, Ont. *“He is the pio-
neer banker of Rossland, the greatést
mining eity in Canada,” said the speaker.
“and: he has always taken -the deepest
interest ‘in every movement tor the ad-
vancement of Rossland and the province.
As a banker it is evident that his work
has been all right from the fact that he
s leaving here to take charge of the
bank’s branch in” one of the leading cities
in the great province of Untario. We are
assembled here tomight to try and show
Mr. Oliver our appreciation of his ability.
his splendid personal dqualities, and his
general good fellowship, qualities which
have made him an honorau.e and valued
atizens, and ‘an excellent friend. We
wili always have for him a large place in
our hearts and will witness with pride, his
assured future success. On behalf of the
ciuzens of Rossland, L offer Mr. and Mrs.
Uliver and their little daughter, Miss Ol-
wer, our best wishes. - mr. Lalonde closed
by proposing the usual ioyal toast, “The
King,” which was responded to with, the
pation&l anthem. 1 : ¥

A letter was read from Hon., C. H.
Mackintosh expressing regrets that be weas
unable to be present.

The  army, navy- and suxiliary ‘forces
was . proposed, by Mr. A. 'B. Mackenzie,
who pointed out that the form of the
toast had lately been changed and chang-
ed-out of.compliment tu-thescolonies. In
passing he‘recalled the fact’ that he bad
been called upon to respond to this toast
at a banquet given in London, Eng., thir-
teen years ago exactly, at a time when he
had been posing as an athlete. He drew
ittention to the fact that owing to the
unfortunate war in South Africa the col-
onies had raised soldiers 1or the assistance
of the Mother country, and that at the
present time Canada was furnishing a lot
of useful officers for the lmperial forces.
Ag a country, theretore, we were securing
a standing in the mntary world. He
dwelt at some length on the valuable
services which our otheers anu men, thus
yining the standing army, would be ca-
rable of. In referring to the departure
of Mr. Oliver, he said that everybody in
Rossland fully appreciated we loss which
the community would sustain in thaf gen-
tleman’s withdrawal from our Tnidst.
While we were all exceedingly sorry to see
him go, however, we would not but eon-
gratulate him on the merited promotion
which his removal meant. He was at a
loss, he said, how to connect Mr. Oliver’s
name with the toast which he was pro-
posing, but he supposed in one sense Mr:
Oliver, like every other manager of 3
bank in Rossland, could be regarded in
the light of a warrior. With unflinching
bravery he could demand a rate of inter-
est which would quell the audacity of
the most unblushing customer, and when
he went to. London the veteran experi-
¢nce he had’gained m the west “would
probably stand him in such good service
that he would have ‘the whole popalation
at his feet. “Mr. Mackenzie said in con-
clusion that there was no better fellow
and no abler business man in the camp
than Mr. Oliver, and they wished !nm
Ezver-failing success wherever he might

Ex-Mayor Goodeve responded to this
toast, and made a stirring and loyal
speech, in which he spoke of the- assist-
ance wk were now giving to the Empire,
of which we were an integral part. He
looked forward to the time when we
would be sending our own mighty fleets
from Atlantic and Pacitic ports to co-oper-
ate with 1haz of Great Britain in deferce
of the Imperial commerce. He referred to
the late army mobilization and the suc-
cess which had attended it financially.
Not a ripple had been occagioned in the
commercial world by raising the immense
sums necessary for the occasion, and he
attributed this almost entirely to the
splendid monetary institutions of the Em-
pire. They were met tonight, he said, to do

{ bonor to one of the representatives of

vhese institutions, and in him- they had a
thoroughly worthy and sterling character.
Mr. Qliver was the first banker in Ross-
land, and he had always performed the
dutles which devolved upon him with re-
margable judgment, with the highest
ability and with satisfaction to his direc-
tors and to his customers. Mr. Goodeve
bere referred to the difficulties which a
banker is subjected to, and:lespecially in
2 new .country which is just being open-
ed up. He =aid that the present dinner,
at which all interests of the community
were rerresented, showed very fully. Mr.
Oliver’s personal popularity and the re-
spect in which he was held as a bank
manager., i e

« which' I find ,myself tonight, and I hope

“utill greatier confidence and*a still higher
honor in sending him to be their manager
{in London. If, he said, his.. recollection

ICanadian vabo held a position as manager
'of the Bank of British North America
in the great province of Ontario. All
those who were there now had been
| brought from the other side of the water.
Mr. Oliver’s appointment, therefore, con-
stituted a new era in this bank in Can-
ada, and it was an honor to Rossland
that its pioneer bank manager should
have been chosen and that he should
be sent to such an important city as
London now was. In passing, Mr. Daly
paid a high complimlent to Mr. James
Anderson, the successor of Mr. Oliver in
the Rossland branch. He tben - called
upon Messrs A. Marsh and T. R. Mor-
row to present to Mr. Oliver the case of
silverware.

