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POPULAR PROTESTANT CONTRO
VERSY.

XVIIL

For brevity's sake I will call the
Spanish-American Protestant paper of
which I bave been speaking the Cham-
pion and the country in which it is
published Eldorado, not caring to give
the actual name of either. AsI have
said, it represents a very numerous
and influential American denomin-
ation, distinguished — excepting an
important minority of its more emi-
nent ministers—by it simplacable an-
imosity against the Roman Catholics.

We have seen how the Champion has
declared that, without the consent of
the State, no conjugal union whatever
can be a chaste one. 1n the articles in
which 1t has treated of this it makes no
exception or reservation whatever.
According to it a man and woman may
be perfectly competent to contract mar-
riage, may be free of all impediments,
natural, ecclesiastical or civil, may
enter with full consent into an irrevoc
able Christian union, and may cele-
brate this with all the solemnities of
religion. Yet if they do not obtain the
consent of the state, their marriage is
null, they are llving in * filthy con-
cubinage.” Their neglect to obtain
civil sanction may be the result of pov-
erty, fearing burdensome fees, or of
gimplicity, bewildered by complicated
formalities of haughty civil officers,
and feeling no concern about questions
of succession and inheritance, belong-
ing to a higher social range. On the
other hand, it may proceed from
scruples of conscience, well or ill-ad-
vised. No matter what, if they do not
obtain the consent of the State, they
are told that they are living in scan-
dalous immorality.

Does this view represent the prin-
ciple of Protestantism? It certainly
does not represent the instinct of un-
perverted human nature. Natural
good sense inquires whether there is a
true conjugal consent, as understood
by Christians, ratified by all those
guarantees which make it evident that
this consent has been really given.
Conditions imposed by external au-
thority can only affect the purity of
puch a contract so far as they affect the
genuineness of such a consent. Where
the neglect of any such conditions has
not been wanton, even where these
may turn out to have been objectively
necessary, it is evident that it casts no
reflection on the essential chastity of
the contracting parties. The canon
law implies this by holding the bona
fides parentum, even in the case of
marriages found null, a sufficient
ground of legitimacy.

Natural morality and Catholic moral-
ity thus agree in refusing to pronounce
a sentence of moral condemnation on a
conjugal contract observing all the
conditions recognized by a careful con-
science. How is it with Protestant
morality ? Does it agree or disagree ?

The difficulty is that there is no
authority to speak for it. Protestant-
ism is not an organism, but an agglo-
meration of denominations, some more,
some less, entitled to the Protestant
Fach of theso has to speak for
itself. However, such a publication as
Herzog's encyclopedia is doubtless an

smportant representative of general

Protestant opinion. This, as I under-
stand it, explicitly denies that a mar-
riage can be valid which is not ac-
credited by the State, ]t does not,
however, like the Champlon, declare
that such a connection necessarily im-
piies personal unworthiness in the
parties. Nor could it carry through
&ven its more moderate assertion. It
18 not to be imagined that these Pro-
testant divines really regard as null
Protestant marriages contracted in
Peru or Ecuador outside of the Lex
Clandestinitatis, where the Govern:
ment insists on this; or the marriages
of the English Quakers from Charles I.
to William 1V. ; or of the French Pro-
testants from Lewis XIV. to Lewis
XVI. inclusive.

The Champlon, in the blindness of
pectarian fury, and of its own narrow
ignorance, may well afford to rail at
the Indians and half-breeds of Eldorado
that follow the imstruction of their
Catholic pastors, who teach them that
it may be expedient, and often even
obligatory, to comply with civil re-
quirements as to marriage, but that
these are not intrinsically necessary
for a valid Christian union. I imagine
these editors would observe a very dif-
ferent manner of speech if they had to
deal with patriclans, Take, for in-
stance, various marriages within the
blood royal of England. 1 have re-
peatedly seen the statement that when
English princes marry contrary to the
Royal Marriage Act, their children are
shut out of the succession, but the mar-
riages are legally good. Thisis an
entire mistake. The words of the Act
are express. ‘‘No descendant of hig
late Majesty (reorge the II, except the
issue of princesses married into foreign
families, shall be capable of contract
ing matrimony," without royal per-
mission, unless, being more than
twenty-five, they give public notice of
intention, and are not forbidden by
Parliament within a year. Explicit
decisions of the courts and of the House
of Lords confirm the unmistakable
tenor of these words. To the civil
authority these marriages are simply

