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Tactics—a la Mode

HAT the labor movement is apathetic all re
cognize, and almost all will agree that the van-
guard of the proletariat has been affected
thereby. j"hrrn 18 movenment, however, in the ranks
Wheth
er the activity is merely a back-wash. a change of

b
of the class-conscious in the call to action

position of hut a few, or a simple forecast that the
crest of the apathy has been reached and passed, re

mains to he seen Periodically the movement is so

stirred to activity and the ;1\\‘;;1\"-{5‘!1;' ones 1nvar

1ably conceive of “new methods’’ of propaganda
Ideas Within.

Within the revolutionary movement there is an

1dea that Socialism has nof made the advance that

1t might have don Islame 1s attributed to the tae

tics of one séetion by the other. and is sometimes

very strongly expressed. Remarkable it is consider
1ng that with all the efforts combined. with a'l their
different tacties. the oreat mass are still untonched
except by a few“stray ideas which have become coms

monplace Fhis %s the substantial gain Some
censnre the workine class for its s itbmissiveness, amnd
the lozical implication is that the mass 18 class-con

scious but had reclined t ways of ease Others

think the edueational process too slow and tedious
and if approached upon the subjeet would exclaim
“Why, if we wait until ¢he workine-class is ‘educat
ed,” they will never be emancipated.”” Henece the
coneeption prevails that somehow In some way

the revolution is coming, and when it comes presto!
Capitalism will he alolished. The revolution 18 there
fore sometimes spoken of as thouch it was some
thing existing sciewhere outside of human society,
mmstead of being a strugcle for power between two

diametrically onposed interests
A Struggle for Power.

It is frequently suggested that a revolution ean
oceur without even the workers being “‘ready’’ for
it. Qet them to act in their own immediate inter
ests and then direct the issue into a struggle for
power and control. The word direct and also the
direction means much in the way of elementary
spade work yet to be performed by the Socialist
movement, and this point is sometimes overlooked
The Socialist movement is often condemned for not
having gained the support of the worker. which is
evidently without the full realization of the diffieunl
ties of our task

The Task.

There is no short route to revolutionary changes
in human society Revolutions are born of con
ditions of which the revolutionary movement is but
an expression, and the movement in return is 1m
pelled hy the conditions to the spread of ideas. The
great rank and file of the working class are not yet
class conscious and do not realize the need for
change. They have been trained in capitalistic
ideology, which permeates the whole of the existing
educational institutions. From infancy members of
our class are ‘‘educated’’ in their masters’ inter-
ests, because these institutions reflect the interests
of the class predpminant. The workers therefore
aré, in a measure, anti-Socialists. Our task is to
assist them to understand that the only way out of
the stress and uncertainty of their existence lies in
the aholition of the present method of exploitation.
Deeply- rooted are the traditions of the past in the
‘‘education’’ received. Our task is to help them to
see the need for change, not in reforms which do not
reform, but in the establishment of a new social
order. Conditions combined with an extensive effic-
ient and systematic educational effort will in time
bring about that realization. '

There is not only impatience expressed in the var-.
ious notions, but also the idea that there is a short

route to a revolutionary ehange in modern society
which have undoubtedly been engendered on the

fact of the Russian revolution The faet is that

capitalism and its institutions were not deep-rooted
in Russia, the mass was less learned in the ways of
capitalistic ideology than the workers in more high
ly industrialized countries, and therefore they had

less to “‘unlearn.”” Out of the soil of extreme con

ditions,ideas of change proved fertile

In highly developed ecapitalist countries the
1deol6gy of-capitalism is more strongly entrenched

and acts ag a retard to change. But the unlearning

process 18 going on, due to the conditions, whieh in
cludes the revolutionary movement

If revolutions weré born out df conditions in the
past, then does it not equally apply to the present
age of mechanical and chemical warfare of the air,
sea and lamd, An ““intelligent minority’’ can do no
thing when the mass is not ““with them.’” Our task
therefore is to convince the mass, and when we un
derstand the intensity of struggle in the birth of a

new social order we also realize the task before us
Parties.

