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oifered to us in the sacred volume. It is there said,
could noy with emphasis, “ In the beginning, God created the
) heavens and the earth”; yet, even here, in the extreme
,;:be was simplicity of the expression, the majestic simplicity of
' he '_" truth—there appears to be a vacuum in the answer to
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th i the terin, xrija, is generally applied the meaning, ¢ to
to the make something out of nothing” ; and perhaps this
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tion or strihes the attention, ot every behiolder--what
time was oceupicd in that formation and arrangeweat
—and what was the design and imtention of the whole,
The prineipal features inthe argument respecting the
eternity ot matter, ought, perhaps. to precede other ob-
servations on this part of our subject. The argumeants,

objections and answers, may be classed as follows  —
The world, or the umverse, is cternal—aor the ma-
terial of which 1t is made, existed from all etermity .
To this we may answer—It we suppose that the
world existed from all cternity, it argues that it must
be self-existent ; if self-existent, necessarily existent
it necessarily existent, matter must have filled all
space, must have existed every where, either momo -
tion or at rest,—and thus we are at ence launched imto
the midst of a palpable absurdity.
Again : We argue against the cteruity of matter
from the nature of ‘Time. Time is a succession of
mornents, as matter is an aggregate of atoms.  Timne
cannot be reckoned ab infinito—it cannot be positively
infinite because it is composed ot tinite parts ; and ar
; : s 'S ite parts must have 11:41 a beginnmng, there.
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; - . : cc the Ureation.
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-’ ‘here is the historical record ot the fact 7 Foven the
he Ge pear. (Heb. xi. 8. wher
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were, thal maller, however extended apd modified, . .
course y ) ' e revard the ol
i . It has been said, that the Chinese regard the worl:
hls ; the must be so far tangible and apparent, as to be seen in : S Wer tl e
’ that in which it was compounded or modified ; and it|** 80M¢ hundreds of thousands of year< elder than th.
consequently could not bepsaid that the thin"s, which Mosaic account ; that the Chaldeans carricd back the
4 ! y . : ° origin of society 473.000 years ; that the Fgypuan
are seen were not made of things which do appear. | Sotl il e
: priests reckoned between Menes and Sothou 341 ge-
¥¥'e ue flimceinre reby dugruotol, thit the preseut nerations——but with the latter, the aceounts are so dis-
all. All mundane fabric was no! forined or reformed, from one cordant and so slenderly supported by evidenre, that
r exist- a?t::'nsrr—bul lhzlu. it was in fact, created by the poncr‘-“_c cannot hesitate in pronouncing them fictitious amd
: od from nothing. . s e
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