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N hein Light 11leaIré

review 6v Suzmftn Lunduian
Comnedy is terrific but it isnt everything.

Though the Northern Light production of
Fihthy Rich gets a lot of laughs, it falls flat
when pathos is called for.

George Walker's play tells the stoly of an
emfbittered.and cynical private eye, Tyron'e
Power, who has turned bis back on lfe.

Through no fault of his own Power be-
cornes entangled in a mysterious disappear-
ance. His formerly isolated existence expands
tà encomfpass a n etherworld peopled with
film noir characters: wof femmes fatales, a
powerful politician, a ruthless gangster, and
a hardnosed cop. Power's sole ally during
this distressing time is jamie Mclean, a smart
alecky over-eager college student. Intrigue
and scandai ensue.

As the play progresses Powver-evo1ves f rom
a man who bas abdicated from lufe and
responsibity into a man who is once agin
wIlli.g to stand up for his beliefs.

This production neatly incorpoiates the
comedy inherent to a play centered around
a particularly witty and sharp tongued char-
acter, Tyrone Power.

However, it ignores or mishandies the
theme of a n al aienated f rom societv who,
upon being thrust back into its sèediest
realms, cornes up fighting for bis principles.

Whereas the lighter scenies îrvoiving
dynamic verbal fencing sarikle, the more
serious scenes dealing with self examination
and explanation are stilted. Rather then
belhg drawn int the actionthe audience is
made uncomfortable.

Likewise the acting is riddled with incon-
sistCricies. Wendeff Smith as Tyrone Pover is

at Nis best when delivering the snappy one-
liners. H-e is less comrfortable with PoWer's»
more sombre aspect and thus less effective.

Steve Yorke as Iamie'McLean is dîsap-
pointing. An award Winning actor, Yorke
looked like a rookie during the f irst haîf of
the play. Mis exagerrated gestures. were
notbing short of annoymng. Fortunately; he
toned it clown during the second act and was
somnewhat less offensive.

Aniong the supporting rotes, Marianne
Copithorne as Susan Scott and Blair Haynes
as Henry "The Prig" Duvaîl are brilliant. Copi-
thorne as rich bitch cumn villalness is maïvel-
ously credible. Haynes as the pinstripe suited
gangster is a scene stealer.
-Asa romedy'Filthy Rich works well. Unfor-

tunately it rare4 y os out of this realm and
this play begs to, be explored on different
Ievels. C'mon guys, let es cry just a little.
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Hes çwnpetitivc. lie hIII & d*enge.
*es aiso a tcam IEyý

Hes got what it takes t6,e- 4ý
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