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strengthen them. And in thie the superiority o
his character became evident. He was not one
of those who faint in the day of adversity. The
strength and vigour of his soul sustained the out-
ward pressure, and he was able to bear part of
the burden of those who were weaker than be.
He gathered them together on the Sabbath, form-
ed them into a class, instituted a prayer meeting,
became their leader, and continued for years to
* comfort the feeble minded,” to *‘ support the
wesak,” and to counsel and encourage all. His
knowledge, readiness and skill in debate, self-
command and moderation enabled bim to defend
successfully the opinions which he and bis fellow
Methodists held ; whilst his steady and unwaiv-
ering faith, cheerful spirit, manly and consistent,
piety, and active geal strengthened his compani-
ons, reinspirgd them with hope and confidence,
and prevented them from becoming weary and
faint in their minds.

“ He soon won the respect and oonfidence of
the neighbouring settlers, and was always a
prompt and welcome visitor at the bedeide of
sick and dying, many of whom, led by him to
the Lamb of God, died praising the great Re-
deemer, and lavishing benedictions upon their
happy teacher ; aad the chamber of desth be-
came the vestibule of heaven.

It would require many pages to relate his ex-
perience of divine things. Often the river of
God, which seemed always to bathe him with a
pure and tranquil joy, would overflow its banks,
and pour s torrent of bliss over his soul
# Many a night,” said his widow lately to me,
# he has awakened me with praising God, snd,
00 happy to sleep, has lsin for hours wrapped
in holy contemplations.”

But he has gone to possess greater joys than
those,—removed from his cottage by the hill-
side to

* The house of our Father above
The palace of angeis and God.”

For years he had been growing feeble, and o
cold, taken while performing an important duty,
was more than his shattered constitution could
shake off. Fever set in, and soon it was known
that he must die. He was still bappy in Christ,
and evjoyed the same confidence and comfort
which be possessed in the vigour of life. His
eyes were closed, and needed to be bed bef
they would open. Some one began to wash
them. * Never mind,” said he, * they will soon
be open,” aliuding to his approaching change,
and then, as if the circumstacce bad led bis
thoughts out upon a spiriiual sabject, he added,
after a short pause, * When thine eye is single
thy whole body also is full of light.” Thus did
he talk on the eve of his dissolution.

He had trusted in Christ, thought of him,
talked of him, given him the chief place in his
heart, and his Saviour was with him to the end.
He died in great peace, on Saturday the 27ih of
February, after a life of seventy-seven years,
sixty of which were spent in the service of Gud,
and was followed to the grave on Tuesday, by a
large number of sorrowing friends.

W. C. Brown,

WILLIAM WALKER OF GRANVILLE, N. 8.

During the last few weeks, we have been called
often to attend the beds of the sick, and dying;
aad faneral services have been frequent—these
visitations of God cught to produce s salutary
impression upon our hearts, and remind us of the
admonition of our Lord—* watch therefore, for
yo know not the day nor the bour wherein the
8on of Man cometh.”

On Sunday the ninth of April, we were called
to improve the death of our beloved drother
‘William Wa'ker of Granville—in the Granville
‘Wesleyan Chapel. Our dear brother had at-
tained a good old age—over three score years
and ten. He was not unprepared for the last
messenger death. He had for many years been
a member of the Wesleyan Church in Granville,
snd maintained a good report in the community.
During the last winter he was confined to bis
bed—not by any particular disease, but by phy-
sical prostration—a general decay of nature. He
was not unprepared to enter the valley of the
sbadow of death. He had obtained the forgive-
ness of sins—had walked in the light of God's
countenance—and when he approached the last
conflict he could say I have not now to seek re-
ligion,—he had sought and found it to the joy
of bis heart. Our visits to his bed-side were
always satisfactory,—his soul calmly rested upon
Christ,—his refuge was the blood of stonement.
He frequently said I have no psin—I have no
fear of death. Thus he passed away to awake
in the paradise of God.

MRS. SARAH ANN BATH, OF BRIDGETO

On Friday, the twenty-first of Apri
terred in the family Cemetery, Mrs. Eli
Bath; the relict of the late Robert Bath, Esgq.,
Bridgetown, who was much respected in this
community, and whose rcmains (about eight
months since) were deposited in grounds where
both husband aud wife now rest together until
the morning of the resurrection, awaiting the
trump of the Archangel, and the voice of God.