non-existent. Yet, as these mar-
riages according to Roman Catho-
lic doctrine, have been valid, so

according to universal English estima-
tion, they have been morally, socially
and religiously valid, though legally
null. Would the editors of the Cham-
pion use such language towards these
princely personages as they use
towards the Spanish-American half-
breeds? Unless I entirely miscon-
celve this style of people, these editors
would have almost goue out of their
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wits to be admitted to the intimacy of
Mrs. Fitzherbert, the true wife of
George 1V., although a Roman Catho-
lic ; or of Lady Augusta Murray, the
tirst wife of the Duke of Sussex, the
Queen'’s uncle, although she wasa
Catholic too; or of Lady Cecilia Under-
wood, his second wife ; or of Mrs Fitz-
George (if that was the name), the
wife of the present Duke of Cambridge,
the Queen's cousin., They would
probably be tre last men to tell Sir
Augustus D'Este and his sister, the
children of Lady Augusts, or the
Messrs. Fitz George, that they were
the offspring of scandalous immorality.
The awe of rank (peculiarly strong
with these ignoble minds) and the lack
of any motive of religious rivalry,
would subdue their prancing spirits,
and bring them into accord with the
settled judgment of English and of
general society, that these marriages
have been true marriages, morally
good, though legally void.

The Jesuit Sylvester J. Hunter bas
expressed the matter very soundly.
*In some countries it is possible for
persons to contract true Christian
mearriage, which is perfectly good in
conscience and ordinary estimation,
but which the law of the country de-
clines to recognize as having any civil
effects touching succession to property
and dignities, or the like. Such mar-
riages are called marriages of con-
science or morganatic marriages ; the
origin of this last name must be
sought in the usages of German prince-
ly houses, among whose members alli-
ances of this nature are not un-
common. "’

Father Hunter is not quite accurate
in deecribing these as morganatic
marriages. Morganatic marriages,
in Germany, are acknowledged by the
courts, and give to the children the in-
heritance of the mother’s rank and
estate, though not of the father’s.
However, saving the extension of the
term ‘‘ morganatic " (and even this is
lately sanctioned by the Almanach de
(ioha), Hunter'’s statement is perfectly
sound, both in fact and morais. Yet if
it is sound for these high personages,
it is equally sound for the poor peons
of Eldorado. However, let the Champion
blackguard them as much as it likes.
They will never know the difference.

I have noticed, by the way, that
there has lately been a newspaper dis
cussion concerning the relation of the
Catholic Church to morganatic mar-
riage. The Catholic Church has no
relation whatever to morganatic mar-
rilage. She knows no distinction be-
tween morganatic marriage and
ordinary marriage. This distinction
lies wholly in the civil sphere. It
does not in the least concern the nature
of the sacramental union, but simply
its social effects, with which the

and on Constantis’s death married
ber, as if & Christian and Catholic man |
could possibly bave two wives at once ! |
Even lLuther and Melanchthon only
tried a single experiment of this kind,
in favor of the Landgrave Philip.
Dom Pedro simply lived in adulterous
concubinage with Inez, and when
Constantia died, made his former mis-
trese his sacramentally wedded wife.
The former union was criminal ; the
second was not morganatic. The
Church gave no benediction to his
crime, but to his reparation of his
crime.
In brief, Rome teaches, and so far
all ought to agree with her, that there
may be true, sacramental and indis-
goluble unions which the State refuses
to confirm. She teaches also, and
soundly, that the raligious obligation
of a marriage does mnot rest om the
question with which hand the union is
celebrated, in token of varying civil
consequences,
Let us next consider the teaching
given by a convert of the Champion
concerning marriage. We shall see
that the disciple improves greatly
upon the masters, in the way of dis
honcring this holy relation.

CuarLes C. STARBUCK,
Andover, Mass.
—>

THE MISSION OF SCIENCE

Is not to be the Superior or Equal of
Religion, But to be its Hand-Maid.

Catholic Witness.

Of all the modern literary glants
none is more conspicuous than Count
Tolstoi, the great Russian author.
Whatever may be thought about this
man's methods—and for many of them
there can be only condemnation—
there is no doubt that the aged writer
is honest and sincere in his convic
tions, He has lived now many years,
he has observed around him in all
stages of gociety many crying evils,
and against these, to eradicate them,
he has used his mighty genius.

