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British Co-operation in War-Time

It is rendering an important service in the time of the Empire’s Testing

The co-operative movement in Great Britain eon
sts of three main divisions. They are the aeri
tltural, productive, and distributive soel The
st are the greater in number, membership and
fluence, and through their rativsal fe lerations
awve entered the field of productios on a “sider
ale thap evep the distinetly productive
ud now are er‘rn-img their agrieuitural activities

is usually they who are designated when thg

ties

soeietics,

en apm ration’"’ is used

rm ‘‘industrial

In 1916 these Aistributive societies nu bered
362, with a total membership of '.,'/.“»(;"._" They
we employment to 115631 persons Th are

atrolled by committees of manigement elected
om the members, each memher having one vole
wae societies vary Iin mize from a few score mem
we only, to 50,000, Twenty-one socie
s have cach a membership of over
000, but over 800 societies bhave
der 1,000 members each
The share and loan ecapital of the
stributive societies in 1916 amounted
£53.323.352. The bulk ‘of the trade
W in groeeries, provisions and l._yn-l,
which goods practically all societies
al. The greater number have alw
for the sale of meat, drapery and
thing and footwear. A large number
o milk retallers and a few own farms
s which they draw supplies. The
tal retail sales for the year amounted

£121 628 5350,
Becoguized by Food Contreller

Membership and trade have inereased
pidly during the war, and the rate of
wease would have heen greater but
¢t the difficulties of obtainiag sup
o Cooperative serviee to the nation
we the outhreak of hostilities cannet
adequately appraised. Co operators
I the way in their treatment of em
wees called up for They
ve done much to steady prices. Their
sition has bheen recognised by lLond
ondda, the foed controller, who recom
aded the inclusion of cooperative
weseatatives on all loeal food control
mmittees. Fven when traders as such
e exciuded, he maid, cooperators
wid be admitted as representing the
erests of the consumers
Par purjoses of wholesale trade and manufarture
) societien in Eagland and Waleh are federated
the Cooperative Whelesale Society, Ltd, and in
iand by the Beqttish Cooperative Wholesale
dety ltd. These organizations are familiarly
e as the CWAR and the RCWER  Their sales
£ yoar ameounted te COATI24M. Though there
ight differences of detail between the tweo, a
mription of the smope of the CWE . would be
wiantially tree of both institetions
e CWA deals in practically every commedity
leh retail oo rative secietios sell.  Its head
wlers are i ancheoter It has branches ot
weastle and lLoados depots at Bristol, Onrdilf
I Northampton, and salervoms is half a doses
& Jowhs Through these, last year, it sold goods
the value of £32.230078™
M this tetal £16.261.385 was for geods produced
e ewn factories and workshops It mills flour
s ten, churns butter, sures bacos, and masw
tures bisruits, jJame, corva, chorolates and sweet
M, margarine, patest medicines and
icles innumerable. It
IPs eottop and wool
bries, and makes
s . and Women o
Nl1 and undercloth
| -llu'lr'urro'
5 and shees ot the
p of over two million
™ & yoar, and soap
quantiths of s
MM bundred tens a
. It posscsses dairy,
it and other farms in
tland and tea gardcus
Joylen and: lndia. Jte
ehasing depots are
NHelland, Deamark,
ihee, Bpain, Went
fea, the UK A and
ada And e
teos and combuudica
N are  contisually
tiplying.
Nis brief statement
be trade interests and
. of the Eaglish
A s secomary be
' aay ."W“lllma of
wrviee readered by

wrvire

eun ity

By a British Co-operator
3
the eo-operative movement to the nation during
war time ean be made.” The important faet is that
this eomplex organization of manufaeturers and
distributors exists for the serviee of producers and
eansumers, and proteets both from exploitation by

middlemen This has been its most significant
worviee

The matter ean he made elearer by deseribing the
eo-operative treatment of a single commodity
bhread. This vital article of food has been sold
by eo-operative stores consistently bhelow the “price
charged at competitive shops. The returnas pub
lished menth by month by the ministry of lahor
prove this For instance the official figures
showed that on heptember | the predomin
ant price of bread in  private trade was

