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Committee’s proposal

tries to make academic
honesty policy fair

By NICK LORUSSO

The Senate Appeals Committee
(SAC) is proposing changes to poli-
cies and procedures governing aca-
demic honesty, according to a
recently prepared brief.

Chairman of the SAC, Professor
Ron Webb, said the proposed
changes will benefit both faculty and
students. Now all concerned parties
will know what to expect because
policy will be clearly outlined and
the procedures regarding hearings
and initiating complaints will be
made consistent throughout all
faculties.

The major change in procedure,
Webb said, is that a student with a
confession of guilt may submit what
he believes to be an appropriate
penalty for the infraction and wit-
nesses may be cross-examined at
hearings.

Webb explained that the latter was
a result of a court ruling last year
involving a York student, Bashir
Hajee, who was accused of academic
dishonesty. When the SAC refused to
allow Hajee's lawyer to cross-
examine two witnesses, Hajee ap-
pealed the SAC decision to the Onta-
rio Supreme Court, which ruled in
Hajee’s favour. The court stated that
SAC’s decision against cross-examina-
tion was a ‘‘departure from the
essential grounds of fairness.”

““These changes, therefore,”
Webb said, “would prevent future
court cases.”

What will also be eliminated,
according to Webb, is the professor
acting as prosecutor, judge and jury
in minor misdemeanor cases. With
the student previously unable to
appeal until after the professor’s
decision, it appeared in some instan-

ces that the student was considered
guilty until proven innocent.

The secretary of SAC, David
Thompson, pointed out that the
changes in policy will not be substan-
tial. **“What the Senate tried to do,”
Thompson said, ‘“‘was outline a
number of areas which may have
been considered ‘grey areas’ (with
respect to breaches of academic
honesty).”

When Thompson was asked how
the changes would affect students, he
siad that the changes were developed
to have a consistent policy rather
than correct any regulations which
may have been unfair. “I wouldn’t
want to say that the proposals are
more fair because that would be say-
ing procedures before were not
acceptable,” Thompson said. “The
changes provide clarification for
students and a complete explanation
of what is required in terms of aca-
demic honesty.”

The SAC, in preparing the propos-
als, looked at policies and proce-
dures in other universities. ‘I think
by the end of this process,” Thomp-
son said, “we will have one of the
best procedures when comparing
with other universities.”

Even so, Thompson is not sure if

the proposals will be passed. *It's
hard to say if the changes will be put
through,” he said. “‘Everyone sup-
ports the general thrust to make
things more clear, more informative
and fair and have things done as effi-
ciently as possible, but I could not
say if they'll go through.”

The sAc will submit a report of its
proposals at the December meeting
of the Senate after the SAC has
received faculty input on the pros-
pective changes.
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Origins: In Medieval times and later, Scottish and Irish
peasants carved faces upon hollowed out turnips. This
ritual, was believed to ward off witches and elves. As the
Scots and Irish immigrated to North America, the natu-
rally hollow pumpkin replaced the turnip.
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and needs openly and clearly.
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LET US PREPARE YOU
FOR THE
DEC. 6, 1986 LSAT

, OR THE
JAN. 24, 1987 GMAT

® Each course consists of 20 hours
instruction for only $155 or 32
hours for only $220
® Courses are tax deductible
® Complete review of each section
of each test
® Extensive home study materials
® Your course may be repeated at
no additional charge
Classes for the December 6 LSAT
20 hour course Nov. 28, 29, 30/86
32 hour course Nov. 8, 9, 29, 30/86

Classes for the Jan. 24 GMAT

For just $1795  you too can now
own an IBM™ PC/XT compatible
computer! Compare the features!

- 640K RAM with 2 floppy drives

- full XT keyboard
- monochrome graphics card
PLUS

- Amdek™ monochrome monitor

- Epson ™ dot matrix printer

WHY PAY MORE? CALL NOW AND SAVE!
636-2108

tel.

AND
-1 year guarantee
- free delivery

20 hour course Jan. 16, 17, 18/86
32 hour course Jan. 10, 11, 17, 18/87
For information:

GMAT/LSAT Preparation Courses
(416) 923-PREP
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