Mrs. Sarah Ano Bath was not properly speak-
ing & member of the Wesleyan Methodist So-
ciety,—she had met in class once or twice,—but
never considered hersclf a class member,—in
every other sense she was truly a Wesleyan,—
ber religious seutiments were Methodistically
orthodox,—the Wesleyan ministry was the mi-
nistry of her choice. She was a regular atten-
dant at the Wesleyan chapel, and the Wesleyan
Ministers found a home st her house. At
the commencement of the present Methodis-
tieal year Mrs. Bath appeared in good health.
After the death of Mr. Bath ber health began to
decline, and before four mouths had elapsed, she
was pronounced to be in consumption. The best
medical advice available was obtained, but she
continued to declive. Her friends were most
assiduous in their attentions. We visited her
regulerly, and those visits she appreciated,—
mioieterial visits were greatly prised by her,—
she sought the Lord earnestly, and we have rea-
s0n to believe that she found peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ - her experience
was that of peace, rather than ecstatic joy. To
the question put to her at different times, Are you
willing to die ? she would answer in the affir-
mative. She continued to decline until T'uesday
the 18th of April, when she died ia peace—
Jeaving a large circ'e of friends to mourn their
Joss.—She was excecdiagly kind to the poor,—
she was always rcady to supply their wants,—
she was “ ready to g.ve and gied to dis'ribute.”
After her busbard's cuntinued the
amount of his subsciiption towarls the cupport
of the ministry—ai.l 12 her Wil she has pro-
vided for the fundin; of anesmount of money—
the interest of which secures her subecription to
the Circuit in sll future time. Storily before
ber death she dirested to be sent to me for the
Bridgetown Wesleyan chapel—a very handsome
Cemmunion Service as a gift to the Church.
Such noble acts of christian benevolence ought
to be recorded and handed down to posterity
as an example worthy of imitation.—* Bleased
are the dead who die in the Lord, they rest from
their labours and their works do follow them.”

PR

MBS, MARCARET FOWLER OF KING# CO., N. B.
Died Feb. 5th, 1865, at the Boyne Settlement,

1n the 30:h year of her sge, Mrs. Margaret Fow-

ler_eldest daughter o !r.JFu rl

deallh she
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Saviour and united berself with our Chursh dar-
ing the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Burns. At the
beginning of the winter she became unwell and
as ber illness increased she became aware that
ber probation was drawing to a close. Her cov-
enant vows with God were remewed. She was

Christ. For some hours prior to death she suf-
fered great agony of body and was speechless.
Her fatber said to her * Margaret if you find
the Saviour precious, press my hand,”’ she imme-
distely threw all her strength into that dying
grasp, sad thus menifested what tongue could
not declare.

Her desth was instrumental in the swakening
of three of ber brothers to a sense of their dsn-
gerous state, and in the class meeting held in her
father's house, three weeks afterwards, two of
them were made happy in Christ. It was s time
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, but
we little thought that one of those who that
morning had received the evidence of his adop-
tion into the family of God on earth, would eré
another four weeks passed away be admitted into
the great family of beaven. But such bas been
we earnestly hope the case; for it is our painful
duty to record that James Kirkpatrick, Juar., in
the 22ad year «f his age, was drowned on the
23d of March, on one of the streams leading into
the Oromocto. There were three young men
stream driving, and whilst crossing on s log they
were precipitated into the water; two of them
managed after severe struggles to resch the
shore, but James sank to rise no more, His body
was found the next dsy, and on the following
Sabbath was placed by the side of the sister he
so fondly loved.

The deepest sympsthy was manifested through-
out the whole eommunity for the family of our
dear brother which has been so beavily afflicted.
Strikingly verified is the declaration of Zecari-
ah, “ At evening time it sball be light.”

There is a circumstance in connection with the
sbove sorrowful event which I think oughtto be
made public. One of the young men who escap-
ed drowning was the son of a christian widow
His course of life had been a cause of deep sor-
row to ber heast, and frequently had she entered
her closet and plead with God in his behalf ; but
prayers, exhortations, warnings, and the conver-
sion of his companions made no impression on
Walter P.

He bad left home on Wednesday, and it being
election day, it was supposed that he had gone
to it ; through the long hours of the night, that
mother waited for bis return. Her anxiety on
the next morning was so great that at length sbe
entered into her closet and there plead with God
to watch over and spare her son, her agony be-
came 80 intense that the tears rolied down her
cheeks ; she prayed om until she felt that her
prayers were heard, and she could ssy * Father
not my will but thine be done.” She rose from
ber knees and the first news she received was
that her son had just escaped a watery grave,
and his cousin had been drowned. At the very
time he was struggling in the water, and three
times be sank, his mother was wrestling in his
behalf. [ am bappy to state that be bas since
joined our class and is now happy in Christ, The
eldest brother of the deceased has aleo sought
and obtained pardon, and is now meeting with
us. To God be all the glory.

Davip B. 8corr.

