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Public schools by ^ , Sert. 13tti Sunday morning she does not see the sermo
•ssue of, ^ r,xo Vinrih3 ress is lab on ar+in writtcn in eveT blade of grass under her feet, she does placed fifty per cent, highe

■rhaps a - should be a bonus siihieJ1 not reco3n*ze the beautiful wild flowers of woodland to be a third higher this year than it was two years
work, and I think it should be a bonus subject, and meadow which should add such a charm to farm ago. Interest and use of machinery were lei

So far so good, but when I read the last paragraph life. She does not hear the sweet singing of the birds; Thus we fouit that figuring on the same vield for the
B censuring the study of the things around us, nature there is no music for her in the gurgling and liquid notes two years a bus' l l would

study, in schools I immediately took up my pen to reply, of the Bobolink or in the mimicking carols of the Brown this year as compared with 36% cents in 191
I “Such a waste of time, says the Farmers Wife. I Thrasher. figured out at 6% cents more per bushel. Tb

wonder how many of the common plants she knows by I could go on, but ,this, I think, is enough. Yes, price of these grains is considerably higher than if
name. VVhen she sees a tad weed does she know how let us continue to have nature study in our public schools, two years ago and more than offsets the increased
to eradicate it? No, she does not, nor does she want It appeals only to a few back numbers as a “waste of of production. No one can afford t" 1 1 b.iy .it fight 
her sons and daughters to know. She does not see any time,” but it is to be hoped that all will soon come to or nine dollars per ton and secui. rent, wages, interest-»
need of knowing.the insects by name, whether they do see the great pleasure it adds to farm life especially, and etc., if it costs that much to produce it I en dollars .»
good by destroying other insects or whether they are the great advantage of knowing the weeds, whether ton may look like a fair price to t l ose who never stopped 
harmful to farm crops, and how to destroy them. bad or not. and how to kèep them in check or eradicate to figure up the cost of a ton when pi teed in the barn.

“They are expected to go to the bush and hunt them. The cost of horse labor was arrix i .it U keeping an
for some simple flower,” she says. It is easily seen Elgin Co., Qnt. Subscriber’s Son. account Of feed, bedding, drug n me t buildings,

interest on money invested and blacksmith bill- of nit 
horses used for the entire year, and dividing- it b> the 
number of hours worked. On this basis horse labor 
cost 10% cents per hour. It will cost around that figure 
on the average farm if every item of expense is co n

