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British Co-operation in War-
It is rendering an important service in the time of the Empire’s Testing

s By • British Co-operator ^

The SO opera!iy movement in Great Britain con- 
et» ut three main division! Thev are the uzn- 
iHural, productive, and distributive soeb ttn. The 
at are the greater in number, memle-rdi.il and 
fluence, and through their national federations 
tee entered the field of product-ui on a 
ale than even the distinctly productive societies, 
ig sew are eJlrndiag their agrirultural activities.

is usually (bey who are designated Hrhea(U>4 
re "industrial rn ope ration " is u«rd. 
la l»l« these distributive aoeieties numliered 

MS, with a total membership of They
tve employment to 1ISJ5I persons. Th*y are 
«trolled by committees of management elected 
Baa the members, each member having o#e vole, 
teas societies vary in aise from a few score mem 
n only, to 30,00» Twenty one soeie 
m have cash a membership of over 
pat, bat ever MO societies have 
der IjNt members each.
The share and lean capital ef the 
alributive societies in l#l« amounted 
f«.v»yiv The bulh mf the trade 

IS in groceries, provisions and breed, 
which garnis practically all societies 

at The greater number have also

»fer the sale of meet, drapery and 
ng and footwear. A large number 
a milh retailers and a few own farms 

me which they draw supplies. The 
lal retail sake for the year amounted 
tlSIjWVM».

Membership and trade have increased 
pidty during the war, end the rate ef 
irsam would have been greater but 
r the difficulties of obtaining sup 
aa Cooperative service to the nation 
tee the out break of boetilitiee cannot 
adequately appraised Co operators 

I the way in their treatment of Mo­
ral led up fur service. They 

la steady pet sou Their 
Mttna aee smew recognised by Lord 
aadda. the feed coot roller, who reeem 
eded the leelueiee of cm operative 
jMmralalivea aa all local food control 
umitteeu Kveu when trader» as such 
la esc laded, he laid, ee operators 
add he admitted as repreeentlag the

Nr purpssas ef wholesale trade and maeefWtwr# 
i aarietiaa la Ragland and Wale* are federated 
the Comparative wholesale Society, Ltd., and la 
4lend by the Hrqttls* CO operative Wholesale 
doty Ltd. These ergenimlisme are familiarly 
tara aa the C W It and the BC WA Their tales 
I year amounted in CM.T33.tM. Though there 
• flight differences of detail between the two, a 
empties of the scope ef the CWA would he 
Manually tree of bath institut toes.
Ns C.W1 deala in practically every commodity 
lab retail cooperative societies sell Its heed- 
triers are in Manchester. It has branches at 
wrestle and London, depots at Bristol. Aterdiff 
I Xprtbamptoe. and saUro.m. la half a donee 
at Jonas Throogh these, last year, II sold goods 
the value ef (l3JMylfN
If this total Cl«Jt3.3aa was for goods peodueed 
He ewe factor ms anA workshops. It mills flour,
ade tea. «home hotter, euros bason, aad.------t
•twee bine nits, jams, roe.a. chocolates and sweet 

tteol asedieines and sundry

tma eetten and wap) ...
fabrics, and mates 

• "a . end wwo.e s 
bine and eodereleth 

It manefaeieies, 
ta and shoes el the 
t ef over two million 
re a year, and map 

unties of 
toadied la 

*. It possesses dairy,
•I and ether farms is 
rtaod and tee gardens 
Jryleo aed-India, lie 
ebamag depots are 
Hallaad. beomarh. 

taee, bpata. Weal 
lee. the BAA. end 
«da. And.

the eo operative movement to the nation during 
oar time ran be mode. ' The important fact is that 
this complet organization of manufacturers and 
'distributors cants for t^e service of producers and 
consumers, and protects both from exploitation by 
middlemen. This has been its most significant 
service.