Died at White Point, Feb. 21st, Cecelia Dog-
gett, aged 23. In ber eighteenth year during a
series of special services held by the Rev. J. W.
Howie, she became a subject of saving grace,
and joined the Methodist Church, from that time
until she entered upon the rest which remaineth
for the people of God, she evinced all the marks
of a genuine Christian. Her religious experi-
ence was characterised by bumility snd tender-
ness of conscience, and her attachment te the
meane of grace was strong and unswerving. She
deemed it o precious privilege to attend Clase-
Meeting, and her seat was rarely vacant in the
Sanctuary. For many months before her death,
signs of disease presented themselves, and
though all that affection would suggest to turn
aside the band of the destroyer was done, she
faded slowly away, and when the conviction
forced itself on her mind thet she must aie, it
was sccompanied by o terrible forebodings, but
with glowing views of an ever expanding and
brightening future. During ber protracted ill-
ness no murmuring word escaped ber, and a few
hours previous to her decesse, on being told that
she was dying, she replied, Ob! I sm so glad.
Then sweetly as a little child she fell aslesp.

Sister rest from sin and serrow,
Death is o’er and life is won,

On thy slumber dawns no morrow,
Rest, thine earthly race is rua.

Port Mouton, April 29th. E.G.T.

lf\FOWLEl, OF WESTFIELD, LONG REACH,
KINGs CO., N. B.

Miss Amnelia Fowler closed ber course with
joy on the 20th ult., being 24 years of age. Her
disease was of the most painful and protracted
character, a species of that fell destroyer, con-
sumption. For nearly ten years ‘mmediately pri-
or to her demise she was thesubject of suffering,
for some seven years occasionally, but for the last
three years, of severe and almost uninterrupted
agony. We feel assured that to nome of the
church of the first-born will the contrast between
earth and heaven be more striking than to" this
dear sister who bas literally gone up out of
« great tribulation,” to *‘serve God day and night
in bis temple.” To the unregenerate her exem-
plary submission to the will of God and her pa-
tient endurance of such severe sufferings, would
be totally insoluble, ** For she endured as seeing
Him who is invisible.”

Amelia had early in life been the subject of
deep religious convictions, but finding it bard to
sacrifice the pleasures of the world, put off the
Spirit with promises of compliance at & more
convenient season. But when—it pleased God
o crush the ark of her worldly tope at the door
of the tabernacle, our dear sister was admonish-
ed by the broken fragments to “ seek a better
country that is an Heavenly.” For the last two
years she grew rapidly in grace, and ripened for
her reward. It was quite evident to all who had
an opportunity of visiting ber, that with a ** good
hope through grace,” she waited patiently ber
appointed time. As she neared the shadow of
death her vision grew brighter, and in her own
language * Christ was precious.” A few mo-
ments before she died she called ber aged father
to her bedside, and with the remnant of ber far
spent strength whispered, “ Christ is very pre-
cious to me this afternoon.” Without a strug-
gle her longing spirit fled to swait in glory aa
incorruptible babitation. We improved the
deeply sclemn occasion from Rev.iii. 13-17, and
laid the mortal remains beside two brothers and
two sisters, whose flesh *rests in bope,” being
recently called from time. We deeply sympe-
thi:e with the bereaved and afflicte] family,
which for 14 successive years have been clothed
in the habiliments of mourning. L. G

Kingston.

“I wish you would not smoke cigars,” ssid
s plump little black-eyed girl to her lover.—
“ Why may I not smoke as well as your chim-
neys P * Because chimneys don’t smoke when

they are in good order.” He hes quit smok-

able to feel the sting of death removed through |
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Christ the Sun of Righteousness.
The world of grace uses the world of nature
as the medium through which its boly and beart
| cheering truths are conveyed to those, whose
{ eyes blinded by the god of this world, and spirits
!darkened by sin are unable to comprehend
simple spiritual truth unless dressed in the garb
| of common life. Therefore to bring down to bu-
|mthou‘htthhi¢hnndbolyt.hmp' of the
upper Sanctuary;— man his character and occu-
pations,—the visible things around us stamped as
they are with the signature of the Great Creator,
are pressed into the work of elucidating doctrine
and clearing difficulty. But it is not to all that
nature unfolds ber secrets. The man of the
worll may bask in the great ocean of sunlight,
and feel the invigorating effects produced by its
genial operations, and yet find in it no symbol
of the energizing and enlivening power of Christ
Jesus. He may stand beneath the gentle rays
of the queen of night, and yet not trace the
gentler, more soothing workings of the Holy
8pirit. To the genuine Christian every stone
lifts its voice, every rustling leaf and trickling
rill tell of some work of grace upon the beart,
or some influence of the world of spirit upon the
world of maan.
The broad summer sun in its effulgent glory,
forms one of the grandest and most expressive
of all illustrations of the character and work of
our blessed Lord. When rising in its morning
splendor it dispels the mists and blackness of
chaotic night, we see the Sun of Righteousness
arising upon the intellectual and spiritual dark-
ness of the world;—displaying the errors of hu-
man theory and reasoning;—the sins of human
practice ;—making plain and perceptible those
things of beavenly origin into which the inge-
nuity of man bad vainly sought to pry ;—reveal-
ing in his sacred persom and soul inspiring
words a God whom the heathens knew not. By
that same agency of light man has been made
acquainted with his position in the providential
and gracious government of God. Through
Him, “the way, the truth, and the life,” the
means and avenue of escape from destruction are
made known. Sin and evil are subdued where
His light shines,and they that dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death through Him have
their souls illuminated, their spirits lighted. As
we realize that all our knowledge comes to us
from Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness, we can
repeat with emphasis the words of the poet.
“ 0 Thou, the Father’s image blest !
Who callest forth the morning ray ;
O Thou eternal Light of light!
And inexbaustive Fount of day !
True Sun ' upon our souls arise,
Shining in beauty evermore;
And through each ssnse the quick’ning beam
Of thy Eternal Spirit pour.”