A commercial business that has a poor system ot keep- as compared with his commercial brother when it comes It will be higher if there are many idle days,
ing books, or that has careless accountants, sooner or to regulating yearly profits. Legislation discriminates in J* *? n°thmg more than gooa bustto km.w thv
later finds its business or credit waning, but, with little favor of the manufacturer. It always has. The tiller cost pnee « eveiy article produced on the farm, d is
pretence at bookkeeping or cost accounting farmers of the soil, representing the most essential class of peo- one of making the farm an efficient factory. It
have kept their heads above water for centuries. Oc- pie to the country, is made the goat. He receives can be done by keeping track of t i a-.um -I”" 11 oc
casionally one goes bankrupt, many find difficulty in promises, advice, etc., but little financial or legislative mg. ctiltivating,. seeding, < ve mg and tiues u. g eat i
reducing the mortgage, while a few are fortunate enough assistance from the powers that be. He must work field, and charging tin tn it sc nuch m tour. Ren.
to make a financial success of agriculture. It is generally out his own destiny as best he can. oftentimes under » rand, seed, twin« ind use o uiachint ,;ne
admitted that while a living can be extracted from most adverse conditions. t0 ** added in order to arrive at the total . he
farms, there is no big money in the business. In fact, While cost accounting on the farm may not influence ?roP on a certain field. If the gram is not 
it is not a difficult task to figure that the average farmer or regulate the price of farm products, it will indicate J* co”?es *r^n? “If machnm, the number of bushels tSfl
and his family are working for a mere pittance if in- the crop, class of stock or branch of farming which pays be estimated in the bin. he fc i- - 1 ' » ’ ~ ’ '‘ l'!r'
terest on investment, depreciation, etc., are allowed best. True, some crops which entail a lot of work and °r tons of com in a silo can also be esti u
on the same basis as in a commercial enterprise. Certain do not always prove remunerative in themselves must nothing very complu d - accoun.i g a 4
crops are grown and harvested year after year and fed be grown to aid in making % balanced ration when >t cwta«Üy. shows the profite........ y • ■* •'l1""'""
to certain classés of live stock, but little attempt is made feeding the 'more profitable crops. There is too much °f. t*?e J**® weak points can u " " 1,1
to ascertain if it pays to grow a particular crop on a cer- custom and not enough initiative or studying of the ehmmated fromthe open. i , andUon-i l.mg ■> more
tain field, or whether or not every member of the herd business. Why grow a certain acreage of oats year y*{u® substituted. 4 i u 1 u ’' 11
and flock is paying for its keep. The status of the bank after year if the soil is unsuited and it costs as much to , i . • n'.
account at the end of the year is the gauge which grow a bushel as it can be bought for, when that name and follow it up next spring by ma Sang i t
measures the success or failure of the bulinels and a roil might grow a paying crop of wheat, corn, hay. or £ seeding operations Conmder the ^
fairly accurate gauge it is. However, it does not show pasture, or vice versa T In this age of keen competition in ft!
all. The farm, stocky implements, etc., may have a it is essential to success that a close study be made of at 1®ast, inJcfP8Vn^ m ■
higher or a lower value at tne end of this year than they the business so that the least profitable phases may be Fff af u T a f ,
hall last year, owing to various circumstances; the bant eliminated, leaving more time to be devoted to the J* ^ ̂ nt0w^ M planning of
book doesn’t show this increase or decrease in actual other branches. To do this it is necessary to have some tne rotation ana ot WO K i general,
wealth. Some years the real balance would be satis- idea of what it costs to grow the various crops, or feed
factory, while other years it would create a disturbing the various individuals in the herd or flock. In regard
sensation in the minds of most financiers. Undoubtedly, to crops—rent of land, seed, man and horse labor, ma- (Jure SOïïHi Corn,
fanning is the most difficult business to keep books on chinery, time, etc., must be considered; with stock— p p
as so many features over which the manager has little cost of feed, labor, interest on investment, use of build- .editor I he h armer s advocate :
.control influence the returns. Again, the farmer is ings, etc., are items to be taken into account. To I will outline conditions as I see them at present, 
not entrusted with setting his own price. It is set for secure authentic figures necessitates keeping records of and also some things emphasized by this yeat s corn 
him with every product he has to sell, irrespective of work done with each crop and of feeding operations, crop.
what it costs to produce, and yet he is compelled to Few bother with figures and judge the profitableness The weather conditions of last epi early
purchase his supplies on a controlled market. Manufac- of a crop by the appearance, regardless of the amount of summer were none too favorabi I ins summer
turers, using the same class of machinery and raw ma- labor entailed in securing it. However, we believe that has not only b b rmmr-iatures
terial, have approximately the same cost for putting à ■ there would be a marked change in the operations on recorded,below the average in coolness-—in fact,the COQiéeÊ 
finished article on the market, therefore, can readily set a many farms if the owners followed a system of cost ac- in 18 years. Hence Ontario, being aim 
price which returns a profit. Not so with a /lumber of counting. ern limit of the corn maturing zone of Amwtflj|i ~
farmers growing or manufacturing a certain crof> or The actual cost of producing ordinary farm crops a crop of co t thi « u ali I It ere
animal. One farm produces a better crop of wheat, is figured out on very few farms, but to give an idea of will tie. omparativ '"«•'
oats, corn, etc., than the adjoining farm, and by reason the expenses under certain conditions we publish here- value, i Ontario, apart fi mi , , i -i-i-d, wlm-h
of this at a smaller expense per bushel. If the selling with a table showing the cost of producing several crops will reach the market ordinary
price were set to give a reasonable profit over what it at the Ontario Agricultural College, in 1915, and an amount in general M •< ila vf; 1
cost the farmer on the low-yielding farm to grow the additional column of figures gives an estimate of the small per cent mature, and many will not have 6By 
crop, it would give a big advantage to those located, on cost per bushel or ton in 1917. mature corn.
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to crop production, but showers may be local. One formed, etc. It is rather significant that the hay crm» Th,?,“ "rfn “in. that mature well, here are the
locality may be favored with showers once a week dur- were grown at from thirty to fifty per cent, cheaper than i®”*? „i„t Maturity and adaotabi
*ng the growing period, while a mile distant not a drop they could be purchased at that time, and oats cost from y . M|^int ron^for nfrrl^br ~1------
of rain falls for weeks at a stretch. One or two farms seventy-five to eighty-five per cent, of what they could I ... have the usual **-’—
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