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conceivable that such regimes may ultimately turn
their military and plutomc energles outward ‘What then of

1is akes us to the second level of our analysis: the
‘which national conflicts can be transferred to the
al‘arena. As two world-wars ‘have: dramatrcally
here is a tendency for economic crises and

1 gh.the flexing of international muscles.’ Nothing re-
ls more: starkly the contradrctlon between the abstract

atnst external foes, internal domestic problems can
be _'bscured and forgotten Facts are distorted, social re-
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. ral Galtieri Was facrng a resurgence of pubhc demon-,
'stratlons against the regime, despite the pervasive at-
mosphere of fear in the country. Not only was the junta
saddled with one of the worst human rights records in Latin’
America, its. economic performance, as seen by double-
di t"unemployment and triple-digit inflation; had also
“proven disastrous. Moreover, on top of w1despread civilian
unrest, the legitimacy of the regime was in question even
: g the armed forces, following the coup which over-
hrew the preordained successor to General Jorge Videla,
y General Viola. Under these circumstances, the re-
% adventurism .appears as a risky, but calculated
- gamble not only to increase its prestige, but to ensure its
“very. survival. And the move -did in fact create a sensé of
-national umty and purpose by focussing public attention on
‘the one issue in Argentlne pohtlcs upon which the whole

with the Junta notw1thstand1ng, found itself in a

il oL comes of the whole affarr are as yet open the

i e ‘Thatcher Uovernment was already
seleaguered by recession, hrgh unemployment and the

imyrlad of socral llls and tensxons assocrated w1th its gener-‘ :

then, that the government would leap at the externaldiver- =
- sion. As in the Argentinian case, the opportunrty torally -
-around the fldg and transform a liability into an asset
- _proved an irresistible temptation. Indeed, the hawkish re-
" sponse was not only in keeping-with Prime Minister. .

(1ron1cally for the preservation of “stability”) it -

ife to be “solved” by incumbent ‘governments
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he British. government for its part, obvious dlf- ’

milar predicament. Although the broader po- .

ally unsuccessful. domeéstic program. It is hardly surprising - '

Thatcher’s own “iron” 1image; her cabinet’s seeming obses-
sion with preserving that appearance left little alternative. S
If sending the fleet was an over-reaction, it did serve to -
soothe domestic discontent by playing an old British tune. -
The problem is that for both contenders, confrontation - @ -

simultaneously became a “zero-sum,” all-win-or-losé sit-
uation, with the very pohtlcal survival of those in power at'
stake. :

War psychology: masses and elite ideology

This brings us to the third factor of the crisis: the subtle
but important psycho-cultural aspect of international con-
tlicts. On the one hand, there is the issue of mass psychol-
ogy — the profound sense of social frustration and anxiety
resulting from a protracted socio-economic malaise. For -
Britain, the retreat from Empire has been a forced, often

"traumatic, experience — witness Northern Ireland,'even A

today. In many respects, the post-war-disintegration of old .-
colonial structures has chipped away at the very essence of
traditional British pride. This process inexorably under-
mined that deeply-instilled national assurance which, only -

a short time ago, was unabashedly equated with 1mper1al i
rule. The pSYChologlcal blow this has dealt has not been” o
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