In the twilight of his life, as a con
viction that comes to him after years
of observation and study, the count
has come to the conclusion that science
is of very little practical good. It
teaches men many things, but of what
use? **The strong, sensible laborer,”
to quote Tolstoi, ‘‘supposes that men
who study, and are supported by his
labor, shall be able to tell him where
to find happiness. Science should
teach him how to live, how to act to-
wards friends and relatives, how to
control instincts and desires that arise
within him, how and what to believe.
Instead of telling him these things,
gcience talks about distances in the
heavens, microbes, vibratione of ether
and X-rays. The laborer is dissatis-

Church, as Benedict XIV. explairs,
has nothing to do do. The Chur h
simply asks the parties: Have you

formed a true sacramental union,
under the conditions required for
gpiritual validity ? Satisfied of this,
she does not inquire into the civil pro-
visions of the contract. These lie out-
side of her competency, having no
effect on the nature of the union itself.
The State on the other hand, where
this civil distinction into two ciaeses of
marriages is recognized, asks the
parties: Does your contract imp!y
equality of the wife with the Lusband,
and descent of his rank and possessions
to the children, or is it provided that
she shall kesp her own rank and
estate, and that the children shall
simply inherit these ? In the one case
the State would enforce, {n the other
it would deny, a suit of the children
for their father's title or goods. With
these stipulations, inquiries and re-
sults the Church has nothing to do.
The marriage concerns her as sacra-
mental : it does not concern her at all
as morganatic or non-morganatic.
There has been a good deal of super
fluous embarrassment resulting to
Cathollcs in such a discussion from the
looseness with which the ill-understood
term ‘ morganatic” is used. Max
Muller as a German living in Eng
land, has lately had to call attention to
this. He reminds the Euglish that in
Germany ‘‘morganatic wife,” or
‘‘loft-handed wife,” does not mean
‘* concubine,” or *‘ mistress.” A mor
ganatic wife is a true and honorable
wife. Her husband can have no other
wife beside her. Divorce is easy in
Germany, and perhaps somewhat
easier in the caee of a morganatic wife
than of another, yet it is only by a for-
mal process that such a marriage can
be dissolved, and where the parties are
Catholics by no process at all, except
that of nature.

Thackeray is in a measure respons
ible for this misapprehensisn, which
had led to some wholly unwarranted
reiiections on ihe Caiholic Church,
although not by any thought of his.
Indeed, none of the parties mentioned
by him were Catholics. In his lecture
on George 1. he makes repeated refer-
ence to his ‘‘ left-handed wives.” Yet
he means simply mistresses, living
with the King, a divorced man, and
at that time a widower, in mere con
cubinage. There was no thought or
talk of left-handed, or morganatic,
marriage, with any one of them. Yet
the great writer, by his misapplication
of ‘‘left handed wife " — in itself a
perfectly reputable term—has helped
the confusion which gives to this a
dishonorable meaning, and then, as
the Catholic Church does not refuse her
benediction to & morganatic marriage,
blunderingly imagines her as in some
way sanctioning the polygamous con-
cubinage of the great. This mon-
strous misapprehension goes so far
that in a recent cyclopedia I find it
stated that Dom Pedro, a former crown
prince of Portugal, having married a
Donna Constantia, and falling in love
with her cousin, Inez de Castro, *‘ con-

tracted a morganatic union " with her,

fied. He insists on knowing how to
live. The essential thing i: the total
view of life, its meanings and its aims
Science cannot rise to that view, relig
ion alone can do so.”

In this arraignment of science Count
Tolstol is correct. And he has struck
a blow at some of the foppery of the
nineteenth century. Science was
never able to teach man the essential
things pertaining to his happiness.
The real true scientist—the level
headed one recognizes this fact. But
owing to the success with which science
has met in its own fields during this
age a pumber of its votaries have be-
come o enamoured of it that they can
see nothing else and appreciate noth-
ing else. It has been these silly lovers
who have held up science as the only
thing lovable and the panacea for all
gvils, Thay have discarded religion

asa worn-out garment, they have
trampled it under their feet and
dragged it in the dust. They have

laughed and scoffed at the men who
yet believed that they saw something
good in religion. They have cried out
to the magses, ‘‘Come to us and we will
give you to drink of the fountain of
life.” Many from the masses have
gone, allured by the material benefits
of this spring, but they are now be-
ginning to find that its waters are in.
sufficlent and that theres are some
things that science cannot do for them.,
But this has never been the position
taken by the true scientist. He real
izes that science can do much to amel
forate the physical condition of man,
and perhaps in this way act indirectly
upon his soul. With this end in view
he pursues it. He does not make a
little god of it, nor does he, with a most
woeful superstition 1 give it powers
and faculties that it does not possess.
He recognizes the necessity of religion
and sees in it the greatest power for
the happiness of man. He will not de-
story it, for he would have nothing to
givein its place.