The matter ran lie made clearer by describing the 
cooperative treatment of a single commodity— 
bread. This vital article lit food has been sold 
by co operative stores consistently below the'price 
charged at competitive shops. The returns pub­
lished month bv month bv the ministry of labor 
prove this. for instance the official figures 
showed that on Kept.-giber | the predomia- 
ant price of bread

chaser ’• dividead or diseouat which coops retors 
receive. On September 17 the goveramenteon 
trolled price of bread came lato operation. Co- 
0,»nirive stores sell at (and in many eases below) 
tM controlled prie# and pay dividend oa purchases

1B Many ef the fiaeet bakeries ia the country are 
owaed co operatively and la the early «lays ol the 
war, before the goverameat was la a poeltiob A do 
the work itself, large ««tracts for bresd for the 
troops were executed by these baheriee. Braise of 
the quality was aaiversal.

Co-operat .vs flour M-lla
The efficient organization of the bread trade has 

rt been mud# possible by lhe_eo operative flour
in privute trade

i peri 
ills.

■> -Ï*

SW ms rn st sm

11 Id. against 114. la re operative 
this statement dees nut take into asm

tope And 
it the pur

The C.WA "owns eight. The principal
are excellently placed ia the ports ef 
Manchester, Newcastle, London and 
Bristol, sad land has just bees pur 
chased for another at the port of Liver­
pool. At each of these the wheal can 
be ualoeded directly from the boats to 
the silos of the mill. The total output 
from those C.WA mijis last year was 
1.1HJC sacks (a sash la «M the.). The 
C.WA eus claim to be the largest fleer 
millers ia the Balled Kingdom. The 
fact was recognised by the government 
ia the selection ef eue ef the CWA 
mill managers fur werk au the Royal 
t'ommisatua aa wheat.

Net only are they the largest hut the 
rueipmeat ef their mills is among the 
m«et perfect. The Sua Mill et Man 
Chester has aa output of Id» sacks ef 
flour per bear. In the granaries ef 
this mill 30,000 leas of wheel eaa he 
stated. They can be filled directly 
from areas going «earners by their ewe

The annual requirements of wheel for 
the C.WA mills la twenty millieu (SO,-

KjWO) bushels On its ewe relates 
trews new a small qaantity ef Bag- 
heh wheel, bet ita agricultural develop 

meets are atiU ia their Infancy. Even 
If they riser suss aw the scale which 

hope, the CWA 
aaltee as a whale, 

he dependent aa over sea supplies To 
grew wheat for ita owe use It Is noses 
wry to go oat of Ragland It has 

ia Xerth America, the gvaa- 
ary of the world. ~ ------------ M r<#, M

away coupera torn 
meet still, libs the

sa It has I

Public Ownership of Coal Mines
Why This Natural I

Coal is e natural 
natera’s proreowso it.

Ged. net man, through
One hardlysc-Il y seeds an 

nr go—cot ngnioel private ownership end eeelral ef 
sir. •oechree, water, laud, or coal. It lo self evidently 
unjust and et.*u'd All the facts and argumnntn 
arc ngem* it. When Mr. tteer gravely dee hired Aff 
tied had given the oan 
him—If and ether»
|crqde laughed. Bruvtdouso 
and his llh with the— swlural re—arcs publie 
slims» they obtained them by la just Isa and

tiaa ef low: sad if | 
three things la law, h 
had long stare proves 
tact* betraying I heir it

the seal

1 over bed aa let rented 
the other cool heroes

they
nod from their Jots. As seal ia • 
“net mode with heads»” aa maasnerehip and eeelral ef coal la natural predunL “aat made with haada,” 1 

a* tsfistcee ef pee vide ass the hen a awral right |# mere than hie share. It 
videnoo never did hitrwet Base he appropriated by the gararamtal aad he

traasparted aad sold 
lag a fair tax for

mined.

I -At It 
iadividaal

private

ttplyiog.
sun nelly

he trade latorests and 
« of the Kagtish 
'A to nossmary ho 
• My S| presto! me ef

• to mine it etw­
ee aa individual 

e compound la nil 
1— in th* reel mag 
at the prt-e they 

e la pay at lees#
cd wVlk* their earn 

steel» It by tea
U^he soc.ro. 

ceeegh financial help
ffmaudwa *—il—-— — q ——. - .» ffifil i Jtw V ffMlM
lalHi» le pel la the 
needful machinery aad 
laher la warh hie auas. 
the diffieelly of getting 
the teal to marhet 6
r-Bn “ “

W
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