In responding to the toast and acknowl-
edging the presentation, Mr. Oliver was
deeply affected. * Overcoming the natural
emotion - which “he experienced, he made
a capita] address, which was repeatedly
applauded by those present. He said:
Mr. Mayor, Mr. Daly and Gentlemen:

1t has been my good fortune to be pres-
ent at many similar entertainments of
this kind in Rossland, some of which we
have every reason to believe have been
hstorical and have more or less affected
:the, destiny of British Columbia; but at
any of these previous gatherings I have

gentleman who now succeeds me the office
of the bank was opened in the premises
now -occupied as a place of business by
the chairman on this occasion. 1t was 2
barber shop, and as a matter of faet
while it did-duty as a bank in the morn-
ing the barbers returned to their voca-
tion in thes 3 so ‘that ‘some’
facetious gentleman remarked that notes
were shaved in the morning while chins
were-shaved in-the afternoon. {Laughter
and applause.)

Uwing to some delay our safe had fail
ed to arrive and as there was a good’
deal of money in Rossland in those days
my friend Mr. Anderson slept for several
nights with many thousands of doulais
under his pillow. Un speaking of tkat”
time five years ago 1 may remark what
pleasure it gives me tonight to have the
chair and vice-chair oecupied by guntle-
men who were among my first customers
and personal iriends and who have te-
mained such until the present.

At that time the present postolfice
building was just bemg erected and
there were no buildings east of it on Col-
umbia avenue except Dr. Bowes’ house.
A grove of trees stood on the site «.f the
present Crescent Drygoods company's
building. On this side of Columbia ave-
nue there were one or;two buildings cast

| of Washington street, but mo.t «f the

lots were vacant. ‘rheé streets wec: un-
graded and tilled by rock biuffs. There was
no railway and the output of the minex
was taken by wagon to Irail »r North-
port. Af 1 remember rightly the smelting
raté on ore was $16 per ton.

But gentlemen in the West five years
is a long time and we are brought {o the
Hossland of today. We have bsd ouwr
ups and downs and many drawbacks ¢
contend with, but our progress has been
steady and Rossland stands today on a
tirmer basis than ever. T'he output of ore
bas grown from. 37,000 tons in 1896 tc
75,000°tons in 1897, to 116,000 tons in 1898,
to 183,000 tons in 1899 and to 220,000 ton:
mm 1900, while for.the first. quarter of th
present year it has been 95,000 tons.
(Applause.)

It is true that the ores are of a lower
grade than in the early years, but thi.
fact is more than offset by the reductio
in treatment charges from $16 or more
to $4.50 per tom. *

As 1 have said we have had man
drawbacks to contend with and there
have been many- disappointments. There
are very disappointing conditions at the
present time, but as 1 leave Rossland 1
cannot but express my profound conviec-
tion, based on .the best information 1
can gather, that the best days for Ross-
land; tut best daVs tor the Iegitimate
mining ‘investor and business man ara
yet to come. I am not speaking for pukt-
lication—nor, 1 trust you will believe,
for beom purposes. L have often been
accused of being = too pessimistic. but
this i3 Ty honest belief as to the future
of your city based, as I have said, on the
pest information 1 can gather. One thing
more—while I am speaking of the out-
look for the futuré let me make mention
ot the high standing of our mercantile
community. 1 am led to do this because
just a httle over a year ago in some n?
the Mastern papers the mining towns of
®mre Kootendy were scored for the slow-
ness of the merchants in paying their
bills: It so happened that this was at the

 time.svhen we had our lapor troubles and

naver foynd myself, ju_the posillon in, i¢° was o etatement- that-might have done

thy . meaning will” be clear wnen 1 say
that I have Hever attended ‘a public-din-
per'in Rossland with less willingness than
1 have come here on this occasion.

