
CANADIAN COURIER

PEOPLE AND PLACES
Little Stadies by Land and Seo, cancerning the folk rpbo mmet hitber and thither acrii the face oj a %I Land.

T-î Il l*Y s.ix thie N orth Pl'oe has, Icen cord.l
tire. language ofnr obscure poe t. 110W editorial

- w iter on ai Toronto daw Voxoldba
thouglit it ?- 'xll the geography biooks of otir

>,outil auight tlîat the Pl'oe \vas înec.sîi. il tIIe î1CXN '

palier stïi înce hav e corroborate i the sittementt B}ook-
hav( 1' e; il \ritteun le seni liiy g t i, i pts m ade to di!
covx'r the - Pole . Soir of tIhe.,e are i of~n fact -,soute
of fictîen. Pr rN ans.en dcx oicd a -lîî r tw txo b liî-

vo , . nta onr.Tn ars 1,ig, D r. Nansen and
l.ieut. Pearv wveîe alinost neck and neeýk iii the~ race for
the Pole. b r. Nauisen xvas for a wh ie a world fainon
figure. lie v:(- alino.t fabullonis. Ninc -cars, ago a hach-
elor tliîrti miIo:ý northn of FAotagave the writer a
v'erv circnîn',tantî.al account of a liotutrnal v1'lit paid i)v
the great explorer to his shack. [le said it xvas without
a doubt the only ani original N'lan.,en, the Pole-finder.
But lic xxa perbiaps labourîng ua-der a îlelusion that he
got front tire trock of the ox'erlinders to the Klondike. for
the nontherru part of Canada was lively ten years ago last
winter with pack-trains of people pushing northwand toi
wards the Pole.

Lient, Peary tried the dash for the Pole ofteiner, stuck
to it longer and! got no nearer than Nansecn. He made
several trips, hi., last starting a x'car after that of Dr.
Cook, the alleged discoverer of the Pole, and froni the
saine point in Canada-Sydney, C. B. He is still up in
the land of the northern lights. qoîte tnnîscious that bis
old surgeon, 1)r. Cook, has discovered the Pole. Ten vear.,
a%o or mfore bie lectured ini Canada on hi., first voyage.

otak %as bighly interesting and delivered to a large
croxvd, Ili spots it was even dramatie as for instance
when after describîng sonuie of the superhuînan sufferings
aiîd privations such as arc spoken of lw Dr. Cook he said :

"Ladies andl gentlemen, voit will perhaps ask voun-
selves; why mien should undergo such things for the sake
of discovering a p>lace which so fair exists oilly ini the
imagination and"-the rest w:î. nmueh of the saine char-
acter. tilI he hurst out aniid a ripple of applanse t'> sav
that for the sake of such air îiliionIarv\ obje'ct lie and hi*,
mn would do it again and again ili thvfound tbe Pole
or dicd in the attempt; anld theyv ail knew hie nîcant it.

But the Pole is said to have lîcen discovered and
Peary is still alivu. Walter \Vlnan i alloon. which was
to have dropîîed uipon the Pole, is stili "in the air." Poor
Andree, %vho about five years ago tricd to locate the Pole
hy meanls of a bMIiou, is still in the halloon and the bl-
lon vn kilows where so far as auy precise knoxvledge
Of bui goes-. Dr. Cook, the hitherto unkuown, is on bis
way hack to Brooklyn, N. Y. le, was surgeon to Peary
on one of his earlier voaesiorn in New York state
forty-four years ago. 1luc has heeni on two polar expedi-
tions- before this oine. \\Vhy a doctor should have discov-
cred the Pole wben enicu eographers and naval lieu-
teniants anidf.og xlrr failed is a mystery. Ac-
co)rdingý ta- bis owvn statemenwit he fouud no sigus of life at
thec Pole. No doctor \\-Il] eve(r be induced to go there and
hang ont bis shingle. No undertaker will ever floiurî,i
there. No railway wýill cvur be buiit thicre. The route to
the Noi;th "Pole will neyer become popular xxith tourists.
If Dr. Cook bas found the Pole and did îiot plant on the
spoit the 'Stars mdi Stripes the questionî still ariscs-wo
Ownis the. Pole; anlyway? Il it belongs ta the, United States
wliat use, w il[ t1iey nake of it? Il a railwayi is ever bujit
to it tlîc shorloest route niust run throtugh Canadii(ian terri-
tory. Shahl it bc said iii fuiture gegrp iestat Canada
is botinded on tbe south by the Uîîiited Sttsand on the
north by the Aretic Occan and the Uuited States?

