
8 15 September 1983 EXCALIBUR

Sunny Adë a special event
»> RICHARD UNDERHILL

he Toronto concert-going public was treated to a 
exhibition of natural talent fused with with energetic 
showmanship as King Sunny Adé and his African Beats 

played to a capacity crowd at the Concert Hall Sunday night.
Adé, a Nigerian tribal prince, plays, as described by the title of 

his first album, JuJu Music, which is a commercial mixture of 
traditional African drumming, call and response vocalizing (in 
his native tongue), Afro-American musical idioms (funk, 
reggae, calypso), and Western instruments.

These divergent influences are bound together by Adé's slick 
arrangements and charismatic stage presence. The result is a 
spectacle that is both musically exciting and visually 
entertaining.

Originally scheduled to do two shows, Adé canceled his first, 
and instead delivered one 2‘/2-hour non-stop performance. It 
began with the appearance of a solitary percussionist. As he set 
up a bouncy rhythmic ostinato, the rest of the band slowly 
drifted on stage, bringing with them a multitude of exotic 
instruments (talking drums, bongos, bells, guitars), adding to 
the density of the music and the visual spectacle on the stand.

By the time King Adé arrived—regally attired in crown and 
flowing golden robes and Ilanked by four traditionally clothed 
vocalists—the stage resembled an African tribal feast at a 104° 
pitch, complete with choreographed dancing and light show.

Sunny led his 18-piece African Beats through a variety of 
tunes, using a dense groundwork of polyrhythmic percussion as 
a vehicle for excursions into funk and calypso. Although heavily 
arranged, the songs retained vitality and energy. There 
plenty of room for improvising within each piece. However, the

tunes were kept short enough to remain both novel and alluring.
Adé exerted a near-telepathic control over his musicians—a 

nod of his head or gesture with cape enough to cue the band 
into a new song or alternate rhythmic groove. Also Adé's 
rapport with the audience was excellent. He encouraged the 
willing crowd to keep time, sing, and of course, dance— 
demonstrating the holistic nature of performance in 
African society where there is little distinction between 
audience and performer. This energetic openness and 
enthusism, contradictory to the snide arrogance of many 
Western rock groups, transformed the concert into a 
special event.

Unfortunately, Sunday night’s engagement was 
King Sunny Adé’s last appearance of a North 
American tour that has seen him play Toronto 
three times. However, those interested in 
participating in an Afro-American experience of 
a similar sort should not miss Sun Ra and Ninth- 
Dimensional Arkestra tonight at Larry's 
Hideaway.

Like Adé, Sun Ra leads a large,devoted band'
(many members of the Arkestra live with Sun Ra 
in a Philadelphia commune) whose concerts are 
more like intergalactic religious experiences than 
mere entertainment.

Internationally acclaimed, Sun Ra’s music is 
the vanguard of the avant-garde and ranges from 
free-jazz to blues, middle eastern music to bebop, 
with plenty of room for African and Asian 
influences as well. Guaranteed to be entertaining.
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Objectivism
“As an advocate of reason, 
egoism and capitalism,

I seek to reach the men of 
the intellect- wherever such 

may still be found!'
Ayn Rand

Dr. Leonard Peikoff, author of 
The Ominous Parallels, offers a 
12 lecture course on Ayn Rand’s 

philosophy, Objectivism.
Miss Rand participates in most 

of the question periods. Recorded 
live in New York, this course 

will soon be given on tape in this 
area. Please call for details.

A free descriptive brochure is 
available on request.
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HarbourfrontMAJOR MANUFACTURERS & 
SUPPLIERS WITH BRAND NAME 
PRODUCTS! ni-----v—*ITS A SHOW! ITS AN EXHIBITION! 

ITS A SUPER SALE!... AND MORE!
WE CAN HELP YOU/TTF) 
PREPARE FOR: ( 4s,h )

wlEAa CENTRAL, CONVENIENT 
LOCATION!

The Students’ Studio 83 has all the Graphic and Fine Arts 
supplies required for all students attending University or 
College this fall. Representatives of Canada’s major suppliers 
of Art products will be on hand to answer any and all 
questions concerning their products. Combine this with 
special student discount prices, door crashers, live entertain­
ment and lucky draws means you have something more than 
just a show, you have. . . The Students’ Studio '83!