I hope 1 shall not be misunderstood—
perhaps 1 had better say that 1 wish the
cause that has brought about this gath-
ering had never arisen, for no one can ap-
_preciate more than 1 do the feelings of
kindness and goodwill that have been
manifested towards myself since it be-
came known that I was leaving Ross-
land and have culminated in this magni-
hicent tribute you have paid me tonight.

(Gentlemen, it is too much and I feel
that try as 1 may | eannot express grati-
tude to vou as I wonld like. 1t is unfor-
tunate—at least it appears to me so—that
on such an occasion as this everything |
may wish to say will of necessity have
so much of the personal pronoun about
it. 1 apologize to you for it and I beg
to assure you that no matter how grati-
fieq I may be at the good things thatl
have been® said about me by Mr. Daly
and others, 1 am mnot so vain as to take
them all as gospeél, but rather as the out-
ward expression of the good will which
they entertain towards me.

I cannot plead total ignorance of the
‘kind way you proposed to treat me thie
evening, for 1 have learned from one or
two sources of your intentions and what |
to me is the chiefest satisfaction in thig
gathering and will continue to be in the
possession of the handsome article you
have given me, is the knowledge as |
Aave learned from a few friends, of the
spontaneity with which all nave entered
into the undertaking. (Hear! hear!)

Ag 1 have said -1 cannot adequately
thank you. 1 teel"that I am not deserv-
ing in the slightest of such recognition at
your hands, but at tne close of five years
,residence in Rosstand 1 can assure you
!that 1 have invariably tried to*do what
appeared to me best in the interests of
Kossland and its citizens. 1 have tried to
“play the game fair”’ and 1 believe I can
‘homestly say that 1 have never . treated
any one unjustly in business relations. A
banker occupies a peculiar position and
one that is not always realized. He is a
trustee. He stands petween the interests
of his shareholders and depositors and the
mterests of his borrowing clients, and he
must always bear in mind that in cases
of doubt the interests of the former are
paramount. The successful banker is the
one who can'hold the balance evenly and
in my dealings with the citizens of Rosg-
land I have tried to do so, thouglg_poesx-
bly some others may bold a different
opinion. In this connection I may be
permitted to speak of the always cordial
relations that have existed petween the
bank managers of Rossland, and the har-
mony in which they have ali worked for
the good of the community. Now that I
am no longer one of them I may say that
I know of no other place that possesses
any more capable men as bank managers
than the city of Rossland. 1 am the first’
preak in the orig'mal circle, but I can as-
sure my former confreres and the citizens
of Rossland that they will find in my suc-
cessor a loyal coadjufor and a hearty
worker in the best interests of the city.
(Applause.) 3

; 1t :is needless for me to sayithat I am
" leaving ' Kossland with unfeigned regret
1t was five years ago yesterday, the 31st
of March, when, after a weary drivg of
seven hours from Northport in a spring-
less wagon that courtesy called a stage
eonch (bear, hear) T alighted in front
ot the old custom - house. On the 4th of

| much harm to the reputation.and pockets

of our business men. Believing . that
whatever might be true of other mining
towns, the aspersion. was;not deserved as
far as Rossland was concerned; 1 enquir-

‘ed of the other bank managers as to how

paid “on . the 4th of
Kebruary which was-just past and which,
as you know, is looked ‘upon by afl
wholesale men as one of the most impor-
tant settling days in the year. I found
gir, that out of 165 mercantile bills that
fell due on that day 147 were paid—or
88, per cent—a most remarkable showing
1 think you will agree. {Cheers.)

Now since that time I have kept track
approximately along these same lines and
| am in a position to tell you, and it
will' be confirmed 1 think vy the other
bank managers, that.70 per cent fo .%
per cent of mercantile paper in Rossland
is paid as it comes due. I'ms I venture
to say is a condition of atfairs unexcelle!
and in but few' cases equalled by any
other city or town in Canada.

And now, gentlemen, 1 am done. i
have only to assure you that this gather-
ing will always be to me far more thany
the barren recollection of a feast that
passes away, and to thank you again on
behalf of Mrs. Oliver as well as mysel
tor your evidences of good will and this
beautiful gift. (Applause.) ’

¥or me and mine, Rossland will always
have peculiar associauons. ..e are at-
tached to it by ties that shall em'inre as
long as. life shall last, and in bidding you
all favewell 1 can ony say that wherever
our future lot may be cast we shall have
nothing but golden recollections of the
golden city of the Koqtenays—golden in
its foundations, golden in itg future pros-
pects and in the quauty ‘of ite citizens as
gold refined and - purified. (Prolonged
cheers.)

