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The Quiet Hour. s

Jesus Forgives Sins.
S. S LessoN.—Mark 2: 1-12, Feb, 14, 1904,

GoLpeEN Text—The Son of mun hath power
on eirth to forgive sins,—Mark 2 : 10,

BY RRV. C. MACKINNON, B.D., SYDNEY, N8,

It was moised that he was in the house, v,
1. The first step toward 1he paralyiic's cure
was taken by unknown persons, who simp'y
informed the public that Jesus hid come,
What a simple service | Vet if hey had
not rendered it, the paralytic's friends had
not known of the presence of the healer.
One may not be able to preach or to pray in
public, or to teach in the Sabbath scho i
but everybody can point to the house of God
and say, ¢

One sick of the palsy, v, 3. Unable to
walk. to move, to spe.k, he lay there a dead
weight of helpless humani y, a pitiful type of
the soul paralyzed by sin. ~ “Would ycu like
to know the love of the Saviour, to feel the
forgiveness, to have the hope f glory "
"0 yes." “Then why do you net belicve
and accept of His salvation 2" “I do not
know why ; but I seem not to be able to do
it ‘How to perform that which is good, 1
find not* " Alas ! how many are thus he'p-
less! Let us pray that God’s Spirit may
breathe wpon them.,

Bome of four, v. 3. Some men need the
assistance of more than ane to bring them to
Christ.  What a call fir bands of willing
workers ! You are anxious for some young
lad. The minister’s sermons do not touch
him. The Sabbath school teacher ean do
little more than keep him in his class, His
mother's voice has restrained him somewhat;
but he is not yet won. Ysu are his com.
panion.  Have you spoken the needful
word? Come, take a hold. “Bone of
four,” he may reach the Saivicur, And what
a joy to kave helped one to Him !

‘They uncovered the r of, v. 4. Deter.
mination knows no barrier to its purpose,
They cannot g=t in through the d or; they
will get in through the roof. We must not
be b:fM-d in our Christian work, if we are
contronted by an ebstacle at the outset; we
must seek some way to circumvent it
Neither let us reject some modern devices
simply because they may seem strange and
unnatural to us. The roof wasa singular
entrance to a house, hut it served the pur-
pose.  Where the old fashioned tract has
failed, cards with signa's on them, or other
devices, have suceceded in arr sting the
mind D) not be glu d 1o just one method,
The Waldensian teachers went ahout ke
peddlers sel ing rings and trinkets, but when
asked, “Have vou no more precious aricles
than these” rephied, “O yes, we have one
inestimable jewel” On promise of protec-
tion from ecclesiastical auth wities, they pro-
duced it—the Word of God., Let Pau's
aim be ours, “that I might by all means save
some,” 1 Cor. 9 : 22,

When Jesus saw their faith, v, §. The
hand of fath never knocks at the door of
heaven in vain, even if it bhe only faith on
behalf of another. The wise answer of the
bishup to the mother of Avgustine, then a
wild and wayward young wan, but afterwards
himself a bishop, when she entreated him on
behalf of her son, was wonderfu ly realized ;
“Go thy way and God be with you ; it is not
possible that the son of these tears should
perish.”

Certain of the scribes, v. 6.

They hang
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about all churches, to cast the wet bl k t
of their cold criticism on COPTY LEW I we.
ment.  They have ever some fiu't 1o fi

some troublesome question to ask, some

suspicion to i, Shut up in their fee) o
of selfsufficicney and celf righte usness, they
nevertheless do nothing thewselv o, Th i
80p tific, arm-chair religion will get a rude
awakening when the Lord comes Jesns
reads them like a clock and knows the hid.
den springs and wheels that move the hanls
over the smooth white face

Who can forgive sins? v 3. This is »
vastly more important question than, Who
can give health or wealih?  For the stror gest
body will soon moulder in the grave, ard
wealth cannot go with us cut of this world,
But the forgiveness of sins makes us heirs of
heaven, It is the key that
treasures of divine grace,

Arise, v. 11, Christ en'ers into re pess
liminary explanation of what He inierds 10
do, er how He is goingto doit,  He com-
mands and faith responds, and in responding
receives the requisite strength. The tasks
that confront the church of to-day are as
formidable as that hef re (b paralytic when
Christ said, “Arise”  Let us hive the faith
to obey, and we shall find < urselves

pUis up L

“Strong in the strength which God s pplies
Through His eternal Son.*

We are never to micasure ur ohedience to
Christ by our atulity. e bids us do iy os
sible things, But in facing 1he duty He
gives us, the difficulties vanish before ua
Let us first ask concernir g ary tatk, ‘W iy
Christ have me do This 2" And if [le
would, we can do it,
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Christ in the Daily Life,
Bistor Puitries Brooks,