Bon of e Big Fiaer il of e Go-apwatine Whelmale Seclely

1104, against 11d. in cooperative shopa And
this statement does not take into account the pur

o

B3

s dividend or discount which eo-operators
::T:(,,_' d(l)n lse].u-mln—r 17 the government-con-
trolled price of bread came into operation. Co-
operative stores sell at (and in many eases below)
the eontrolled price and pay dividend on purchases

g
ms‘l:‘:n‘:l?l the finest bakeries in the country ave
owned co-operatively and in the early days of the
war. before the government was in a positio do
the work itself, large econtraets for bread fqr the
troops were executed by these bakeriee. Praise of

‘quality was universal.

- " Qo-operat.ve Flour Mlls

The efficient organization of the bread trade has
in part been made possible by the co-operative flour
The C.W.S. owns eight. The principal ones
are excellently placed -in the ports of
Manchester, Neweastle, London and
Bristol, and land has just beem pur-
chased for another at the tort of Liver-
pool. At each of these the wheat can
be unloaded directly from the boats to
the silos of the mill. The total output
from these C.W.E. mijls last year was
3.185.963 sacks (n sack is 280 Iba.). The
CW.S can elaim to be the largest flour
millers in the l;:cil“bd ":""0-- ﬂ:
fact was recogni y the governmen
in the selection of ome of the CWS.
mill managers for work on the Royal
Commission on wheat.

Not only ure they the largest but the
equipment of their mills is among the
most perfeet. The Sun Mill at Man-
chester has an output of 140 sacks of
flour per hour. In the granaries of
this mill 20000 tons of wheat can be
stored. They can be filled direetly
from ocean going steamers by their own
clevators -

The annual requirements of wheat for
the CW.S mills is twenty millien (20,
300,000) bushels. - On its own estates
it grows now a small quantity of Eng-
lish wheat, but ita agricuitural develop-
ments are still in their infaney. Evea
if they inerease on the seale which
many co rators bhope, the CWA
wmust still, like the nation as a whele,
be dependent on over-sea supplies. Te

w wheat for its own use it is neces-

ry to go out of England. It bhas
done so. It has begun in North America, the gran-
ary of the world. Continued on Page 20

mills.

Public Ownership of Coal Mines

Why Thes Natural Resource Should Be Nationalized
By Fdwesd Flha Goss

Geod, not man, through
row esacs made it bardly needs an
pris ownership and coatrol of
it s soif ovidently

Coal is 3 satural resoures
sature s | (lac

argument agninst ale

air, supshine, waler, land, or conl
un just and absgrd All the facts and arguments
are againdt it When Mr Haer gravely declared TREY

the ownership and ecoatrol of ecal te
I others as tstees of providence the
Providerce never did intrust Haer
with these natural resource publie neces
oblaiacd injustice and viela

f
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tion of law; and if providence ever had so intrusted
these things to Baer, be and the other coal barens
bad loug sigee provea themseives embezaling trus
tees, betraying their trust and robbing the people
for whom the coal was. intended. Therefore they
should be dismissed from their job. As coal is »
satural prod ““sot made with hands."" no man
bas & moral right to more thas his share. It should
be apprepriated by the goverament and be wmised,
transperied and seld to the people at cost, inehud
ing & fair tax for goverament wse oaly

Coal is peculiarly subs
jeet to unjust and ervel
monopoly under private
ownership

L—At the mine.
individeal whe »
voal under bis land »
usnable 1o wine N
perly as an ...n...r..:l
and is compelled to sell
or lease 1o §he ronl mag
sates at the price they
choose 1o pay or leave
bis conl presgect ende
veloped while their com

pany steals it by tus
aclling yader

And I he wsocures
enough fSsascial help
from isdepeadent capi
talists o put in the
seedful wmachinery and

abor to work his mine,
the diffienity of getting
the fonl te market is
‘Eptinoed on Page 10
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