Mr. T. S. Gilmour then sang
Bonnie Banks of Loch Lo_mond." .

Mr. J. B. Johnson, president of the
board of trade and vice chairman of the
dinner, then proposed the banking inter-
ests. He said: Mr. Mayor and
Gentlemen: Some five years ago,
when, = after considerable effort put
forth by the then citizens  of
Rosstand, two of the chartered banks
opened in-our city, you can well under-
stand with what feelings their advent
was hailed and what joy it brought to
the hearts of the impecunious, among
whom, I grieve to confess, 1 myself was
numbered.

As soon, sir, as I could summon up
the courage, I hit my friend, Mr. Oliver,
for a loan, and as it was then granted
1 have been borrowing ever since.

But from a general strandpoint I recog-
nize their value to the community, and
it is a great pleasure to me to propose
the toast of the “Banking Interests.”

Speaking of my relations, both from a
business standpoint and socially with
our guest, Mr. Oliver, they havie always
been of the most pleasant description,
and I shall feel his removal from Ross-

bills had been

“The

of my birth and where I
COE A R,
province of British' Lolumbia. - X
o ask you

Mr. J. 8. CiifFraser, managar of the
Bank of Montreal, said that 1t did not
seem possible for him to add anything to
the -expressions of esteem which had
been given utterance to by preceding
speakers, but he could not let the occa-
sion pass without expressing his admira-
tion and good will toward Mr. Ohver.
All the people of Rossland, he said,
would - certify to him as a good citazen
and a good fellow. He, however, could
go further and certify to him as an-hon-
orable competitor in business. It was an
excéllent thing for bank mien to pull well
together, and he was happy to say that
My. .Oliver had always been thorougaly
alive to this fact. He was glad to be able
to- testify to the deep intierest which
Mr. Oliver had always taken'in the dis-
trict..He had given some figures tonight
showing the progress of the camp. As
hg was going to London - the speaker
might be allowed to express the hope that
the production of this cimp wounld go on
increasing, as Mr. Oliver’s figures were
intended to show they would, and that
Mr. Oliver -himself would come  back
-a;aintoRoulmdinthewaydfpxmo-
tion. In conclusion he expressed the
warmest wish for thie suecess and happi
ne;is of Mr. and Mrs.” Oliver.

r. John M. Smith, manager of the
Royal Bank of Canada, expresselt.l his re-
gret at the departure of Mr. Oliver with
waoom: he, in conjunction wich ‘the other
bank managers in Rossland, had always
had the pleasantest reiations. As a bank
manager no ome better than the speaker
knéw Mr. Oliveiva]{ue and the prom-
ouion which his trnsfer to.iondon meant
was well merited at the hands of the di-
rectors. 1t was impossible to keep a good

Mr. Oliver’s success. Mr. Oliver, he said.
had always taken an intelligent interest
in Rossland and he believed that after
his departure he would cast a longing eye
back to this city.

Mr. A, B. Barker and Mr. James An-
derson ‘also responded to the toast in ap-
propriate words.

Mr. J. A. Macdoald made an extremely
pleasant speech in proposing the ‘toast to
“I'he Press,”’ and introduced many flat-
vering Teferences to the good work accom-
plished by the fourth estate. “What
would we do,” he asked, in a jocular
strain, “if we had not the Rossland Miner
to teacn us how to operate our mines and
get rid of our wildcats?” The Miner, he
said, would precede Mr. Oliver to his new
home in London and tell the people there
what a fine fellow and good citizen Ross-
land was losing ip the person of Mr. Ol
iver. 'The people here, he sais, were more
genuinely sorry in losing Mr. Oliver than
mn losing any citizén whiih had left here
for a long time. He cordially wished him
and Mprs. Oliver the most unqualified suc-
cess and happiness in the future.’