The place of science, then, is a
secondary one, It is the bhandmaid of
religion, helping and assisting. It
can never aspire to be the saperior or
the equal. When it does it assumes a
falge poeition, one that it cannot main-
tain, and one from which sooner or
later it will be forced in disgrace to
retire.

it 1s in the Nature of Things
that, as age advances with its concomitants
of wear and tear, some parts of the delicate
machinery of the body, upon which health
and vigor depend, should suffer derange-
ment. Feelings of weariness, listlessness,
or despondency are the signals that Nature
throws out to warn, and woe to him who neg-
lects these warnings, for severe are the
penalties she exacts. To quicken into new
vigor the failing energies ; to impart, with
certainty, tone to the nervous system ; to re-
new its one-time force ; these are the special
tendencies of the wondrous tonic and nutrient,
Maltine with Coca \Wine. It gives strength

to the nervous system and is thus a ' nerve
restorer;” it increases nutrition, _an{ 18,
therefore, a ‘'‘body-builder.” Maltine with

Coca Wine, by its power to add to nerve
force and to increase weight, will be found
by the debilitated and weak a veritable ** life
giver.” Maltine with Coca Wine is not a

atent medicine. Its composition may be

nown to you, as it has long been known and
nnlm-ril-as to by the medical profession.

Maltine with Coca Wine gives strength,

WHAT THE LAITY CAN DO.

The Missionary.

Their part is so escential that, what-
ever-any one else may do, the layman
begins and ends the work of conver-
sion. He plants the gocd thought in
his neignbor’s mind : ‘* If that Catho-
lic is 8o honest a man,his religion can-
not be wholly false.” That is what
good example does. ‘‘ The seed is the
word of God,” and the exemplary lay-
man is the living word of the true
faith.

And when a non-Catholic has finally
grown so uneasy that he must see a
priest, it is a Catholic friend who brings
him and introduces him. Frequently
the priest finds that the layman has
partly, even wholly, given the in-
struction necessary for baptism.

Many think that it is hard to start a
Protestant towards Catholicity. As a
matter of fact nothing is easier. Is
anything easier than to eay to a friend,
** With due respect to you and your as
sociates, I must tell you that the Catho-
lic religion is the true religion of
Christ. I know it; I feel it, and I
have gct the books to prove it.” Now,
to a doubtful mind—and what Protest-
ant is not doubtful ?— the very spec-
tacle of abeolute certitude is an argu-
ment. Every reasonable man wants to
be right, and to be totally right, about
religion. The Protestant university
professor longs for the calm rest of the
Catholic ploughman'’s faith,

The mere assertion of Catholic faith,
even if nothing immediately follows,
helps men to the truth. Half the
world is led by the authority of earnest
men simply asserting they are right.
The truth sounds right. Its adherents,
if anyway worthy of it, look right and
talk right, and so are men’s persuaders.
No Catholic layman is without some
non Catholic friends who will listen to
reason, discuss Scripture, study over
religious differences. Now, without
for the moment, attacking error, let a
Catholic choose a favorable time for
talking religion with some particular
friend. I.et him do it in good taste,
and in no hurry for results, and the
Holy Spirit will do the rest.
Convert-making is done by pleasant
exchange of views on religion ; by
quiet explanation of ceremonies ; by
gentle, earnest interest in a friend’s
spiritual condition ; by the loan of a
book ; by tringing men and women to
personal acquaintance with priests
and sisters: all essentially laymen's
work.

There is one part of convert-making
in which we depend almost entirely on
the laity, aad that is the supply of
money to [ay the expenses of mission
aries in the South and the far West, as
well as to cheapen the price of mis
sionary pub i :ations.

Do you want to make converts ?
Subscribe for the Missionary, and get
your fellow-Catholics todo the same
Rich Catholics can give much, and
will do €0. All can give something.
Five hundred dollars makes a Catholic
misslonary priest your proxy for a
whole year. At no very distant day
we shall have very many missionaries
at work, supported by the subscribers
to this journal. Butthat will be be
cause many Catholic men and women
will set to work to obtain names and
dollars for us, : ni1 will begin at once.

