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wiis not ul)-irv<'(| in the locality in (pii'stion from Sfptcinlicr to M:i\ im lu-ivc

Till' Hl'owtli of /y/(/»i(7((Hf (7(1 /((//i«/').«'l from tlic liail|ilill- to tin' liialllli' mail' or

female i^ sulljeicntly rapid (almiit a month) to allow tin' specie-, to i|i'po<it iho
fertili/eil I'UKs before the complete (IryillU Up of the pollil in wlliill it i- t'oMllil,

anil loiiK liefore its freezinn up later in the fall.

While the shallow pond-i at Mernaril harlioiir are ver>' similar to the other^'

occurrinti all aloim the arctic coa-l the •mall. Iirackish poiiil on the suuth siile

of the outlet of the lar^e creek just we-t of ill'' station |)rcsents -oine piculi.'ir

iinil interotinn feature^. The poinl is situjiteil n.'i uravel ami sand tlat- at only

a few feet elevation ami surrounded hy Vene'iliiCl composed almo-t exclusively

of a minute <'<iii x {('. futh^^iiiithdnin. U'lcn ih • •now i- meltinc rapidiv it receives

some additioi\al freshwater from the slop,'- hehinil. and. the overtlow has
excavated a fairl.\' deep and wide chiimel liet ween I he p md Mid the lieach marliy.

During the suninier and until the snow falls the outline of the pond is however
well delined ( Plate Hi. The pond con,^i~t> of ,i deeper i up to one f.ithomi

hole in the in. Idle. Iiottomed with a thick layer of Mack, slinking mud. and very

shallow I a few inches deepi marijinal water. exti'nsi\i' in the early summer. Kut

rai)idly diyinn uji under the intliience of the sun later. It contains a rich

iinimal life, coiniiosed of llntomostraca (liniiirhnii rln piilitilosii. Dnjthiini jiubx

and ci)|)i'poilsi. aipiatic insects, etc., more or less re-tricted to the masses of

Kreen tilameiitous .'tlfjae found in the water. The hottom of the marginal w::ter

area of the pond is covered with linht hrown detritus mud.'

It lias been mentioned above, that the brackish nature of the water in this pond
had lit tie influence upon its content of invertebrates; this is further emphasized by
my finding the same Ilntomostraca.etc, (except Dnithiiia ptihx). in a much -mailer,

shallow, brackish pool near the coast a little further west and eorth in the middle
of .Inly. 1!H(». The saline nature of the water in this latter pool was
shinvii by its taste and the presence of certain marine al^ae (Fain, rivaceae),

besides the common Kfcen tilameiitous alsae. tyiiical of freshwater. In this case

the distance from the beach was so insignificant, and the pool so small and
shallow, that its formation is to be attributed to a sliyiht. and fairly recent,

raisinK of the sea shore.

The three larger lakes situated west .'iiid south of our winter ((uarters at

Bernard harbour have alread.v been referred to. The two most westerly ones of

these are the bijiKest. though only their east ends are shown on the detail map.
The most northerly is situated about '.i't feet Jibove sea level some distance

inland, and has an outlet to the sea through the larRe creek already mentioned.
Another creek flows into the south side of the lake, carrying: the overflow from
the lakes and ponds situated inl.'ind there, and probably also from the west end
of the lar^e lake described just below. The iaiKe lake in ipiotioii may be
considered merely a wideninn of the creek coniiiiR into and out from it, and is

almost entirely surroiimled by swampy tundra, thus resting in an extensive

valle.v, bounded hi're and there by low ridKi's. In the bejiiuniu}; of < )ctober. I'Jl"),

I took a number of soundings from the !t-l(l incho thick fall ice across the

middle of the lake, from the bin I'oulder near its sduth shore to a n''iissy point

opposite, on the north shore. The result is K'veii in the followin<j table

(maximum depth in italics i:

—

!

1"! V-V, inches w.iter

(2) 20^ "

18) 24" "

(I) 21
(.")) 20
(()) IS

(7) 1!)

'See Pari A. V.,1, IV of th,.:,e ri>i>.>ru.

Hottom brown