Mr. J. B. Kerr. editor of the Miner.
responded to this toast. ;

“PhesLadies” was proposed by Mr. G.
H. Baype in an eloquent audress;and was
respougﬁ to in a very neat and humorous.
speech, by Mr. Kdmund B. Kirby, man-
ager of the War Eagle and Centre Star

Mr. W. T. Oliver proposed the toast to
thie- chairman of the evening, Mayor. C.
0. Lalonde, which was responded to in a
neat speech. :

Messrs. A. Marsh and F. W. Roit were
also caled upon and expressed theiy high
appreciation_of .the splendid qualities of-
the guest of the ’evening. :

The dinner was brought to a clos._ by
the singing of ‘‘Auld Lang Syne” an
“(iod Save the King.” - -

MAY BUILD TO REPUBLIC.

C.P.R, Threatens Great Northern With
Reprisals.

The ., P. R. is threatening reprisals for
Jim Hiil’s announcement that he is joint-
ly interested with Mann & Mackenzie in
the proposed V., V. & K. railway from the
Boundary country to the coast. v

Mr. G. M. Bosworth, its traffic manager,
is in Spokane, where ne conferred with
Mr. Aldridge, superintendent of the Trail
smelter;, and leading officials from the
Kootenays. In an interview with the
Spokesman-Review he is reported to have
saud: ;

“Sooner or later ise _anadian Pacifie
will build from Grand Forks to Republic.
No definite a nts have been made,
but 1 think the road will’ come. If a

acquire it by purchase, or if terms could
no be .made with a possible franchise
holder, by applicatior for charter. Build-
ing in a road from some point 6n the
S. F. & N: on the part ot the Greatl
Northern would not aftect us. Our line
would go through just the same.”

DE LEGATES TO OTIAWA.
They Are

nay Landing April 4.

question’ from the several boards of trade
are to rendezvous at Kootenay Landing
on Saturday, April 8. "They are requested
to supply themselves with samples, maps
photographs, and data of all kinds con-
cerning ‘the mines of this section, the idea
being to' impress upon the Dominion min-
istry and the members of the Dominion
parliament the importance of the mining
industry of this section. If they can be
brought ‘to a realization of the fact that
the mines here are now producing largely
and that the wealth will continue to flow
in largely increasing quantities, and that
it will in time enrich all of Lanada. The
good effectsof the output are already be

ing felt'in the of the machinery and_
supplies which are being purchased there.

e et

Capital for the Bounaary.

Messrs. John A. Manly an.. Ubas. Cum-
ings, of (irand Korks passed through the
city yesterday on their way home after a
visit to Toronto and several cities in the
Kastern states. - Mr. Manly stated that

land as a personal loss. I have always
found him more than willing to consider

a business basis, and to' me he has shown
himself a good banker in every sense of
the word. ol 2

I say further that 1 am proud of Mr.
Oliver’s promotion, and T do not think
vou will find anyone in our fair city who
will not hail it with delight. T might sav
that our guest is going to what 1 com-

and a place for which T have always a

April following in conjunction with the

warm_ spot in my beart, as it_js the city

[ purposes.

sider the most handsome citv in Canada .

hig mission had been eminently su
and that as a result consideraw:e_capital

favorably any desirable undertaking o, will be diverted to Grand forks and the

adjacent district for mining and industrial
He added that the fame of
British Columbia as a  minifig country is

| spreading rapidly and that there will be

a considerable influx of population t.hl-
spring "as well as of American capitalists
in search of investments.

Mr. L. W. Moore, ore buyer of the

"Prail smelter, leaves shortly for Honolulu

_on_a, pleasure trip. Rl

AL WA LAY
| usmomiaL or vaNcOUVER crTH

Johan 1. Smith, ,n.vrmmgyd Jamer

man down and this was the secret of

.| lishment of industri

franchise has already been issued it may

| panies, over a line operated

Requeste—gl _'to Meet at Kodte-|

‘I'he delegates to Otfawa on the lead ;

Tl A g

ZENN ABBOCIATION. -

Strong Reasons Submitted to the Govern-
" ment Why the C. P. K. Suould Not
* Build the Coast-Kootenay.