We know how the buman form is strength-
ened, and disease and sickness flee from the
sunlight, hiding their hideous heads in darkened
fever alleys, or in marshy fens. There is not a
reader of this article who has not experienced
its influence especially when the mind is de-
pressed, and the mental faculties have lost their
power. There have been times when all seem-
ed gloomy, the past and its memories were
fruitful of anguish, the future and its hopes
were not clothed with brightness, then an hour’s
walk in the sunlight has raised the spirits,
strengthened the mental action, and prepared
us for difficulty or danger. So it is with the
Sun of Righteousness who rises with healing in
his wings. He is the great physician and healer
of the nations. One touch from him, one ray
from his glorious brightness, and the leprosy of
sin is cleansed, the filthiness purified, the mental
depression and spiritual agony removed. This
is the oil of joy given for mourning, and the gar-
ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.

The careful observer of nature cannot fail to
notice the sun’s action upon plant life. He sees
how the tiny grass blade turns its tender point
and shoots upward to meet the rays, how the
lily opens its petals to the first gleam of the
morning beams, how from delicate shoot to
mature plant and ripened seed vegetable life
goes on vivified, strengthened, and perfected by
the sun’s direct agency. Nor can the thought-
ul man fail to observe the same influence at
work in reviving torpid animal life. The earth
worm creeping from its hole to be warmed into
life. The bee stretching its wings that its
muscles may be nerved to do their work when
the honeyed flower shall disclose its dew gem-
med petals. Christian reader, what is this but
a complete picture of Divine and gracious action
on your heart 7 As you bask in the rays of the
risen Sun of Righteousness, you grow in grace,
the christian character is matured, the fruit is
ripened until you are ready, like full corn in the
ear, to fall before the reaper’s sickle and be
gathered into the garner of God. Sleeping,
torpid Christian come out from the conceal-
ment in which for the winter of thy soul thou
hast hid, and gain new life, new power to work,
new grace to help, new strength to pray. If we
would keep in the rays of that Sun who is to us
light, life, and salvation we must keep in the
clear sky—no clouds should rest between us.
Prayer will do this, and we may then live in
his presence and partake of his joy forever.

For the Provincial Wesleyan.

Sacred Music.

No. 6.

Ia the worship of God, music should never be
dissociated from the use of words. Hence the
mere playing on an instrument, however correct
and appropriate its tones, cannot be regarded as
s part of worship, unless connected with the bu-
man voice, and the utterance of refigious senti-
ment, in prose or verse. Symphonies and volun-
{aries are therefore not desirable in the house of
prayer, especially during the singing of any piece
or anthem. The less there is of a sensuous or
worldly character, on such occasions the better ;
everything should be adapted, to cherish snd fix
the spirit of devotion. The due worship of God
involves some of the most important duties of
creatures possessing morsl agency. Never are
buman beings more like the angeis, than when
solemnly engaged in ¢ongs of adoration to the
Triune God. But we shall certainly be unlike
them, if we attempt to sing without words
Though we cannct uaderstand much about the
mode of their singing, yet we know by the reve-
lations of the liuly Spirit, that when they bend
in solemn awe before the ** Lofty one, they cry
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty,” &c. To
them also are we indebted for that beautiful
chorus, which redeemed men on earth have
been singing ever since the Nativily. “ Glory
to God in the highest, on earth peace, good will
to man.” All Christians then should be careful
as to what they sing. 7Truth should be the first
ides. To tell lies is & fearful evil ; but to sing
or pray them is far worse. The sentiment should
be in agreement with the Bible, which is the
fountain of religious truth. It is useless to argue
that we should sing only the very words of scrip-
ture, as well attempt to prove that in preying
we should do the same. No branch of Christ’s
church is more favoured in this respect, than the
Methodist.  Strangers bave often expressed
their plessing surprise, at the remarkable adap-

TIGHT

|

BINDING

tation of our hymms to the evangelical topics
discuseed in the pulpit.

On all the essential truths of the Gospel, we |
bave s besutiful variety. And bere I must dis-
| sent from an opinion expressed by * Cantor,” in
| his article No. 5, on Sscred music. Ho states
{ and without sny qualification repeats the state-
| ment, that we pave “ foo many Aymms.” Our
| Fathers and Brethren in England did not think
| 80, 35 years sgo, when they added 209, to the
560 in the old Book. I should regret the ab-
straction of one from this unique volume.

