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CHAPTER III.

SIB JOHN COLBOllNE AT YOUK.— LFAilHLATION.—NEW PAHI.IAMENT

llUILDimiH.— OHGOOOE HALI,. — Ul'I'EK CANADA t;OLLE(;E.

—

PKI('E8.-^GAME ANU WILD I'UiEONH.

IR JOHN COLBORNE wa» another inilitrfry Lieutenant-Go-

1^ veinor of Upper Canada ; not uninvested with historical asso-

fr -jC—zs c'^^'ions; reproachless in character; nay, given to high and

(^^mir® chivalrous aims, in every post to which duty had called him

;

(c^ tall, picturesque and soldierly in form ; a general ofWoer, who, like

^'t^ Sir Peregiine Maitland, had held an important command at Water-

loo, and previously been distinguished in the Peninsula, In Oleig's " Lives

of Eminent British Military Commanders," his name frequently occurs in

connection with that of Sir John Moore.'at whose death he was present

;

ftnd in Sir William Napier's " History of the War in the Peninsula," the

encomium is passed upon him of being "a man of singular talent for war."

He bore about with him conspicuous evidence of being one who had

known the shock of battle. A mutilated shoulder, and a right arm par-

tially disabled, were signs anil seals of heroism, impressed on his person

at the storming of Ciudad Rodrigo.

Sir John Colboroe promised to be an excellent transition Governor for

Upper Canada ; being more genial and frank in manner than his prede-

cessor ; less disposed to yield himself up implicitly to the traditional local

advisers ; and more inclined to recognize popular rights, and respect the

freedom of the press. To have thrust upon Jiim their grievances so

pointedly as they did, at the very moment of his arrival at York, was im-

politic on the part of theneforming party. It was not to be expected that

the new Governor would instantly make sweeping changes, or that he

would at once, by his acts, pronounce a condemnation on the conduct of

the ruler whom he had'^ust Buccefded. The impatience of the party'

forced him to take up a position which at first he was not at all disposed

to assume. Here is a passage from an address of welcome presented to

Sir John Colbome by " His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects the inhab-

itants of York and its vicinity," but not signed, nevertheless, we may be

sure, by a goodly number of those inhabitants :
" We cannot conceal from

your Excellency, without a sacrifice of candour, that there are many veiy
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