'l.‘h-fdlowm‘in the text of the mem-
orial presemted to the lieutenant-governor-
m-council by the Citizens’ Association
of Vancouver. 1t contains the argument
from- the-standpoint of a resident of
that city why the Coast-Kootenay railway
should be constructed by a company .ab-
sofutely independent of the C.P.R., thus
giving a competitive line. The document
will be “'read: with considerablo dnverest
qz;.ﬁ_in.ﬂme: X
16 “His Honor The Lieutenant-Governor-

in-Council, Victoria, B.C. '

Sir;' At a special miseting of the Citi-
zens’ Association of Vancouver, held this
26th day of March, 1901, to discuss the
question of ‘the proposed Coast-Koote-

tion of Your Honor’s advisers, the. rea-
sons why in the opinion of the said As-
sociation such a line should be construct-
ed and maintained by some company in-
depelident of -any railway company at
present connected with thie fport of Van-

couver. The Citizens’ Amdm:: of
v ancouver strongly advocates co ition
in railways, but is at the same ‘tiuw

entirely ‘unprejudiced and free from any
bias ag to any specific company. As a
citizens’ aesociation it has been deemeld
advisable for us to confine our argument
to the advantage«that -must accrue . in
our own city of Vancouver from compe-
tition - 1n raiways; recognizing - at -the
sine time that similar advantages must
inevitably follow to other forts and cities
of the province conmnected with the pro-
posed . competing line of 1aiwway. Good
ports are flew and far between, not only
on the Pacific coast but throughou! the
world, and ‘too much care cannot be ex-
ercised to prevent their becoming mono-
polized in the interests of any specific
company.

'he port of Vancouver is unique, inbs-
much”ag’ it is the only first-class commer-
cial harbor on the Pacific coast of Can-
ada. There are, it gis true, one or two
other good harbors on the coast of Brit-
ish Columbia, but they can never occupy
the exceptional position of the port of
Vancouver, as they are not so well situ-
ate for effecting close connection with the
great railway lines of Capada and the
United States. Such being the case, it is
a matter of the most vital importance
that every means should be adopted to
prevent the control of such harbor by one
railway. company. Such a thing, we sub-
mit, would be disastrous not only to
Vancouver, but to the Province and the
Dominion as a whole, Shipping would be
curtailed, for the reason that responsible|
e e o sl

_any port at which thei _would
be hammpitred by conditions that must. be
mades with“a

til very recently, the fate of San. 4
cisco, and-there can be no doubt that ber
population and weakth would have been
more nearly equal to that of Chicago to-
day had there always existed railway
competition in that city. This is a fact
well known to business men, and all con-
nected with the great shipping companies.
With such an object lesson it seems to
‘us that'it'would be something more than
a grave folly to disregard it at this cru-
cial period, and permit the trade of the
port of, Vancouver to languish under the
throttling
company. We feel that no effort should
be spared to lay this matter urgently
and forcibly before the proper author:-
ties. On the common ground of beng
public carriers it is to the interest of both’
railway companies and shipping compan-
fes to build up and encourage the estab-
‘and so incres

the carrying trade. But as between ship-
ping companies and railway companies
there is essential difference in & onke T&-
speet, viz., it-being a very expensive mat~

ways, competition is not so rife, and con
7 control of industries by freight
exactions is of common occurrence. - On
the other-hand shipping, with its free-
dom from rpad-beds and up-keep, is sub-
jeet to keen competition, and the control
of ‘indvstries ‘that can be _lexercised by
stipping is' ‘as compared with railways;
next: to % A $ |
. Referring . Your Honor to  another
phase of the subject, we ‘beg to submit
that eoné;;mm “is mot always secured
granting powers to 3 than* one
gzmpsny,' or to all outside railway com-

pany, at the same ti
insisting upon running powers being given
to othe;ecr&ilwq.y e%r:‘x;lnfatnx ‘tlha ﬁnet.
we respectfully submit the omin%;
company, as .zwner and operator of
line, and having as much the right to
first’ consideration, could easily, and ef-
fectively, hamper even the most powbrfnl
competitor by conditions that would vir-
tually stultify the running. powers given.
And we beliéve that the ingenuity of as-
tute businkss men would always prove
sufficient to overcome any regulations de-
signed by the Government - to prevent
this, We would point out to Your Hon-
or that the substitution of competition
for monopoly invariably accrues to the
benefit ‘of the community at large.
Although, as a ecitizens’ association, our
argument has been made with perticular
reference to our own city, there is noth-
ing,’ we submit, in our contentions which
is not fair and conderned with the gen-
pral welfare of the whole Province. And

same time the cause of ofher
comveting lines would be connected.
We are informed on' reliable authority,
and believe, that two large shipping com-
panies are now prepared to establish con-

nay dline ‘of railway, it was resolved to|
submit to.Your Honor, for the considea~| iy