If all are not sung in every place, all msy be
read. And many more ought to be sung in our
congregations than are sung. Almost every
Note-book in the present day, has tunes adapted
to all the metres in our bymn book. Surely out
of the tswenty metres in the book, twelve might
be generally sung. These twelve would em-
brace 700 out of the 760 hymns in the volume.
More than half of the whole sumber may be
sung to three tunes.

There are of common metre hymns 142 ; of
long metre, 157 ; six lines eights, 117.

It will be plainly seen by these numbers that
there are more lines in the book of 6-8 metre
than any other, and yet in some small congre-
gations, we seldom have any of those hymas
sung. Our Singers surely must forget, that any
long metre tune, will go to s 6-8 by repeating
the latter half of the tune on the 5th snd 6th
lines of the verse.

As regards the peculiar metres, one tune for
each would be sufficient for years, which cer-
tainly with s little effort could be realized in
every congregation. * Centor” also intimstes
that long, common, and short metres, being most
used, are consequently the best hymuns, Perhaps
in general they sre most sung; but I think mo
two hymns in our Book are sung so frequently,
as “ Lel earth and heaven agres,” and * Arise
my soul arise, Shake off ” &e.

And as regards real excellence, I doubt il sny
other metre has in proportion so many superior
hymns as six lines eights.

In reference to the anmpastic verse * being in-
capable of expressing any feeling suitable to the
sanetuary,” 1 can bardly believe that * Cantor,”
was in earnest, although he submits it very
“ deferentially.” What! such hymne as, “ Come
let us ascend my companion and friend, &c —
“ Come let us anew, our &c. '* Away with our
fears &c., not suitable to express devotional feel-
ing ? I wish he were bere in Fredericton to hear
us sing to the tune of ¢ Wesley’ in the ¢ Dulcimer,’
“ How bappy are we, Who in Jesus agree,” &e.

I think it well however, in announcing such
bymns, to say, as I once heard a Brother say,
“ Let us sing the hymn on page 466, Anapastic
measure !” A young Lady had been raising the
tanes ; but now a look of amasement seized ber,
and not her alone ; but there happened to be &
Brother present, not very nervous in his tempera-
ment, who endeavoured successially to start the
tane with all possible gravity. Oa another point
[ disagree with * Cantor,”—whom I know nct
I hope that he is not a Methodist Preacher, for
I can scarcely believe that any of our ministers
would advocate the idea of abandoniog the good
old practice of lining the hymns, in connection
with the singing. It will never spoil the sense
to resd a whole verse at a time, which is now be-
coming general.

Tell me not, that this custom only supplies &
lack of hyma books, and that where a congre-
gation is amply employed, that the practice al-
luded to may be discontinued. There is-s higher
and more important reason than this, though on
that basis it is yet required, for many in our con-
gregations cannot read. It is the sublime frufhs
of these hymns to which I refer. 1 ask, will
half the sttention be given to the reading of a
bymn throughout, as the distinet enunciation of
a verse will command, just when the mwind bas
hecome composed by the siraine of music P—
Often have I witnessed the thrilling effect of the
solemn utterance of one verse, contsining glo-
rious Gospel idess. It is the éruth that God
blesses to the awakening of sinners and the edi-
fication of his church, whether that truth be ex-
prested in the very language of scripture, or in
averse of poetry. If sentiment is required in
order to make fome religious, then let us give
more prominence to truthful thought them to
mere sound. We are not to be influenced by
other churches in this matter, nor by indivicuals
who seek the introduetion of innovations on s
system that has worked admirsbly for more than
so hundred years. Let all be done to the glory
of God.

“'l'hmatol-ymv do Thou unbisd,
That [ may have the power to sing of thee
And soun thypnhnmlud-.li-o o1
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Letter from President Lincoln.

EXPLANATION OF HI$ COURSE ON THE
SLAVERY QUESTION.

Mg. EpiTor,—I beg to forward to you here-
with a letter from the late President of the
United States, for insertion:in the columns of
the Provincial Wesleyan. 1 have clipped it
from the Boston Weekly Courier of May 5, 1864.
As it is explanatory of his course on the Slavery
question, please permit him to reply through
your paper to the question in reference thereto
to which your United States correspondent
refers and briefly replies.

Yours very respectfully,
A. W. McL. Harr.

