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with ber, and the door was locked on
the inner side.

Sophie unlocked the door. Outside,
a siender womnan dressed in black and
iith a rather childlfke, appealing face,
shaded by a large drooping hat, was
ieebly crideavoring to 'fit a' key into
the keyhole. She gave a smothered
exclamation as the door opened and
put ber hand over her heart.

"«You gave mie such a startl 1
thought this was rny rooml"

"'What is î?" Sophie said, eyeing
thle figure with suspicion. 1

41 think I amn a littie f aint and diz-
zy . That must be why 1 came to the
wrong door." The strcngth in bier
tone suddenly died out and she sway-
cd te one side. "A chair," she gasp-
cd- "some water."

Sophie threw the door open and

caught thc swayiflg foerim, which stag-
gcred toward a lounge and lay there,
pale and muotionllcss. As the maid hur-.
ried te thc elcctric bell a feeble voice
remonstrated-

"No, ne, 1 shall be better soon-
then 1 cati reach rny roorn ail right. 1
will rest here a moment with your per-
mission."

'61 have no right to '.give permis-
sion." Sophic again approached the
beIL

"-Waiti" the uewcemer said, sitting
upwth an effort, "I arn almost my-

self again. These' slight attacks pass
off as suddeflly as they corne over
me." She rose te her feet, steadied
herself, and moved-slo-%ly toward the
door. As she did se she glanced at
the long mirrer above the dressing-
table.

"I do look. pale," she, murmured.
The she uttered a slight exclamation.
"How curiousl" she said. "That is a
picture of a fricnd of mine." She
pointcd to a littie silver frame wýhich
Mrs. Cordover always carried with
ber. "Royal Cordover; I did not dreain
that hie was staying at thiis hoteV"

"He is flot here," Sophie replied, re-
assured. "Mrs. Cordover. is alone.
Sh's at a bail tonight. She came on
purpose for it."

"Indeedi V'n se deighted to kno'a
that she is here. I shall look for lier
to-rnorrew. It will be like old times
to have a talk with bier. ,- The stranZ-

es giance swept the dressing-table,
where stood the open leather baig dis-
playiig emnpty jewel cases.

Sophie eyed ber distrustfuily. "Mrs.
Cordover leaves eariy. Shal1 give
ber your naine in case you miss lier?"

"I shan't do that," the 'other an-
swered, lightly. "Tel ber I've a sur-
prise in store for her. When does she
leave?"

"We take the ten o'clock express in
the morning."

Sophie stared after her retreating
figure. "I don't like ber," she medi-
tated. "She don't seem a reai lady,
but still she knows the family." Know-
ing the famiiy," was with Sophie suffi-
cient to offset mnany deficiençies in
manners, if flot in morals.

The znaid dozed for a second time
and when she awoke again, lier mis-
tress stood outside the door. She
stepped in burriedly. "I'm perfectly
exhausted. It was a great big tire-
some affair and imse nervous, So-
ph je!" She sank into a chair.

"Wait until I bring you sorne hot
bouillon." While she was sipping it the
maid described tht visit of the- lady.

"I can't think who it can be," Mrs.
Cordover mused. "I shall know when
1 see bier. Sophie. it may be just
imagination," she went on, aftera
few moments, "but I had an impress-
ion that two unpleasant-looking men
followed me through the hotel cor-
ridor when I was starting for the bail
and when I came away 1 seemed te
recognize their faces again as I waited
a moment for my carniage. If 1 had
been alone I should have been alarni
ed, but mny friends ontly laughed at me
and said my sapphire chain had made
me. nervous: perhaps it was merely
mia ination."
.".Tf youi feel nervous l'Il takze theie.welry down to the office," $ophiE
;'mgested.
"NO, it is net worth while, we leavx

e(' early ln the meorning. I'mn not wei-
l'icd about the jewelrY, but annoyed ai

the idea of being followed :n this big
City where I arn a stranger."p

At three minutes before the heur
the following morning, Mrs. Cordover.
accompanied by Sophie, passed
through the gate and bastened dowu
the platform to board the ten o'clock
express; they had been several times
delayed on their way to the station.