AI! sorts of international complications are likely ta
ars.Norway aud Swedn ieria and Caniada, are ail

cantigivius to the new terra nova, icb for want of a
better niei must becale "1Paaudia." Robenrt service
wvill lie exp(ctedj ta write anlothetr hoo)k--So-ints of the

DagEaer,"or somrethingz of the kinld. But whencj ail is
saidi anti dloue( there musit 4. a feelinig of disappointmnt I
that D)r. Cook did voit discover the source of the, aurora
borcalis. Mankind wilI continue to be myvstifid liv the
niorthern lighits. Canadians wýiI i be kept buisy eniouigh for
the iiext huîiidred ycars or so lîauîging electnic lighîs in
the far north, We shahl stili regard the ilusk ox as the
beast OI ul1timla thle'. If airships become as commnin
the near futuIre as they promlise to lie, some of us may
taice air occasional suinier spin over the land af thc id
nighit suin tili we get ta tbre spot whlere as Dr. Cook says:
"le faunld that )y sitn the( position af lis leet on the

tip of the war-Il lie could thirow% himiself across a spant of
lonigitudinal huies that thre swiftest train and( steamner could
not cover j.in 4o days." But so far the w.hoie stary smacks
rather too nîudlih oI JuTles Verne's trip to the mocon to con-
vince Peary'\ or Nansen that Dr. Cook ladl more than a
miid-winter- night's dreami vheni heb icu e the Pole.

Sirice the above wvas wvritten--almias-t before the ink
was dry-Peary liais discovered tlie North Pole. This
seemns «ta be a good sunmuer for odiscovering pales. Com-
mander Peary states clearly that lie niailesi the Stars and

geogra~îh tii notî in enîîerxg the l'oie that i i îsa reaI
p dc îîa, i xf 'vool lu lis laconic de.ýipatehi to rte Nexxý,
York T~imeîs andî~ the ('tino ' N\vfoiiîidIimd l'caro
., ix. notimîîî 't Pri. Co)k. l'videiîîiv t e I octor's foot-
lî.'its in the satlof lime würue ail obiîer:îted. Fon a

Iol mie ar liad 0ics , x c b date of lDn. Cook'.,
ai-cv nd itiroiri nfLI ii: ut. I ve, % t of course iniereîy

li nîungbn itu oe <~tinie., to kecp ii, feet
xx :înîn ,tber I e.xo okc'nil havxe plot iii a vcar.

Teîpusfuy. 'c lii>. btîîc ti~goes to press Cýapt.
Bternien xxiii ,îl.o have Icae tht' Pl'oe, e is, going iop
tiiat xx -v tii sec tbit Ca;iadiaii tel nîtonx i5 ot eiîcnoacbed
iîpoli.

A YlFAR ago-plus a fexx davs-Fernie xxx. a firepot.
()n tlit ainnix ersary of bue fine the t itizeii. of Fermie

took a hliday l ii1d lhad a qui et obîserxanee xi tii a bauetC
in tire e Veuiiî at une of the botels, gix-en b)v tbc Bloard of
l'rade. It xx a., a festival xvitb asati tinge x et fl! of hope
and optînii .,ni. Fernie folk are the reai pinieering sont.
Tliey told eaub other a gooîl miau' things that annivcrsarý
nigit ; ami timey re;ibcc lot of iri< pictures. The
eveiît of a vear ago still lices in their imagination, l'ire
is alxxaxs a big siiectaicuilar tliug to forge. Plague and
pestile ne aiid e.îrth(Iiake( ai cyclonîe max' be nntdraniatic
at tîntes ; bot xMien a toxx ni like Fernie gebs iicked nip by
nc f1 aines mît night it ,ae a ph týurc that t an niover lie
oblitcnated front bbc nior-Ciciiguaiis si ilI speak of
the great fire; I Itîll, 1P. 0., recalls aiiea fine tii ycars
ago; Toronto reineir thc greaýt fine -five ycars ago:
Vancouver and St. John lîotbi reeheb great lires
best part of a geiienation ago. Blit Fenie'x fire was miore
spectacuir and miore tragie than niost ni thesr. So savs
tbe scribe( ciroîiiclîig the event:

eare prooid of the iinaterial prolgrcss niade, duriiîg
the first vean aften xx at sceni bu iiiaii a lîexvîldlecd
deuizenl of tue asb -cirpeted, smoke- eurtai ned liilhixx' lie-
twxvcn t lc e x bapdhis, to ]lave lîct'i - -h'ul
endiîig of cxcxtii.insteami of tbc hlopeful 1î)înng,
a nexver auti Grcatcr I"c'eniic. Aold xx'v ol x njic
Not lîccause netîrîx a score (if livesxcci.t o c
is it bocalise tioi oail îvere miade lioii'eie', ili tis
nex cn to bu -fongutten thncc hours of one ycuar ag-o .Nor
xx:s il l'ccatlo miore tiiaî $,Sowooo xvortiî of the gootis oif
tbis xvorld bas su stoddciiis lîen turuudi inti) osciess ash
beaps, aiid ail the lIeaîitv of the' ebernal bilis bail been
ttîrncd int one x'at r.'c ati of linills truc truuiks."

Thîe new" ani" gneatr n ernie bas coiplcted andi iii
course of canistntctiaui over une million dollars wortb oI
fireproaf bilinigs. A ncw postoffice and court-bouse cosb-
ing sixty--hxre thousand dollars is almost reatly to occupy.
The provinicial court-bouse casting a huindred thousaud
dollrs is u11dler wa.The city hall is donc. The ncw

seoo xill lie ape iiin the lair. An electrie light plant
owc ytire city is bcing built at a cost ni fifty thousand

dollrs.Las bât uîo Ieast the cautract bas heen let to
htuîîd a ncwv lire bail to cosb twenty thousansi dollars.

RELIUESOF CAPT. KIDD.

GE1,I1, -anv front a holr in tlie graunti is a nmodenpastîmei tnt alol nd ta niiiîers. Down at Oak
14Isîd off tle coast aifNxaSoi there baIs been buried
for celillries a kgnaytreasure wbiich for- more than a'
bun11dncd years bheen searche for withi shavel and pick.
amîger amid dynamlite. ciib ani shlaft audI( tunniel. It is onu
afi( h resre f Capt. Kiddt. Poin bis stary, "Tliu

GaId-u Il proîîably recaîed ha lic- bad( told anc aI the
niOsýt fIasciuiatinig stoiries; aI uiidorgraundff galti ever pentried

by martai mian; andi sa he hiati. But tis of Oak Islandi
is quitc as queer; and it looks as thoiugh the services oi
samte sucli wizard as Pae wilt biave ta bie enlîsteti helore
the treasure is unearthetl. It is, ablout a huundred and ten
years since tire spot wvas aaet; %\lcn tne men wander-
ing on tire isIantil dîscavered anr oak tre ,rowing over a
ciroctiar deýpression. 11u th1at hle] under 1the oak for a
hundred years peapi e have ee trying ta find the gold
and j ewels aI Cap)t Kidd, \\ha< scis tai have beeni sanite-
thnlg ofait n Andrew Carnegie, lîestawing bis surplus aoi
landis and peo)pls i aIl parts aI bbc fe arth. As yct, how-
ever, after more than a huumdred, leet aI honing and shait-
ing, with cave-ins and flaod-auts, anti ail sorts aI engineer-
ing setblacks waorbl aI o a better cause, the galti lunters
have nat faunir the irait box oi Capt. Kitis. For the devil
iniselfseî to, have ben ini league xvitb the pirate; and

ut will probaly take the devîl hiutself ta, dig Up that box
conicrini whlicli thre inscription on a slali deciphered last
cenitury nînc-ty feet dawnl readl-$Ten leet hclaw are two
million pounds 1,id. ut they went ten leet below and
founid that the pirate hati lied. Tliey went nearly a huii-
dred feet and found mare evasians. Wlien thcy finsi this
ten million dollars ansd compute what it wauld have been

worth ta civilisation at comupound interest.
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