Canso, N. 8., May 15th, 1865,

ExecuriveE MaxsioN, Washington, April 4.
A. G. Hodges, Esq., Frankfort, Ky. :

My Dear Sir,—You ask me to put in wn‘iing
the substance of what I verbally said the other
day, in your presence, to Gov. Bramlette and
Senater f)ixon. It was about as follows :

I am naturally snti-sla; If slavery is not
wrong, nothing is wrong. caonot remember
when I did not so think and feel. And yet I
bave never understood that the Presidency con-
fonl-led 1) ::u:iunmtrict:df' t to act offi-
cially upon this ju nt and feeling. It was
intheofl,: lm,ﬁlwould,co the best of
my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the
Constitution of the United States. I could not
take the office without ing the oath. Nor
was it my view that I might take an oath to get

wer, and break the oath in “‘l'h T.

understood too, that, in ordinary civil inis-
tration, this onh even forbade me to practically
indulge my primary, abstract judgment on the
m question of slavery. I publicly de-
clared this many times and in many ways. And
I aver that, to this day, I have done no official
act in mere deference to my abstract judgment
and feeling on slavery.

I1did undcnund,r{o'ever, that my oath to
preserve the Constitution to the best of my
ability imposed upon me the duty of preserving,
by every 1 nsable means, that government,
that nation, of which that Constitution was the

ic law. Was it ible to lose the nation,
:3 yet preserve the Constitution ?

By general law, life and limb must be
tected ; yet often a limb must be amputated to
save a life ; but a life is never wisely given to
save, a limb. [ feel that measures, rwise
unconstitutional, might become lawful, by be-
coming indispensable to the preservation of the
Constitution, through the preservation of the
nation. Right or wrong, I assumed this ground,
and now avow it. I could not feel that to the
best of my ability I had even tried to preserve
the Constitution, if to save slavery or any minor
matter, 1 should permit the wreck of the govern-
ment, country, sud constitution, all together.
murlyh in the war, General Fremont at-

military emancipation, I forbade i
because 1 did not then think it an indi o
necessity. When, a little later, Gen.

the blacks, 1 obj e
think it an indispensable necessity. . »
later, General Hunter attempted military eman-
cipati lugainforbtdeit.boageldndno(
yet think the indispensable necessity had come.

When, in March, and May, and July, 1862,
lnsdcumedundmeoe.ive;?uzw.the
border States to favor compensated emancipa-

because I did mot yet
When

| tion, 1 believed the indispensable necn-:{.:'z

mili cmcigﬂ:ﬂ' and the
vw:r'cane, unless averted by t measure.
They declined the proposition, and I was, in my
best judgment, driven to the alternative of either
surrendering the Union, and with it Constitu-
tion, or of laying st hands upon the colo:
element. I chose the latter. In choosing it I
boped for greater gain than loss, but of this I
was not entirely confident. More than a year
of this trial now shows no loss by it in our foreign
relations, none in our home popular sentiment,
none in our white military force, no lw by it
anyhow or anywhere. On the contrary, it ﬁow:

still | with them all we ask,

| and many excellences of the modern pulpit, yet

1. Are convictions for sin relatively so fre-
quent, or so pungent, as f@erly ? .

2. Are conversions from sin to holiness rela-
tively so many and well-defined ?

If so, none will more heartily rejoice. But
we cannot so see it. Preaching is the grand
agency for conversion, and none other can sup-
plant it. If thereis a deficiency where is it ?

1. There is a marked change in the presenta-
tion of the doctrines of the gospel. We have
outlived the controversies of the past and we
would not restore them. With their bitterness
we would not bring them back. Yet they hd
their compensations. They brought out tru.th in
clear sharp outlines. Truth became precious,
and men estimated aright the advantage of

T

a gain of quite a hundred and thirty tb
-ngi‘ilen. seamen, and laborers. These are pal-
pable facts, about which, as facts, there can be
no caviling. We have the men, and we could
not have had them without the measure.
And now, let any Union man who ns
of the measure test himself, by writing down in
one line that he is for subduing the rebellion by

taking these hundred and thirty thousand men
from the Union side and placing them where
they would be but for the measure be condemns.
If he cannot face his cause so stated, it is only
because he cannot face the truth.

1add a word which was not in the verbal
conversation. In telling this tale, I attempt no
compliment to my own sagacity. I claim not to
have controlled events, but confess plainly that
events have controlled me. Now, at the ead
of three years’ struggle,the nation’s condition is
not what either party or any man devised or
ex God alone can claim it. Whither it
is tending seems plain. If God now wills the
removal of a great wrong, and wills also that we
o(dnl\'onh,unlluyouofthe South, olnll
pay fairly for our complicity in that wrong, im-
partial history will find therein new cause to
attest and revere the justness and goodness of
God. Yours truly,

A. LixcoLw.

Wallace and Pugwash Circuit.

Mz. EDITOR,—Permit me to present to the
readers of the “ Wesleyan,” a brief account of
the * times of refreshing” which have lately come
to parts of this Circuit “ from the presence of
the Lord.”