entire control of the port. Such was, un-| &t

influence of onme all powerful|

ter to construct, equip and maintain rail-|

safe-guard the interests of the public by|

in pleading the cause of competing lines|:
of railway to Vancouver we are at thel-

cities of the Provinde with which such |

to| work
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nothing is so absolutely essential
development of this Province as
transportation, and that it is only by
establishment of independent, com
‘lines that cheap transportation can be
secured. The extension of cheap trans-
portation facilities meang the developmient
of enormous resources at present lying
dormant, and if it be mecessary for the
people to first grant pecuniary assistance
to a competing line, and under presemt
conditions we- consider that it is neces-

il

i

Empire. And we would further respect-
fully, but most emphatically urge upon
Your Honor, and upon Your Honor's ad-
visers, that under no conditions or re-
strictions whatsoever should a charter
for, or assistance in aid of the. construec-
tion of the Coast-Kootenay line of rail-
way, be given to any company not thor-
ougly independent of any existing line ot
railway connected with the city of Van-
couver.

We also would respectfully call your at-
tention to a point in the report lately
h%)before the Provincial house of the
railway policy ‘outiined by the Homn. the
Premiet in_h's address to the ‘Dominion
government, to-wit—in which is advocat-
ed a line from Midway to the Coast at
some point south of the Fraser river, hav-
ing a flerry commection with Vancouver
lsland, but making no provision for it
running into the city of Vancouver.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Dated at the City of Vancouver this
26th day of March, 1901.

(Signed.)” CHARLES WOODWARD,

Chairman.
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1s Still Living.

Mr. Eugene Croteau yesterday received
a aespateh from Vancouver which com-
vi_noeshimtha@thenportedduthof
his brother on the lake near White Hors=
is incorrect. The party who sent the tele-
gram stated that the letter received from
William was written on the 24th at White
Horse, which was after the time he is said

to have perished in the blizzard. It is

evident, therefore, that some one else was
the victim of the blizzard and not Mr
William Croteau. . Mr. K. Croteau was
overjoyed yesterday when he received the)
news. :

Death of Mr. Jobn Forin,
& B e Tl

trip from. his home in Belleville, Ont.
about two months since for tae purpose of
visiting his daughter, Mrs. Ur. Campbell
of Victoria. He received a stroke of par-
alysis some time since and f ; suc-
cumbed to its effects. “Mr. Forin was a
prominent contractor .and architect and.
built and designed a number of buildings
in Belleville and vicinity. ue was aged
75 years. ;

¥ame of the Province Spreading.

Mr. George W. Stolle, representing a
Philadelphia mining supply firm, is in
town on business. He covers all the terri-
tory west of Chicago, including British
Columbia, Mexico and Alaska He statea
that Mexico is enjoying quite an industrias |
and mining boom. He added that the
mineral. resources bf’m’mgh Columbia s1#
intere.thgu; large number of peorle ‘a
#hiladelphia. He was given several rom-
missions to  investigate - the ‘merit of

Souplnty PR

.’ ‘Rossland, 1st April, 1901.
‘o the Employees of the Undersigned
Mining Companies: -

» Itsbeing a matter.of common report that
a certain element in. wae Roesland Min-
ers’ union is insisting upon the abrogation
of the settlement that was en | into
a year ago at the instance of Mesars. R
C  Clute. and Ralph; 8mith, we think it

right to 'all  concerned that we
shonld state at the earliest oppertunity
offered, that if any aétion is taken by the
Miners’ union lookinig to a change in the

"| existing labor conditions in this camp, we,
andersigned,

the , will have no aiternative
but to close down our mines and re-opsn
only under a reduced scale of wages.
‘Ple ‘accumulating burdens that have
been imposed upon the mining mdustry iz
this ince are alreaay heavy fto

it will be impossible to operate these
mines on a business basis.

We have been struggling for a lon” time
past to put these mines on a‘paying basis,
and have been devising all manner of ways
and means for the accomplishment of this
end without resorting to the reduction ot
wages. :

Consequently, any further trouble or

‘$2.00 per day. -

¥& Roi m{mg Co., I4d.

Dr. Moyes of Trail was in town yester
day. &

. ‘Mr. ¥red H. Oliver, general manager of
the Morrison mine, is at the Allan. He
leaves today for Greenwood after a visit
to Spoka: Hemmmt
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bear, -and if those burdens are increased,
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