
the 5th sec. of 7 William IV. cap. 4 declaring that it shall not
be necessary for any Court of Quarter Sessions to deliver
the gaol of all prisoners who may be confined upon charges
of simple larceny, but the Court may leave anv such cases
to be tried at the next Court of Oyer and Terminer if by
reason of the difficulty or importance of the case, or for any
other cause it appears to them proper to do so.

In the Dominion Statutes passed in 18G9, 32 & 33 Vict.
there are several important enactments affecting the juris-
diction of the Sessions.

They are 32 & 33 Vict. cap. 29, sec. 12, by which it is
enacted that no Court of Gcr.eral or Quarter Sessions or
Recorder's Court, nor any Court but a Superior Court
havnig criminal jurisdiction, shall have power to try any
treason or any felony punishable with death or any libel.

This is, except as to the prohibition against libel, a re-
ouactraent of 24 Vict. cap. 14 in substance.

Mr. Taschereau in his book on the Criminal Acts has
given a list of the offences in respect of which the Sessions
have not jurisdiction, in which he has included administer-
ing poison or wounding with iutent to murder, and carnally
kuownig a girl under ten years of age. In both cases the
death penalty has been abolished since the puljlication of
his book, and I presume the offences are now within the
jurisdiction of the Court.

Then 32 & 33 Vict. cap. 20 sec. 48 by which it is enacted
that neither the justice of the peace, acting in and for any
district, county, division, city or place, nor any judge of the
sessions of the peace, nor the recorder of any city shall at
any session of the peace try any person for any offence
under the 27th, 28th and 29th sections of that Act, that is
for causing injuries by the explosion of gunpowder or other
explosive substance or any corrosive fluid to persons or
buildings, ships or vessels, and 32 & 33 Vict. cap. 21. sec.
92 by which it is enacted that no misdemeanour against
any of the sixteen last preceding sections of that Act" shall
be prosecuted or had at any Court of General Quarter Ses-
sions of the Peace; these sixteen sections all relate to
frauds by agents, bankers or factors.
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