At Pugwash, the first months of the present
year were marked by an increased interest in
the services of the Lord’s house, and a heaven-
born desire, on the part of many of the children
of God, to see a special effort made to advance
the kingdom of Christ. The indications of good
were noticed with pleasure and early in March
a series of services was commenced. Our
earnest prayer was, “ Return, we beseech thee,
O God of bosts : look down from heaven, and
behold, and visit this vine, and tho vineyard
which thy right-hand bath planted ;” for, the
enemy with his “ devices” had been here and
we could almost say , the vineyard * is burned
with fire, it is cut down.”

The great Head of the Church looked with
approval upon the means which were used to
promote His glory. At our first Meeting we
felt,

Even now the Lord deth shower
The blessing from above. .

One “stone of stumbling " after another was re-
moved by the power of Divine love. The mem-
bers of our little Society dedicated themselves
to God. Some who bad wandered from their
Father'’s bouse, penitently returned. Maay of
the unconverted sought and found pardon and
peace through faith in Christ.

As s00n as it was possible, the Superintendent
of the Circuit comwenced special services at
Wentworth. The prospect was very discourag-
ing at first, but, the prayer-hearing ‘God visited
us here in mercy and much good was done.

In both places, the presence and influence of
the Holy Spirit were very remarkably maaifest
and, as a part of the result, more than a hun-
dred have been added to the Church. * Now
unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the
only wise God, be honor and glory for ever and
ever.” Yours &e.,

C. Josr.

Pugwash, May 13th.

From the North-Western Christian Advocate.

Where is the Change ?

It willsbardly be cbarged that the North-
Western is given to croaking and crying out,
“ The former days were better than these.” It
has steadily insisted that the Church is advane-
ing and attaining new positions of spiritual pow-
er, and that its influence was never so mighty
for good as at present.

At the same time there is reason for honest
self-examination. Its agencies are vastly more
powerful than formerly and greater in number,
and the real question is, Is the Church advancing
as rapidly as the agencies it wields warrent it to
expect? Are its triumphs commensurate to the
marshaled forces? Is it wisely using the talents
committed, or, to employ the modern commercial
phraseology, the capital invested ?

The test is in the number of souls converted.
There is the work of Christian culture, of leading
on to perfection, but two things must be conced-
ed: first, the subjects of this culture must be
supplied by conversion ; secondly, the culture is
defective which does not make the Church ag-
gressive and lead it to seek and to save that
which is lost ? The power of a Church to pro-
duce scriptaral conversions must be taken as the
evidence of its vitality and faithfulness.

This is said without demanding any peculiar
type of phenomena in comversion. We think
the most perfectly developed Church power is
seen in leading its young children to Christ and
securing them all in the Good Bhepherd’s fold.
But whether the conversions be of childhood or
among adults, the “ turning of many to right-
eousness” is that which constitutes the skining
Church.

Add to the number of adults in our congrega-
tions the children brought under the influence of
the Church ix its Sabbath schools, and you will
see at once that a far greater number is brought
under Christian instruction than formerly. It
is, we think, incontestible, that relatively fewer
are brought to Christ in proportion to the num-
ber influenced.

It has occurred to us, as the result of pretty
wide observation, that it is not so common for
unconverted people to attend public service as
formerly. In other words, while the whole num-
ber of persons who hear preaching is greater
than at any time since the days of Pentecost,
there is not 30 great a proportion of non-com-
maunicants as formerly. If the increased num-
ber of communicants was in advanced ratio to
the growth of the population, this would be a
gratifying fact, as showing the numerical ad-
vance of the Church upon the warld, but we
fear we cannot accept it,

There is cne query suggested by this fact;
namely, Is not the great decision between Christ
and the world made earlier now than formerly ?
Isit not usually made in childhood ar early
youth? If so, what new lessons of responsibility
are taught the Church and its ministry ?

Is there any change in the character of
modern preaching that may explain in whole er
in part, the comparative loss of power in the
above-mentioned direction ?

It is with great difidence we venture to dis-

then Secretary of War, suggested the arming

cuse this question, for we ukmhd'tbwl

force of arms, and in the next, that he is for |,

We :n to be saved through the truth, and
there is power in the old massive truth of the
L In the culture of this day, the cool
brain of the people demands thought and Gop's
THOUGHT is in the Gospel. ‘

IL Is there not a relaxation of law-preach-
ing?
We concede there was often a sternness and
even a harshness in the old divines and & par-
ticularity in painting terror that we would not
advise. But Sinai was a fact in the bistory of
divine dispensations. Sodom and Gomorrah
overthrown, Jerusalem doomed and desolate
were also facts. We may not suppress the ut-
terance, though it be made with tears, that % Go.d
is angry with the wicked every day,” and thatit
is a “fearful thing to fall into the bands of the
living God.”

There is in the human soul an appetite for
justice, and even wicked men prefer, in their
bearts, teaching which assures them of a coming
reckoning ; it answers to the voice within, and
when they hearit not, they feel that such preach-
ing may safely be nqbcbd.

IIL Is not the presentation of privilege less
distinct now than formerly ?