There is in the world to-day the eamge
st who was in the world eightcen hund.
and more years ago, and wen nay g
Him and reccive His e and the in pirati
of His presence and the guiding f 1
wisdom just exactly us they did then, T
is the Christian Iife, the thir we mak
vague and mysterious and d flicult This
the Christian life, the following of Jew;
Christ, ‘ ’

Who is the Christian 2 Everywhere the
man who, as far as he compr hovd |
Chnist, 80 far as he can get ary know -
of i, is His servant, the win who o kes
Chr st the teacher - f hisy nee and
gu de of his <oul, the man who b ye ¢
so far as be has hoen ob'e to
Him  There is no cther b
following of [ sus Chist, S far as Ly
deeply consecrted 1o Him and war 1 2
wflacnce that it fecls 1] has to give, 0w
Chnist, enters into His ob dience d His
cempany and receives H s blesings, Just
far He is able 1o hestow i,

I cannot symrathize with any feeling that
cesires to make the ne of Chustian a
narrower name. 1 would spread it just as
wide as it can possibly be made 1o spread, 1
would know any man as a () nstian, rejo e
to know any man asa Cl sistian, whom ]
would recognize as a Chrstian, and Josu
J » L am sure, in those old days  ree
ized His follow *ven if they came aficr
Him with the blindest sizht, with the most
imperfect recognition and acknowledgment
of what He was and what I cuuid do,

But we ssk owselves, is it possible that [
should get from Him a guidance of my daily
life here 2 Can Jesus real'y be my teacher,
my guide, in the actual duties and per-
plexites of my daily hife and lead we into

the larger land in which T krnow He lives ?
Ah! the man krows wery little about the
ev rasting identity of human nature, little of
bow the 1 changeless ages 18

the sam-, who asks that ; very linle, also, of
how in every largest truth there are all par-
ticulars and details of human life involved ;
litle of how everything that a man is to-day,
at every moment, rests upon some eternal

foundation and may be within the power »f
some evirlasting law

I'he soul that takes in Tesus® word, the
soul that through the words of Jesus enters

into the very person of Jecus, the soul that
krows Hin asiig duily precence and its daily
law it never hesitates,  There is ne single
act of y ur life, there is no single dilemma in

which you find y urself pliced, in which the
answer is not in Jeeus Christ. He comes
ety your life and mire, into our homes and
o hiops, into one  flices and on our streets,
and thore wakes known in the actual circum

stavees of onr daily life what we ought to do
and what we ought not 1o do—that 1s the
wonder of His revelation ; that is what pre
claims Him to bz the Son cf God and the
Son of man,
cnmsimiisillie o~
The Church Should keep Close to the
Book
BY REV I H. M'GANN
The Christian religion must not diverge
from the Christian's hook. This would
savor of heathendom.  India would be less
heaikerich did the religion of the Hindus
have any relation to the religion of the
Vedas.  The precept is forgotten and the
hife is « led, It the Christian’s Bible

"

comm ands missionary eff nt, that should be
sulhicient argament for all ¢ tendom,
the Bible teaches us that God has his

eternal puryoses, () f theee is the cone

verson of the whole world to himselt,  John
iii. 17:% For God sent not his Son into the
wodd to eondemn the wiorld, but that the
worlid theoush him might be saved.” The
fu filment of this purpese is declared in
R v nexio1g: " And there were great
LI n heaven saying : The kingdoms ot
this werld are hecome the kingdoms of our
Lord and of his Christ®  Would that it had
already come to pass!

Forthe eonversion of the world God chose
te ju in alli nee with the world :
with his be'ievers.  As far back as Tsaiah
we God® nd challenge 10
the ( h ye the wav of the
Lordjard then, hehold the Lord God will

« with a strong hand and his arm  shall
1 d and challenge
is vol R adds: “lo, 1
am with you alway” Wih 1his partnership
the Church

voand blesed 1s the
th things and

beliower ¢ w

d

them "

When ver the Chureh has kept close 10
the haok, God has proved himeelt faithful,
The Bible commands missionary efflort, and
th himent of our denominational lite
demands that we add to our faith mise 1onary
zeal, until we can say, in the words of Jesus:
“We have finished 1 wk thou gavist us
to do”  Can we say this without doing all
we can and know 10 suve the whole world ?
Let us Bl the m SNty treasury  overs
flowingly tall, and offr enonch lab rers for
the fieldd to prepare the way for the Lord
God, Let us keep close to the Book.—
Lutheran Ouservers