-VIm glad our scction is engaged,
this train seerns crowded now," Mrs.
Cordover said as they paused to in-~
quire of an obliging colored porter
which was their car,

As they started to step aboard some
one touc-.ed Sopbie's arm. "Just a
word with your' mistress," a voici
cried, breatblessly. "It is the lady !"
Sophie said, quickiy, and Mrs. Cord-
over paused on the step.

"I must have just a. word," the iie*-
corner went on with cordial crnphasis.
ber hand extended.'

The other responded mechanicallyb
eyeing her blankly. "Who is it?" she
asked herself. "I certainiy do hot re-
caîl ber."

"It is so nice to see yeu again after
ýso rnany years," the stranger went on
voiubly. "Don't you remember me?"

"I cannet say I do." Mrs. Cordover
made a motion te step aboard. "Per-
baps yeu're ceming too," she said.

"«No I amn seeing off my sister.. Sbe's
in the car behind. Yon will rerner-
berý her; you really must step in and
speak te ber!"

Mrs. Cordover hesitated. She feit
helpless before the other's decisive-
ness., "Sophie," she said, «take the
things te our seats and I will jein yen
in a moment."

"If the train starts you can walk
through, as it is just the car bebind
your own," said the stranger as she
led the way.

In the confusion which ensued Mrs.
LCordover found herself welI in. the
Lcestre of the car. Then, as she pans-
Led the other saidi "Wait just an.in-

stant till I fiud my sister,"1 and- dis-
appeared.

Sophie in charge of the bags, shawls
and umbrellas, was quietly awaiting
ber mistress. whenu th strange lady

îaddressed ber.
r"Quick, quick!" the speakcer gasped.

3"Your mistress, Mrs. Cordover- bas
fainted in the next car. Hurryl
Whert 13 yonr flask? l'Il take charge
of ybur tbings 1" Sophie stili held Uic
Russia-leather bag. "Stupid! wbat are
you waiting for? -Sbe may be dying
for al 1 know!"

At sncb a terrible suggestiôn Soph-
i e forgot al cIsc. She dropped the.

- and-bag, flew to a travelling case
frorn wbicb she pulled a fiask, and
rushed in Uic direction of Uic car be-

ihind.
The train had been a moment late

9 in starting. Now the bell struck, and
-as the cars moved slowly througb the

r, station a slim woman lu black hold-
-ing a Russia-leather bag aiigbted on
-the platforrn. She was net, however,

* tlie last to leave tbe meving train-
twe men, who bad been seated lu the

* section adioining Mrs. Cordever's,
;- swung tbemselves off behind ber.
e And Sophie, vigilant guardian of the
Y possessions of the ristress-wbat was

- bei feeling wben, baving reacbed the
-door of the car bebind, she saw ne

other tbaii Mrs. Cordover herself ap-
)t proacbing, lu full possession of health
e and faculties? She turned and dasbed

back te tbe seats she bad deserted te
~find that the lady in black had disap-

n peared, and with ber the bag ef jew-
;t els. Que tbougbt alone inspired Soph-
a ie, te catch the wemnan and get back

the bag. She rushed back througb the
ýn car, pushed by ber startled ristress,
r-whom she met at the door, jumped off

1, the train, now nloving rapidly, and,
:o true te ber feminine inheritance.
ýd alighted backward and was thrown
ýd violently upon the platform. A mo-
i-ment later, instead of followiing the

e stolen bag, she was sixpported, stunned
te and dazed, into the waitîng-room.
[y Here, after a few moments, she re-

gained ber consciousness, and, basten-
îe ing te the telegranh operater, wired
e the news te Mr. Cordover.

Not many minutes later a westward-
W bound express was speeding on its

way. Among its passengers was a trim
t lttle wQmiq 4r~çç n black. Her
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