
anxiety at what was taking place in Europe. Then, in 1939, came 
the attempt at European domination by Germany, and in 1941 a 
similar attempt at domination of the Orient by Japan. For a time 
the skies of the entire world were overcast by the sinister menace of 
world domination by tyrannies which based their power upon 
material force. At the end of six years of war, that menace was 
seemingly crushed. It was certainly subdued. But it was not obliter­
ated. The menace of world domination ceased for the time being, 
at least, to appear in the open. But it began to work its way under­
ground, and from quarters that were at times unexpected.
Signs of the New Tyranny

Today the signs of the new tyranny that seeks world domination 
are unmistakable. Communism is no less a tyranny than Nazi-ism. 
It aims at world conquest. It hopes to effect its purpose by force. 
Its patterns of procedure are similar, but they go further. They 
seek to create unrest in all quarters of the globe, and, by devious 
underground and underhand methods, to penetrate and undermine 
the established social systems of many lands. So far as may be 
possible in freedom-loving nations, Communism seeks to unsettle and 
undermine, where it does not openly defy, the authority of govern­
ment itself.

The world is in an appallingly dangerous condition today. After 
our second experience with war on a world scale, let us beware of 
again mistaking appearances for realities. Let us not speak of having 
entered upon an era of peace, where all about us are evidences of 
strife. Let us not allow another wolf-like menace to masquerade 
in sheep’s clothing, seeking, all the while, whom it may devour.

The Supreme Task of Liberalism — Defence of Freedom
The task of liberalism at all times has been the extension and 

preservation of freedom. That was its supreme task in the years of 
the two world wars. For years to come, its supreme task will, I 
believe, continue to be the preservation of freedom against this 
new and terrible menace. This preservation, Liberalism must strive 
to effect by continuing to guard the freedom of the individual, and 
the freedom of our own and other lands.

To improve the lot and to help preserve the freedom of men and 
women of our own and other lands, let men and women of liberal 
mind and heart seek, by all means, to promote the great principles 
set forth in the Charter of the United Nations. But let them not 
believe that the words of any charter, however strong their appeal, 
nor how oft repeated, can effect anything of themselves, or that they 
will effect anything in the end unless, where force threatens, it can 
be kept at bay by superior force. So long as Communism remains as 
a menace to the free world, it is vital to the defence of freedom to 
maintain a preponderance of military strength on the side of 
freedom, and to secure that degree of unity among the nations which 
will ensure that they cannot be defeated and destroyed one by one. 
The United Nations, in my opinion, will be well advised to con­
centrate upon the organization of the international force by which,
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in the words of Lord Tennyson, it was to “hold a fretful realm in 
awe”. In some other particulars it would, I believe, be wise to limit, 
for the time being at least, some of its multifarious activities. Force 
has not in itself the power to create better conditions. But a measure 
of security is a first essential. If properly organized, the force 
required to provide security would have the power to save from 
destruction those who have at heart the aim of creating better 
conditions.

The Appeal of Communism
Nor let any of us think that the support of any organization, 

however high its aims, can relieve any individual, or any party, or 
any nation, of a responsibility which is its own. We all know, or 
ought, by now, to know that for centuries in many countries, multi­
tudes of men and women and little children have been deprived of 
any real opportunity to develop their individual personalities, and 
to share, through an equitable distribution of the world’s wealth, in 
the bounty which Providence has bestowed on mankind. Com­
munism deliberately exploits this situation to which it professes to 
have found the remedy. That constitutes the attraction of 
Communism for the under-privileged, and for many of those who 
sympathize with and wish to improve the lot of their fellow-men. 
Let us not underestimate that fact.

But Communism, as its present day promotors practise its pre­
cepts, is based on force and on the class war. It fosters ill-will ; it 
foments strife. No enduring order can be based on Force. Consent, 
not force, is the only sure basis of an enduring social order. Ill-will 
has never effected anything enduring, neither has strife. It is to the 
opposite of these, we must look for an increase in human happiness.

Opposition to Communism must be Positive
It is equally essential to Victory in the struggle with Communism 

that the cause of Freedom should not become merely a negative 
cause ; that the defence of Freedom should not be left to reaction­
aries, but that the free nations should find not only a better, but a 
more attractive social gospel than Communism provides. If we are 
to win against Communism in its struggle for the minds and souls 
of men, if we are to help save the world from a tyranny as ghastly 
as any which has hitherto menaced mankind, it will only be by 
recognizing, wherever we may go, wherever we may be, that we 
remain our brother’s keepers, and that, at home and abroad, we 
have an obligation to lend our individual and national efforts to 
furthering to the extent of our abilities, more in the way of equality 
of opportunity and of social justice. As opportunities of self develop­
ment are enlarged, as inequalities and obvious injustices are 
removed ; as good-will supplants ill-will in human attitudes and 
relationships, as fear gives place to faith, an all-consuming Com­
munism will cease to be able either to attract or to deceive. If we 
are to be true to our Liberal faith, we must put forth every effort to 
further equality of opportunity, and to effect, in all possible ways, 
a larger measure of social justice.
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