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Asika? 'B ring back Vernoon, or
perish. I care for nothing eise, bring
back Vernoon to be my husband.'"

"Good 1 ' said Owl No. i, "within
the haif of an hour Vernoon shal
be ready for you."

"Good," answered Owl No. 2,
"1within half an hour eight of us will
be without the east face of your camp
to receive him."

"S ilently ?"
"Silently, my brother in Bonsa. If

he cries out we will gyag him. Fear
flot, none shall know your part in this
matter."

"Good, my brother in Bonsa. By
the way, how is Big Bonsa? I fear
that the white man, Vernoon, hurt
him very much, and that is really why
I give him up-because of his sacri-
lege."I

"When I left the god was very sick
and ail the people mourned, but doubt-
less he is immortal."

"Doubtless he is immortal, my bro-
ther, a littie bard magic in his stom-
ach-if he has one-cannot hurt him.
Farewell, dear brother in Bonsa. I
wish that I were you to get the great
reward that the Asika will give to
you. Farewell, farewell."

Then the two owls flitted apart
again, hooting as they went, tili they
came to their respective camps.

Jeeki was in the lent performing a
strange tollet upon the sleeping Ayl-
ward by the light of a single candle.
From his pouch he produced the mask
of linen painted with gold that Alan
used to be forced to wear, and tied
it securely over Aylward's face, mur-
muring:

"You always love gold, my Lord
Ayfward, and Jeeki promise you se
plenty of it now."

Then he proceeded to remove his
coat, his waistcoat, his socks, and bis
boots, and to replace these articles of
European attire by bis own worn
Asiki sandals and bis own dirty Asiki
robe.

"There," he said, "think that do,"
and he studied him by the light of the
candle. "Same height, same colour
hair, same dirty old clothes, and as
Asiki neyer see Major's face because
he always wear mask in public, like
as two peas on shovel. Oh, my! Jeeki
clever chap, Jeeki devilish clever
chap I But when Asika pull off that
mask to give him true lover kiss, oh
my! Wonder what happen then?
Think whole of Bonsa-Town bust up;
think big waterfall run backwards;
think she not quite pleased; think my
good lord find himself in false posi-
tion; think Jeeki glad to be on coast;
think he no go back ta Bonsa-Town
no more. Oh my aunt 1 no, he stop in
England and go church twice on Sun-
day," and pressing bis big hands on
the pit of bis stomach he rocked and
rolled in sulent laugbter.

Then an owl hooted again imme-
diately beneath the fence, and Jeeki,'
blowing out the candle, opened the
flap of the tent and tappêd the head
porter, who stood outside, on the
shoulder. He crept in, and between
them they lifted the senseless Aylward
and bore him to the V-shaped entrance
of the Boma, which was immediately
opposite to the tent, and oddly enough,
haîf open. Here the two other por-
ters, with whom Jeeki had performed
some ceremony, chanced to be on
guard, the rest of their company being
stationed at a distance. jeeki and the
head porter went through the gap like
men carrying a icorpse to midnight
burial, and presently in the darkness
without two owls began to hoot.

Now Aylward was laid lapon a litter
that had been prepared, and eight
white-robed Asiki bearers stared at his
gold mask in the faint starlight.

"I suppose he is flot dead,.brother,"
said No. 2 owl doubtfully.

"Nay, brother," said No. i owl,
"feel his heart and his pulse. Not
dead, only druink. He will wake up by
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