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then, the very next time, he met her
ke had become as dumb Las a frozem
fish. At no time a ready conversation-
alist, hyp was toynge tied on this topie.

Now, however, decided Ben, the time
had come for definite action. The pres-
ence af a possible rival would admit
of no further delay. Ere he unlatehed
his front gate he was resolved upon a
line of procedure that promised well,
Since he had been unable to utter his
heart in her presence—probably because
her exquisite loveliness overwhelmed
him and made him too conscious of his
own shortecoming—he wauld reveal his
passion via the telephone

Passing his mother, sewing on the
front poreh, he went forthwith to the
hall telephone, fearful lest, at the last
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moment, his courage desert him. In
the interval required by the 0!henfor
to gonnect him with the Sage's resi-
denfe his throat grew ecuriously dry
and he must needs moisten his lips co
piously " before he could amnswer the
feminine voice which presently spoke
at his ear. And now, instead of the
opening sentence, carefully rehearsed
for this occasion, he stammered in con
fusion: §

‘‘Miss Sage—G.-Gertrude &“ V-vou

would you mind—going horseback
riding with me today?’’

But it wasn’'t Gertrude, after all
only the maid " .

“*“1'qd like to speak to Miss 3‘45&‘1“
said he

““Miss Sage,’’ replied the maid, ‘‘ has
sone motoring.'’

‘““Alonel"’

‘“Ne; not alone. Bhe went with a
gentleman from Chicago—a Mr. Hen-
kel”’

Mrs. Abbott could not belp over
hearing her son's end of this conversa
tion, and when he eame out to her on
the porch she divined what the other
end had been. Bhe saw by his face that
he wih deeply hurt and she knew the
only remedy that would afford allevia
tion. She_rose, contributing her sewing
to a wicker bashet,

““Dear, it's such a glorious day, let's
‘drive out te the farm.*’

Ben's depression almost, if not en-
tirely, vanished at the sight of greea
Selds and country woods, and whon W
and his mother drove within sight of
their homestead his heart swelled with
ineffable longing. The place was now
at the very height ¥ its preduction
and the bountiful erops, the peace and
pleaty, everywhere appareat, »llured
him, heckoning him back to the soil as
sothing else couM. ~

““Mother,"” Ko asked, very carnestly,
‘““don’t you want te come back? Don't
you feel the call too?**

She smiled at him bappily as they
walked on through the fragmat mea
dow and that was her only asswer—
then

‘1 don 't like the way Lukens is rus
ning things. It's his funeral of course,
but it fairly goes against my grain te
see any farm gun ot & lows and owr
farm is one of the best in 1llineils

‘“Buot §é's not running it ot & lom,
is he, Ben? Everything locked pretty
presperous to me. "’

““Well, of course the hands bave
saved him & lot. But Lakens doesn ™t
know anything ahout farming, Mether;
pot & thing: Me pever was cul out e
be & farmer. When | saw him trying
te bandle that heifer in the barayard
it was all | conld do to heep Trom bot
ting In and showing bhim the right

“You 4id show bhim, Bea. '’
INd 17 Well ) hope he doosn ™t for

’
get it Lukess is o good follow and |
! him, but he's no®P & farmer You
said the farm loshed prosperous; ! »
resperous, hat NS sl a8 prosperons
as it was whea we had it; and that 't
said Hea, locking squarely at his mot her,
“Lrings me o what | want to )
Mother, we've got (o go back. '’

What sbout Laey?*’

1 sttend te Loy, sald be, s
reasingly delighted to pergeive she
was yielding to biss. **If she dossn "t
want 1o go 1o Aunt Ella's and if she
mayhe she
w petsuaded o go te heardiag

won't go back te the farm

Slight pemsuasion was - peaded, for
lLawry, it developed 1hat night, was hap
amenable te the beardiag o hoad
den, and sirighteay, wilkh greal sesd,
enamined the eduralioas ad s v fliee
meals in & Inle Bagasiae The Panl
Lrctive thus remaved, M. Abbett ot
last gave her soa & defaite Answer
and s the thane of them st thal cven
arcund the liviag ream lamp, all
suning Tor the month afler next
thoygh ot in guite the same way
Fe f the boven of Bea Abbain
s Jove for the sarth was ta be
thus satisfed; but the slber ~hin bsre
fur Gaftrede Nage solbinsd s
ment Maf: and be made & resslve e
ond this tosment, of 80 least The wn
vininty of I, with ne mate ade On
the following day Susday. e started
for the Nage hame with the siern Ao
termination of making & prepesal of

martiage
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