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or a machine? What do you gain by
this?”

“Personally I gain nothing; but
others profit much.”

“And if they could profit just as
much in another way?”

The stranger shook his head.

“Who are you?—a homeless wan-
derer. Can I trust you?—I have no
reason to.”

Pearson wracked his brain, and be-
gan to speak carefully and slowly.
“Look here, you want to secure a cer-
tain thing—very weli, you can secure
it. I will give my word of honour not
to use my knowledge or divulge it to
any one, on the understanding that
you drop out of this matter, here and
now. My future wife will give the
same promise. It is not on my own
account that I say this. I’m not afraid
of you.”

“The word of an unknown soldier
of fortune?”’ ‘The tall man smiled.
“Hardly!”

“Would the word of Lord Aldwich
do?” put in Natalie, quietly.

Pearson started violently, but the
revolver did not even waver. “What
do you mean by that?”

“It’s true, dear. I’ve known it since

yesterday.”

His eyes remained riveted to the
stranger’s brown face. “Natalie,
you're - joking!” Then he added,
severely: “This isn’t exactly the time
for a joke.”

“Perhaps,” broke in the stranger,
“the lady is not joking.”

The Englishman’s cheeks reddened,
but still that small, shining barrel cov-
ered the man at the end of the table.
“Where is your proof?”’ he said, in
level tones, although the blood was
rushing riotously through his veins.

She glanced at him strangely, and
laid a newspaper clipping on the table
before him.

“Read it,” he commanded; “I'm
busy.”

She obeyed him in a shaking voice.
“This is taken from a London paper,
dated three weeks ago. A firm of
English lawyers is advertising for in-
formation concerning the Honourable
John Pearson, of Dyce Castle, Beau-
lieu, Hampshire. He came to America
early this year and has not been
heard from since that time. His
brother, Lord Aldwich, died two
months ago.”

HERE fell a silence, into which the
young man’s voice broke with
queer, = deprecating tomes: ‘It

appears that I'm Lord Aldwych. I
knew I would be one day, if I lived.”
He stared straight into the tall man’s
eyes. “You would not take my word
before—will you take it now—although
it’s no better?” he added, quizzically.

The stranger paused. “Ah, that
affects the matter considerably. Now
I deal with a personage. One can
always find Dyce Castle, in Hamp-
shire, without too much exertion or
expense.” He looked hard at the
young man. “And if I do take it——"

“You may regard the incident as
closed,” said Pearson. He slid the
revolver into his pocket and turned
to the girl. “What do you say, best
beloved? You understand better than
I.de?”?

She stared at the Russian, and spoke
quickly in their own language. He
thought for a moment, then replied in
a brief, crisp sentence.

“It’s all right,” she said, tremulously.
“You may believe him. That was the
password of the inner circle, and he
dare not break his word, now.”

“Then it is mutually agreed,”’ con-
tinued Pearson, with a queer lift in
his words, “that we part now—at once,
and that neither of us mention what
we know, and that trom this time on
the person of this girl ceases to be in
danger or under observation.”

“She will not be in any further
danger, but both of you will always
be under observation. That is inevit-
able, since you know what you do
know, but you will be unconscious
of our observation, and it need not
cloud your sky. So, it is agreed!”

He rose, and a look of sadness came
over his lean, brown face. “In saying
farewell I would ask you to remember
that no man is happy whose fate it is
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’ $ 5.00——cost of new wheel on a Ford {
}{ car. b
(] $ 7.87—the 609, saving secured by §
h the Ford owner. : {
D) And this merely indicates the general ‘
§ sav'ing in every item of upkeep in %
§ which the Ford possesses a big advan- y
h tage over any other make of car. 3
B An assembly of Ford spare parts— h
}‘ enough to build the touring car com- }
4 plete—costs only $40 more than the ’
‘ standard list price of the car, while on §

the average car priced around $1000

h and less a complete set of spare parts ’
" costs $941 more than the car—over ’
h twenty times the Ford excess cost. {
D And yet tests conducted by one of the h
] most authoritative Government labor- )
.‘ atories in the world have shown that }‘
} the quality of Ford constructive ma- 4
’{ terial ifs ta:ct;;ally superigr to that in h
( most of the best cars made. }
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Ford Runabout $480 All cars completely ‘
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Ford Sedan - - 890 & ¢ electric headlights.
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Ford Town Car 780
f. 0. b. Ford, Ontario
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include speedometer.
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THE CANADIAN BANK
OF COMMERCE

SIR EDMUND WALKER, C.V.O,, LL.D,, D.C.L., President.
JOHN AIRD, General Manager. H. V. F. JONES, Ass’t. General Manager.

CAPITAL, §15,000,000  RESERVE FUND, $13,500,000
SAVINGS BANK ACCOUNTS

Interest at the current rate is allowed on all deposits of $1.00 and upwards.
Careful attention is given to every account. Small accounts are welcomed.
Accounts may be opened and operated by mail.

Accounts may be opened in the names of two or more persons, withdrawals
to be made by any one of them or by the survivor.