The chief intereet in this question
centres about our laity’s spirit. Have
they got the missionary spirit? Do
they want to help make converts ? All
are glad to see conversions; but not all
are ready to lend a hand in making
them. .

RBat, thank God ! we find multitudes
of the laity in every part of the coun
try not only passively zealous—just
glad of some one else’s zeal but act
ively zealous. Try them with a non
Catholic mission, and you will find the
whole Catholic community eager to
help. Some distribute the hand-bills,
some gladly act as ushers, all invite
Protestant friends to attend the lect-
ures, all contribute to pay the expenses.
Try them with this journal ; they sub
scribe at once, and they will work to
get others to snbscribe.

In fact, I do not know whether or
not we priests are quite even with our
laity in this divine work of saving the
lost sheep.

But what about prayer ? Is not that
the laity's part? Most emphatically it
is. Cloistered nuns are heroes of
prayer, but they cannot out-pray the
uncloistered souls of God's beloved
people in the sanctuary of their Chris-
tian households. I.et us organize
prayer among our Catholic people for
the conversion of America.

Asthma Gasps
The wh and strangling of those wio
are victims of Asthma are promptly relieved
by a few doses of Dr. Chase’s Syrup of Lan-
seed and Turpentine.

If your children are well
but not robust, they need
Scott’s Emulsion of Cod-
liver Oil.

We are constantly in re-
ceipt of reports from par-
ents who give their children
the emulsion every fall fora
month or two. Itkeepsthem
well and strong all winter.
It prevents their taking cold.

Your doctor will confirm
this.

The oil combined with
the hypophosphitesisa splen-
did food tonic.

soc. and $1.00, all druggists.

vigor and health, Sold Ly all druggists,

SCOTT®& BOWNE, Chemists, Torente,

Easy ourck work
SNOWY WHITE CLOTHES.

CHILDS PLAY

MARES OF WASH DAY
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SIMPLICITY—
Easily adjusted, and
won't get out of order.

SPEED—
Does the most work
with least effort.
STABILITY—
Wears longest, with
least repairs.

STYLE—
Is an ornament fo
any bome.
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for Coal §
with steel dome, low steel radlater and
three steel flues, (insures quick heat
without danger of cracking), s cense
tructed on the principle of a baseburner
stove, and is as easily regulated as one.
The distance the heat has to travel compels

its utmost radiation, and-consequently insures
great heating power with economy of fael z

Exceptionally heavy fire pot fitted with
elther flat or duplex grate. Large asb pit.
DAMPERS CAN BE REQULATED
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from users.
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attractions.
the fireworks.

LT.-COL. W. M. GARTSHORE,

Prize Lists, Programmes, etc., apply to

President.

OUR SILVER JUBILEE.

Western Fair, Londonb.

SEPTEMBER 8th to 17th, 1898.

8ir Oliver Mowat, Lieut,-Governor of Ontario, will be a visitor.

Entries close 7th September. Space allotted on receipt of entry.

Our attractions will be grand, and exhibits unsurpassed. You can see all thab
q@hen can show, and to better advantage. Royal Dragoons, Prince 0'Kabe'’s Japg,
Sie Hassan Ben Ali's Touatt Arabs and manv other specials, the best in the country.
Fireworks each evening,  Battle of Manila Bay " assisted by all the ring and stage

Special excursion trains leave London at 10 p. m. and after, 8o you can stay ‘@

THOS. A. BROWN,
Secretary:

THE PRIEST THEIR ONLY
FRIEND.

Buffalo Catholic Union and Times.

In the course of a recent speech in
London, in which honest John Morley
defended the Irish people from the
charge of ingratitude to the Liberal
party, he incidentally rebuked Irish
politicians of the John Redmond stamp
who would ostracize the Irish priest
from taking any part in the affairs of
his country. Referring to the Irish
members of Parliament, who supported
the Tory bill which offered some meas-
ure of justice to Catholic parochial
schools, Mr. Morley observed :

Then they (the Irish) vex people because
they do not take the same view about educa
tion that we do. But have they not a right
to take their own view ? 1 will go further.
Woeould they not be rather false to those clergy
who were the triends of the miserable Irish,
who stood between them and their cppress-
ors when they bad no other friends? 1
gshould think npone the better, but somewhat
the worse, of the Irith if they deserted the
claim of their own church,

Yee, the priest was long the only
friend the Irish people had. Through
all the dread years of bloody persecu-

tion he hourly risked his life to be with
them— (o comfort, to guide and to bless.
There is not a sod of Irish soil that has
not been crimsoned by the blood of the
Irish priest, shed in the cause of creed
and country. Anud it is surely a sorry
day when Irish politicians of the Red-
mond stripe, have to be reminded of
Ireland's debt of gratitude to her

priests, by aliens in religion and blood,
like John Morley.