If we may be permitted to parodize Marx in his
opening lines in the first volume of ‘‘Capital,”’ we
would say the movement in those societies in which
the capitalist mode of production prevails presents
itself as a vast accumulation of policies, its unit be-
g unit—y. If by the word movement we include
all expressions of radical thought within the labor
movement (calling themselves Socialists) the move-
ment then i1s divided into many factions. Reform
ists and Revolutionary, Parliamenrtarians, Evolu
tionists and Revolutionists, Industrial Actionists and
Political Industrialists and their variations, and now
there has bloomed into being another faction name-
lv Reformist-Revolutionists in the form of the
Workers Party. The Workers Party of Canada is
expressly out to ‘“‘take part in the struggles of the
workers,”” to ‘‘lead’” them in all activities. We
are not told in what way, however, the advocacy of
a closed shop, contending against wage reductions,
ete., ete., 18 going to lead the workers to Commun-
ism. Let’s be ‘“‘liberal’”” minded and allow that its
party’s speakers will dwell more upon Socialism or
Communism than upon any immediate demand.
Great as this concession is. how to teach revolution-
ary Soecialism without sometimes creating an‘ago
ism 1S & problem that even tne W. P. of C. cannot
solve., In effect, the varions reform parties’ plat-
forms differ only in form of statement, with their
advocacy of a living wage, collective bargainings,
ete. This is the evolutionary method of reforming
capitalism to finally bring about Socialism. The
Workers’ Party of Canada, however, disclaims re-
forms and merely uses them as the ““means of strug-
gle.”” We are apt to ask a pertinent question, i.e.,
when 1s a reform not a reform. Ig it when it is advo-
cated with revolutionary intentions and by the W. P
of C? Respecting the point of leadership, the revol-
utionary movement knows that the outstanding fea-
ture of it is its reactionary tendencies to retain both
office and popularity. It not only is the embodiment
of the great man idea in a ‘‘great party’’ but it sug-
gests that it can ““lead’’ the workers to Communism
in spite of the antipathy prevailing.

In examining the ‘“tactics’’ of the various parties
within the revolutionary movement, one can draw
some very general conclusions. Obviously the move-
ment has been and is much concerned in the ques-
tion of how the workers are going to gain their
emancipation. Is it by the industrial, political or
mass route, the futility or the efficiency of political
and industrial action, the power of the industrial
arm to enforee political gains, the different interpre-
tations to the terms political and mass action, ete.
ete? These questions have all been important sub-
Jject matter for discussion, and are undoubtedly in.

teresting, but the most vital problem to be faced by
the movement {s in devising the most efficient mes ns
of making inroads into the minds of the workers.

(2). Each conclusion forms part of the educational
teaching of each party

(3). Being composed of workers, all disseminate
ideas in much the same way. i.e., among their fel-
lows on the job, in local or mass meet
distribution of literature

ngs, and in the

(4.) Each are subjected and limited to the same
eoonomic conditions. We are all a part of that
mass by economiec ne ‘essity, and therefore are in its
struggles. One can expeect an association of revol
utionary intellectuals who are hourgeois in social
standing to ‘‘resolve’’ to take part in the struggles of
the workers, but for us of the revolutionary section
We are of the
MAass. o

The Means

of the proletariat, we can not escape

While there are some essential differences in the
““tactics’’ of the various parties, still. much controy
ersy is philological in character, to which vague no
nons of ‘“short rountes’ to emancipation consider
ably adds to the complexity Apart from the ‘‘new
methods,”” which, upon analysis, are found to be very
old, but clothed in different phraseology, the most
important problem for the movement is how to in-
crease our activities. We need more leaflets, pam-
phlets, papers, magazines, periodicals and many
printing plants. The movement requires more gpeak
ers, writers and teachers, debaters and propagand
18ts, and the more efficient means of producing them
in the form of classes and some Marxian colleges.
Obviously the business of a Socialist organization is
the making of Socialists and arousing class-eon-
sciousness in the workers. Comrades and fellow-
workers—imwilling members of a struggling slave
clags—-the means consists of organizing our eduea-
tional activities and in increasing them, of intensi-
fying the avermes ot propacanda. But there are our
financial. Wmitations to consider and the apathy,
vague notions, controversy and word splitting—and
the need for clarity

A. J. BEENY.
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HERE AND NOW.

Our programme of immediate demands, here and
now, 18 a programme ot action for ‘*Clarion’’ suops.
If it resolves itself into'mass action so much the
better. ’

We've abandoned the bright idea of pointing to
ourselves with pride as very useful people—Kirk has
undertaken to catalogue our virtues and our Job 18
to say amen to his prayers

The ““Clarion,”’ let it be noted, is unable to per-
suade any printer to give it credit. and its funds
cannot be said to be low—it just simply hasnt got
any. If we are to survive we must have more subs.
If we dont’ get them we’ll
monthly.

What'’s the answer?

Following. $1 each: M. Nelson, G. White, J. Mae-
Kenzie, J. Woods, J. Allan. J Pollock, F. H. Leav-
ers, C. McNab, A. W. Love, O. Romstad. Wm. Pasch,

E. P. Solomon, $2; W. Hoare, $6:- H W Speed, $3;
Jim Cartwright, $3; Wm. Erwin. $7: Wm. Seyer, $2;
Alex. Shepherd, $2; Martin Ophus, $2; A. S. Wells,
$3: J. Bone, $1.

Above, Clarion subsecriptions received from 10th
to 23rd February, inclusive—total, $44.
00— .

CLARION MAINTENANCE FUND

go under and become a

J. Meldrum, $2* J. Woods, 50 cents ; Local Ottawa,
(per P. T. Leckie), $3; Mary Ertz Will, $2+ “B.L.J."’
$2. ;

Above, Clarion Maintenance Fund donations re-
ceived from 10th to 23rd February, inclusive—total,




