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They arc the most inert and conservative of peoples. 
Rot there are signs of change. ( >ne of these, may 
scent trivial, but it is deeply significant. There is a 
movement in China amongst the upper classes to 
abandon the very ancient custom of compressing 

female feet into deformity, a custom so old as to have 
acquired almost a religious sanction, 
against this custom has in it the elements of social 
revolution. I he question ton of reforming the Chi­
nese language, which, at present, presents one of the 
most formidable obstacles to a higher civilization, is 
being discussed hv Chinese statesmen. The terrible 
superstition which has caused armed revolts against 
the country being even 
is being broken down by the evils they feared to re 
stilt from such work being proved to be imaginary. 
If the movement extends for allowing female feet to 
grow naturally, there will be an enormous demand 
for boots and shoes for Chinese women and girls, 
after the sty les of Europe and this continent. This 
will create a large trade in which Canada doubtless 
will share Such a movement will develop others, 
ami as civilization and freer internal intercourse add 
to the earning and spending powers of the Chinese 
•here will be a gradual adoption of such habits as 
will create a general demand for the thousand and 
one articles in common use in Europe which 
known to the Chinese.

From the above it appears ihat Great I Main toj 
her colonies in 1895 did two-thirds of die f, 
trade of China. The total tonnage inwards and 
wards from Chinese ports last year wa. 
tons of which <15 per cent, was llritish; China Wti 
per cent.; Germany 5 per cent.; Japan j per cm,’ 
Swedan and Norway i per cent.; and tin balance 
.1 per cent, was divided between France, the Vmtr 
States, and all other countries. Judging by the ev 
|S,ing conditions there seems every rea-on to 
cipate enormous advantages accruing to the British 
Empire from those developments in China, which ar- 
being expected in the future. It is reasonable to u 
ttc.pate that, as the demand for foreign goods,level,,,, 
m China, the manufacturers of Canada will do , 
largely increased trade with that colossal Empire

The revolt

surveyed for railw ay purposes,

ANOTHER INTERESTING CASE FOR L1F8 
ASSURANCE COMPANIES.

Life insurance circles in England are much inter­
ested in a startling crime alleged to have been cum 
milted in Tangier, the diplomatic capital of M »r.<c, 
Owen McDonnell Callan is charged with attempting 
to murder Hubert llirkin who is the heir to a fortune 
of half a million pounds sterling upon the death of li s 
grandfather Mr. William Clift Maxton. t inc thing 
that makes the case of special interest to life inter- 

men is the fact that Mr llirkin a few months ag, 
obtained policies from about fifteen of tlu principal 
hfc insurance companies doing business jn Londm,
•‘KB regaling somewhere in the nvigltliourli....I of*.
xml y-live thousand pounds. The poli, 
ditional upon Mr. llirkin dying before hi- grandfather 
and upon his living in the meanwhile north of paral- 
h'l .15 North Latitude. The grandfather is eight, 
seven years old and Mr. llirkin is now m Tangier 
which is situated in Latitude 35' 47' u- \

Callan is a gentleman who is well ratlur than lav 
oirruhly known in London society. His father wit 
at one time a member of Parliament.

arc tm-
As foreign trade extends, 

foreign customs will more and more come into fash­
ion. and foreign influences will increase as the rigi I 
Mv of ancient habits gives way, and the people 
brought into closer contact with foreign travellers. 
Let the printing pre-s once get into active work in 
( hina where it was known long before it was in 
Europe, hut never popularized- and its effects will 
he as great as they have been in all civilized nations 

The follow ing information as to the foreign trade of 
I hina is from official

ance

are

I, - arc con-

in 1801 the itiqwirls 
were $05.,Mo.,»») and exports, $70,700.000. a total 
foreign trade of $165,000,<rx>.
'ear for which details

sources.

In 18.>5, the latest 
to band, the importarc ( allait the- were

'•’«mo. and the exports. $100.310.000. a total 
"f 110.000
11 .V) n younger cattle prominently before the public 

years ago in connection with what wa- called the 
Mogtis Haliy t ase. lie conspired with 
blackmail a gentleman by pretending that the fatter 

the father of a baby which it

some
The American consular reports f,,r 

i8,)7 give the total foreign trade of t hina as $.>71.- 
,►«1.001. which shows the increase from 18,11 to 18,(7 
to have $105.100,000, or 63 1, per rent. In 
tin- connection it will he interesting to observe w h it 
c;"mines chared in this enlarged foreign trade of
1 .”*• “lllvl' “ Mmwn in the following table of
pansons :__

a uuman t»

was was proven never
had any existence. Roth conspirators served 
"f imprisonment for this offence. About two months 
ago llirkin arrived .it Tangier with Callan for hn 
travelling companion.

term.

Com-

At midnight on May I» 
Ihrkin states that Callan attempted to throw him not 
of the Window of their hotel, llirkin broke away, he 
►ays. and ran down stairs but was pursued In Callan 
who tired a revolver at bint the bullet pa-sing through 
b-.th his cheeks and then heat him on the head with 
a life preserver, llirkin was seriously but it is hoped 
't"t fatally hurt, and ( allait was arrested and I rought 
before the llritish Consular Court. The prisoner ak 
I' ges that llirkin is insane and that he tri, 1 to thmr 
himself out of the window; that when Callan tried to
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