The following are the participants that make up The 
Students' Studio ’83:

tes^chy

LE DU LIGHTING, specializing in lighting for the 
Artist.
HUNT CANADA suppliers of Bienfang papers, Osmiroid 
calligraphy supplies.Speedball lettering and screen printing 
instruments, X-Acto knives and blades.
CHARVOZ, suppliers of Bieffe drawing tables, drafting 
instruments, T-squares, rulers and erasers, portfolios, easels,
Borco board covers, Bern! rapid-design templates.
KOH-I-NOOR, makers of Rapidograph technical pens,
Pelikan inks, paints, erasers and glues, Hardtmuth charcoals, 
pencils, leads, Kern ruling pens.
HEINZ JORDAN, suppliers of Arches water colour 

papers, Lukas water colours, Gold sable brushes. Aquatec 
acrylic paints, canvas boards, painting mediums, Dessin &
BFK water colour papers, Bocour museum watercolours.
Stabi/o markers.
HUGHES OWENS, suppliers of Winsor & Newton 
oils, watercolours, brushes, Strathmore and conte.
PETERBORO PAPERS, manufacturers of Hi-Art 
and Showcards.
LETRASET, makers of Letrasct and Letraset products.
CARTIGRAPH, suppliers of newsprint supplies, display 
markers, studio supplies. Acorn <f- Design Pro drawing

-ONLY STUDENTS ELIGIBLE FOR PRIZES. 
"EZEY g CO., distributors of masking tape and graphic Emptovm Carttgraph nr umpetiiori. Suppliers,
art tapes. LePage's rubber cement. Bic pens. Pilot and Dart Mjuu/j, imn. .V agmu, mat thru tant,,,
markers. and studio supplies. w rligihl,

All materials seen at The Students ’ Studio 81 ai mi table at:
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The Students’ Studio 83 is located in the heart ofToronto at 
Harbourfront, 222Queens Quay West,with plenty of public 
parking or take the 77B bus from Union Station or Spadina 
Subway or the 6 or 6A Bay bus to the foot of Bay.

DOOR CRASHERS, PRIZES & 
ENTERTAINMENT!SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR 

STUDENTS! Come early... the first I (X) students entering The Students' 
Studio 83 will receive a mini duffle bag and a double pass to 
Theatresports. Students also have a chance to win a trip for 
tun, to Freeport in the Bahamas, including air fare and hotel 
(provided by P. Lawson Travel), one of 23 albums from 
Records on Wheels, one of 12 Free double passes to Carlton 
Cinemas (next to M aple Ixaf Gardens), a Kodak3000 Disc 
Camera kit, one of j rolls oj 24 exposure WOO speed film 
(courtesy of Kodak), one of6 pairs of Scratch Jeans (courtesy 
of Scratch Jeans), 2 for I passes to Theatresports, plus 
"Impropasses", a seasons pass good to Dec. 31/83, to 
Theatresports will be given away every hour.
Live entertainment will be provided by Theatresports, 
Toronto. Comedy improvisation at its best. . A Theatrical 
Sporting Event... Zany and Unpredictable. Funny, But 
Is It "Art’?

Extensive research provided us with the guidelines to this 
special show for you the student. Fine Art, Graphic Art, 
Advertising Architecture, Fashion Arts, Interior Design 
and Engineering students wilt find alt the required materials 
to complete their courses at Students’ Studio 83!

SPECIAL STUDENT PRICES!
The Students’ Studio 83 will be bringing all the latest Art 
supplies available with one thing in mind. . to sell! To
achieve this they have reduced the prices so much that you 
can not afford to miss . . . The Students’ Studio 83!£ Sfa/i&ti-H.

MPLAN
EDUCATIONAL center 
of CANADA LTD

The test preparation 
specialist since 1938

COME
VISIT
OUR

CENTRE
Call Days, Eves. & Weekends

967-4733
720 Spadina Ave. Suite 410 

Toronto, Ont. M5S 2T9 
Otner Centers in More Than 

100 Major U S Cities & Abroad

LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS! 
NEW PRODUCTS!
We haw sectioned off an area of Harbourfront for special 
demonstrations of new and existing produits. Here you can 
try, out and see the products in use Also you will see the 
Tech Art System 2(M)(i computer, the Artists Tool of t hi 
Future, a colour graphics computer with over 16 million 
colours and able to create and mall patterns, bar graphs, 
textures, fonts, enlarge, reduce, snap tines, pamt. rotate, set 
type, employ limitless brush sizes and shapes, store an imagi 
or reproduce it as a photograph or film transparency '
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