Are we in error, or is there a less emphatic
and constant assertion of  experimental re-
ligion,” of the direct witness of the Holy Ghost,
of the evidence of pardon! The soul loves de-
monstration and abbors doubt. It has been one
ground of the glory of Christianity that its
supreme evidence is personal. “If any man
will do His will he shall kaow of the dootrine if
it be of God.” “He that believeth hath the
witness in himself” When the highly educated
and gifted Paul was to speak for his faith in the
presence of royalty, and men of culture gather-
ed within the kingly presence, he narrated his
personal experience! It came out in his ser-
mons and illustrated his episties. Is there, or
is there not, a change in this personal declara-
tion of gospel privilege ?

Is there the same distinctness given to the
spiritual character of conversion—the work of
the Holy Ghost ?

Is there the same distinctness and urgency ia
preaching that the blood of Jesus cleanseth from
all sin ? That it is the privilege of the beliover
to be consciously purified by the Spirit, through
faith ?

IV. Have we not, unconsciously, abandoned
the hortatory style of preaching ?

Not that it should stand above, but be wisely
blended with exposition and nuoniég. Every
man must be “ warned ” as well as!“taught in
all wisdom.” We are to * persuade men” as
well as convince them. Honestly we believe
there is often a higher test of intellettual capa-
pacity in an appeal than in an argument It re-
quires a finer perception, a keener intuition, a
loftier emotion. To be truly successful it must
rest on some fundamental truth, or axiom. Many
can clearly announce the axiom or conduct the
demonstration, but it requires the true orator to
carry it forward in the resistless appea!.

Yet there is a disposition to undervalue this.
Once, a minister, for years since an honored
bishop, preached a sermon of moving power at
an annual conference. It carried, as by storm,
the large congregation. At its close a brother
who had never arisen above the second grade of
mediocrity said patronizingly, “ Well, that was
a good exhortation, but it was no sermon.” Bah!
Why that critic never comprehended the emo-
tions of a real sermon! Personally we would
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after the style of that sermon, than to originate
all the fleshless, spiritless skeletous of that critic’s
accumulation.

Similar criticism bave we Leard from others,
and have always deplored them as unwise.
The modern pulpit has piety and thorough-
ness. It has faithfulness i:‘ toi{ and we think is,
pastorally, in advance of the earlier pulpit. We
bave ventured in all diffidence to suggest some
perilous departures from the elements of real
power over the people.

We do not believe the popular taste bas so
changed as to render the points suggested im-
possible of acceptance. The modern pulpit af-
fords abundance of refutations of such a theory.
For what the pulpit is, for its wonderful bold
upon countless thousands, God be praised;
And may His ministers every where be flames
of fire, their souls clothed with salvation.

The New Bible.

The New York Observer referring to the new
version of the new Bible by the “ American
Bible Union,” says :

We folt curious to see how the expression,
“To be baptised with the baptism that I am
baptised wi'h ;" would sppear when immersed
sccording to the leading principle of the New
Version, and turned to it, expecting of course to
find it in the following form : “‘ To be immersed
with the immersion that I am immersed with ¢’
but, it is omitted altogetber in both v;:zﬁv.
are aware that many of the best sut ies re-
gard this phrree as borrowed from Mark, and
not contained in the original, and we turned to
the same passage in Mark x. 38, 39: “ Can yo
drink of the cup that I'drink of and be be bap-

tized with the beptism that I am baptised with P*
&c. In theBew version this is rendered as fol-
lows: “ Are ye able to drink the cup that I
driok, or to endure the immersion which I en-
dure? And in the 39th verse: “ Ye shall
drink the oup that I driok, and endure the im-
mersion which 1 ot:::n.'rd El.cn, then, we have
& new meaning to the wo ptiso. To be ba; «
tized, in this ;ﬁm. means, a¢cording to the mf'
version, Lo endure.

This instance is enough to upset the whol
result of the labors of tho‘n nuyp;:tn. ';h:c:
labors were undertaken on the principle of mak-
ing bdaptizo mean immerse in every instance it
occurs in the New Testament. No other ren-
dering of the word could be allowed; but when
tbo’o new translators come upon the expression
which, aecording to their theory would
> Are ye able to be immersed with the immer-
sion that I am immersed with,” 10 avoid such an
exhibniog of their theory which, of itself, would
carry on its face sm argument agsinst it, omitt-
ing the passages aliogether :n Matthew, in Mark
they four times tracslate the word Baptiso as
meaning to endure. If we did not know that
Baptists generally have repudisted the officious

with the Holy Scriptures by this clique,

quite syre that they would do it after
surrendering of the great principle on which
denomination is established. If such a
may be taken with the word baptiso in

, why may it not be rendered wask in

and bave the sense of sprinkle in an-
There is no more metonymy in one case 1

in the other,

rather “ preach many things ip an exhortation,” |
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