'}{_()pt)‘s Sarsaparilla is the One True Blood
Purifier, Great Nerve Tonic, Stomach Regu-
lator. To thousands its great merit IS
KNOWN,

Nothing looks more ugly than to see &
person whose hands are covered over with
warts, Why have these distigurements on
your person, when a sure remover of all

warts, corns, etc., can be found in Holloway ‘8
Corn Cure ?

Purest and Best for Table and Dairy
No adulteration. Never cakes.
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FIVE - MINUTES' SERMON
Fifteenth Sanday After Penteco

qiE NECESSITY OF PREPARING
DEATH,

“ hold s dead man was carried
Avd'be (Luke7, 12.)

What took place to-day in the c!
Naim with the dead youth,
gooner or later algo happen to ea
us. A day and an hour will
when this frail body will t‘iecny a
us be fulfilled the Creator’s senter
Paradise : ‘' Dust thou art, and
dust shalt thou return " (Gen. 3,
or the shuddering words of Is
+ Thy carcass is fallen down ; 1
thee shall the moth be strewed,
worms shall be thy covering.” |
14,11 ) And when the bell is
for you and the stiffened body is |
in the gloomy vault to be the fc
worms, the prey of corruption,
in the meantime will have becor
your soul? It has already p
through the dreaded portal of ete
has seenthe countenance of the d
Judge, has heard the sentence
irrevocable decision for Heave
hell, eternal salvation or eternal
natioc.

Oh, most sacred, most dreadful
of life ! Oh, hour in which our I
be decided for all eternity !
would not always tremblingly th
this great hour of decision !
would not prepare for it in all ea
pess of soul, that it may not be a
hour ! And yet, how many Chr
are there not, who never think o
hour, nay, who even drive from
minds all remembrance of it, so
so that if they would with equal
estness banish every temptation
they would most assuredly becon
greatest saints ! Are these wise
tians, or are they not rather
Do they value the salvation of
souls above everything, or do th
purposely choose perdition ?

Truly, were we to know by
revelation, when that critical
would strike for us, it would nes
less be inexcusable folly not to p
for it ; ior according to God's
every day of our life should
with merits for Heaven. Still,
case, we might, even in ou
moments, repair by a worth;
{ession that which we neglected.
alas ! death's where and how, th
and circumstances of dying, are
a closed book with seven seals, tl
asunknown to us as the weat
the future. When shall I die
St. Francis de Sales. Will it b
many years, or only a few mont
week or perhaps this very day ?
is known to God alone, I knot
that any moment may be m
And where shall I die? He
abroad 7 At home or on the
In church, or where? God alo
tell me. I know only that in n
am I secure againstdeath. Al
shall I die? Will sickness
accident bring me dissolution
my departure shall I have !
gistance of a priest, or will it
said of me: He died without t
raments 7 Oh, fearful questior
yet | cannot answer it, God alo
solve the mystery.

But if, on the condition of n
at the hour of death, depends t!
or woe of a whole eternity, a
with an ocean of bliss and ha;
provided I die adorned with &
ing grace, a hell with its never
misery and woe, if [ depart an
of the Most High, in the state o
sin—what an i{mportant and
affair must be the preparatic
happy death ! Not without rea
our Lord admonish us on s
occasions in the gospel, and io
on our mind as life’s highest
always to watch and be prepare
without reason does He call
thief, who comes in the nigh!
four when he is least expecte
without reason does He comj
elect to a master of the house,
and night keeps his dwelling
30 that thieves may not take
awares. Not without reason
place before us the warning
of the five foolish virgins, whc
of filling their lamps with ¢
then when the spouse was at b
in consequence thereof, were
from the Heavenly Banquet.

The saints understood this
grace of the merciful Redee
took it deeply to heart, ar
kings among them deposit
crowns, and exchanged the
for a lonely cell in the cloiste:
and princes have left the tum
world, to live in holy solitude
God and Heaven ; gene
sclentists renounced the glory
and have become humble
solely to prepare for a hapy
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