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The World's Most Rigid constitution
WritUen Out of Respect fothe Holiday Known as 'Dominion 'Dayv

-- OR f orty-six years Canada has worked out her B y 0. D. S KE LT0O N WiIl the Empire stand the strain of any attempt
.1 political destinies under the constituti on PoesrCntuin& dryQensUiv ay. of the Colonial Office to decide betweeii opposing

which the Fathers fashioned. And a gQod PrmsrCntttoa itrQen av .Wand nearly-balanced parties? Is there any reason
instrument of government it has been, a the total vote, and a majority in a majority of the why the men who work the Constitution of Canada,

lendid monument to the vision and the judgment states, are required for its adoption. 'The repre- .the sons of the men who framed that constitution,
id the power to rise above parochial limitations sentation of a state cannot be diminished without should not be empowered to amend it? Is there
own by its Canadian framers. But it was not the consent of a majority of the electors voting any reason why the Canadian should flot exercise
rfect when it was made, and, if it had been, ail in that state. On the iast day of May, six im- the li'berty enjoyed by the Australian or the
e wisdomn of the world could not devise a frame- portant amendmrents, rejected two years ago, ail Africander? The only reason is the historical one
)rk of government that would remain adequate succeeded in passing. that our constitution was drawn up a generation
rough ail the changing years, with ail the social Canada alone retains the old colonial statuis. The or more before the Commonwealth and the Union
id industrial and political changes that come in a Parliament of the Dominion could not make the were forsned, ini the days 'before the conception of
Jf century of our momentous time. It should Senate elective. Lt could not change the quorum the Empire as a partnership between nations "equal

made- possible to amend our constitution, in of the House of Commons. Lt could not give in status if not in stature," to use Lord Milner's
finite, deliberate fashion. At least, we shouki Prince Edward Island the guarantee provided in phrase, had seized men's minds. Inertia, and the
iken up to two facts, first, that there is no certain the Australian constitution that its representation lack of specific difficulties have prevented hitherto
,reement as to how it may 'be amended, and, in the Commons will not be decreased. Lt cannot any demand for the reform of the anomaly.
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