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Annapolis 76,800
Avon Bridge 12,000
St. Peter's....o.ooveannias . 12,000
$394,000

Less 4 per cent. guaranteed on stock
takenonroad to N, B., 400,600.. 16,000
$378,000

So that for these liabilities, when completed,
we shall have to provide a Revenue of nearly
$400,000 a year. But this is not all. We bor-
row money, which we ought not to have bor-
rowed, to erect a building in Halifax which
is to cost us £30,000. We borrow, to be sure,
from the Savings’ Bank, and to pay only 4
per cent, but this will enfail some $5,000 addi-
tional for interest. 'So that if this added to the
other sums, we may fairly put our whole bur-
then at $400 000 a year, and this to he paid all
by new taxation. True, the Prov. Sec’y says
that we may count an additional revenue from
the Railroads as reducing the charge. But we
are already counting $50,000. The Finl. Sec'y
has taken credit for that amount this. year.
In 1863, the whole yiell was $22,000 or there-
abouts, In 1864, very little more, and it is be-
yond reasonable probability that will yield
$50,000 in"18G3, ' But if, when the roads -are
completed, there is a larger yield, it. will arise

from o larger traflic, and just in.proportion to

the traffic will be tlie wear and tear, and the
time is at hand when nécessarily the perma-
nent way will require to be renewed, and all
tliat we-can obtain, and more, will be required
for that service when it has to be done. ",
Now, Mr. Speaker, I believe I have not over-
drawn_ the, picturé. It is not very wise to
present the state of our public financés in o
gloomy aspect. I have great faith in the chaz-
acter of our resources; I .think  that with fair
lay, we can cope with a large burden; I be-
ieve, too, that if depréssion come, we may
feel it severely for a while, but in time we
shall rally again. But if the prospects of the
incoming year are such as I have described
them—if we have no reason to hope.that our
revenus will meet the amount already'voted
away, and if the necessity of preserving the
public faith intact is a - paramount consi-
deration—if we are committed to the Pictou
contracts, and must find the means to pay at
whatever cpst,—I have seriously to. ask this
House whether they ought not to pause before
committing the country to those enormous ad-
ditional responsibilities. . Thiee years ago the
country was distirbed from one end to the
other, lest. taxes shounld. be imposed to meet a
temporary. deficiency, the interest.of  which
would ‘only be about $8,000 a year.  And.yet
the gentlemen who rais_e(iith@t. cry, and. who
made the péople believe it, are not only enor-
ously . increasing; thé ordinary "qxi}andit‘ure
but adding 2 debt which must. be-'provided
by .new: taxes, ta  the incredible amount. of
nearly $400,000 a year. 'He asked the Govern-
mént to give themselves a yéar to breathe,
and see.what the prospects were. Tnall pro-
bability, nothing eould .be:done : for - one. year,
éyen ‘if . they’ passed 'the,:resolution.. Ney
Brungwick was lardly in a.¢ondition to jncir
adldisional liability, and if it were, he ‘had rea-
gon to believe that the favorite project. there
would be..western  extensiofi. . The . people
of, ;that Province’ weére:  deeply’ 'interested
in’connecting theiy railway system
of the Inited ‘States, and

“with the asSertion that in’ the' praparationof
‘the_estimate *‘which T 1ald ' on'tlie'tabile‘there

gystem . with that -
d were riob perhapsso th
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anxious to extend that connection east of thetr
owa metropolis. At all events there was good
authority for ‘believing that a gentleman exer-
cising much influence in the present Govern-
ment of New Brunswick, without whosé aid it
could hardly éxist, stood pledged to support
no Governnient work. If this was so, New
Brunswick, clearly, could do fothing more
aund auy hopes of connection between ‘her rai
road and our border might be given up for
the present. If then to press this resolution
could do no good, if the only effect of pressing
it would be jo do mischief by operating upon
our Pictou lean, and depressing it, he ask-
asked the government whether as men of or-
dinary prudence, it was not their duty’ to ac-
cept the suggestions that were offered 'from
this side of the house, and not needlessly im-
peril the public credit or embarrass owr fi-
nances? o : o,
He felt that as a member of the opposition he
had no particular responsibility in this matter.
It was the dutyof the governnmient to be satis-
fied of its ability to cope with the enterprisesit
originated; but, a8 a public man, owing a pab-
lic duty to kis constituents and the province,
le had raised his warning voice, and felt that,
whether it was listened to or not, he had done
hisduty’; and be wished and hoped “the
government “would - receive "his" suggestions
in the spirit in which they were offered.: - * '
One word more and he would not detain the
house further, ' Many gentlemen had appeared
ta be in great dread of confederation from the
increased taxes'that might be imposed.’ Whe-
ther confederation would or would not result
in that, he would" not stay now'to ask; but he
was ‘curious to'see” whether these- gentlémen,
who were- fiightened'at imaginary taxdtion,
were willing to subject themselves to a-real
taxation “exceeding tlie wildest ‘flights’ which
the opponéns of umion -had ventured to'as-
sume ‘as the''result of -confederation. -If 'we
were willing to ‘bear these taxes—if we weére
willing"to ' Tush into"them when no necessity
pressed us,—then he could not bus feel, atid* he
did not say’ itoffensively, that the' &read*v"dt
taxation was ‘meére ‘hypocrisy, and thosé who
uged that argument would show: their ' ingin-
cerity by voting for'this reselution; & - w5

“Hon. -FINANCIAL  SECRETARY repliedi I
cannot pretend to‘have 86 long ‘a- familiarity
with public accounts a3 the hon; leader ‘of the
Opposition, Tior to’possess the financial ability
of that hon. gentleman; but I think T shall-be
able to’show' that the ‘premises on whicl Ke
founded ‘his statements—statements whick,’if
trug, would justly ‘create serious nieasinéss it
this country-—are eiitirely baseless; T'have ho
hesitation in saying; that the facts ahd figu

“intlie” possessioin’ of thie “hon: menibér {'w. ch

were as full ad it was" possible’té-'piocure’ for
him) were sufficient to-‘convineé itm ‘that lits
statement was entirely fallacious: " fie startéd
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