
The Western HO ?ne Mon thly
iafstand forth.- I want to speak with

There was no reply from the f orest
dipU's.

«Je Gray Rabbit there ?" he. called

tlhalf-naked daxfk torm seemed

tospriflg up fromn nowhere, not six pacèés

«HiNow Gray Rabbit, thou art the
-"ef of this marauding band. 1 wil
inake terms. What dost 'thou want 7"

The Indian shook his head rapidly
fNin side to 8ide, emitting several short

r ttural sound», that Desborough seemed
,understand.
"Bo thy people are hungry. WeIl, dost

e tto eat us?"
chief stood in stoical silence.

*repeat mian, dost propose to 1- e us
fr meat? Art a cannibal? Harken!
Iwill give thee a hundred boEgs of corn,

Captain Blake will do the saine, and
each of the others wiII give something-
venison, pork, or beef. We have barely
ufficient for ourselves this winter, but
wo wiii part with haif for the sake of

Seace. Draw off thy band and this shall

The only reply to this offer was an
arrow sent straight at Desborough's
buad. It glanced off leaving a nasty
Jish wound on the brow, that rained
bIood at once. He Iost no time in with-
drawing and barring the door again.
Thon followed immediately Buch a
hideous yelling, accompanied -by such a
hissing rain of arrows that it seemed as
though the air were filled with the
sound. The guns steadily belched forth
their answer. Red forms fell here and
there, but others -quickly took their
psces. From the forest ail about, they
poured forth upon the clearing, in teem-
ing numbers. The cabin was surrounded.
The small glass panes of the six win-
dows were broken in and dark faces
app eared in the apertures. They were
shiot down qulckly, but more sprang up.
Thé. powder was giving out. Haif-an-
hour of fierce fighting, of speeding
arrows and rapid shooting, of wild
acteeching andOsoft praying sped away
ike five minutes.

<I fear our' ammiunition is getting
low," whispered one of the gunners, te
Desborougli.

"Rave at them %Nihile it lasts!" lie
grewled.

Blake stuMped about fromn window to
loophole upon bis wooden leg, filling the
posts of three men who had been
wounded. The women had now corne te
the aid of the remaining fighters. Mis-
tress Ogilvie wielded a huge knife to
oome. purpose, and the battie. hung at
Uncertain balance, with the odds, if any
there were, ini favor of the palefaces.
Thon the Indians, finding it a losiflg
gaime as the morning advanced toward
dawn, with a hundred of their band
lying dead in the snow, appronched with
lighted faggots wbich they applied tô
the jutting loge at the corners of the
cabin. Smoke that was not the emoke
of powder rose, and presently flames
leaped into view. The faces of the men
grew a shade paler, and a few of the
women moaned and clasped their infants
closer in their arms. The flames were
darting merrily about the Iower part of
the cabin, and Mlie interior wvas becoming
insufferably warm; the red-skinned
demons had commenced a hideous dance
in the front upon the clearing when of a
audden was heard the welcome sound of
galioping hoof s.

It put new heart into the besieged. A
last volley from the loopholes poured
forth, and concurrently came some
encouraging shouts fromn the road. In
three minutes a score of riders gaIloped
fito view. their figures el -ariV outlined
against the brightening eastern sky. In
the van rode a tali man wrappcd in, a
beited great coat with a squirrel skiî~
cap upon luis head, and into the seething
Inass of darting, dancing, savages was
sent aj cannonade from twenty fresh
guns that took' such toîl of tilem the
elearing was Ieft free of fewv but pros-
trate 7 orrs. Calling for buckets the
horsemolu galloped to the creek. The
tîin iee -was broken and the buckets
filed '11)( passed from one pair of willing
bands to another. The settlers threw,

lis,âi fnils of snow against the humr-
Ifg1,and after much rapid labor,

with the hissilig of the quenched element
and the ehouting, of one man to another
filling the morning air, the fire died
down. Little actual damage had been
done. The lower structure vas charred
and smoking, the windows ail broken,
but the building vas otherwise intact.

"Blessings, blessings upon thee!" fer-
vently spoke Captain Blake to, the leader
of the reinforcements.

"We galloped the f ull sixteen miles,"
said one, "this fellow ivould not show
mercy to man or beast tili w-e rea-ched
here."

"Coie in and eat and drink, cried a
voman, soon, coming to the door. The
men swarmed into the smoke-filled
house, but theiýr leader sprang into, hie
saddle again.

"Whither away in such haste ?" de- erous loaf. Only whezL oh. b.d reached
manded John Desborough, catching the the--bridle did ah. rseognfr. ber pe.-
bridie of the tail, black horse. server f the night before.

The stranger bent downward a "Here stands the fairest Isa.Inu ml
moment and whispered semething. the colony," said Desborough. "Wilt not

"Zounds man, what care we 7" cried remain and be served a proper breakfast
Desborough. ' "There are none here but f rom her bandsT"
wish thee goodwill. Thou'rt the hero of "That in faith would need 110 urging,"'
the day, man! See, 'tis already c9 xing--rePle the rider, "but that 1 may net
dawn. IRave breakfast and rest a bit, permit myseif the pleasure-alas!
then-"9 Thanks, fair lady, that draught has

"Nay, nay," pereisted the rider, gath. warnied me through. Farewelll "
ering Up the reins. At this moment 'And wfth 'a low obeisance thé tati
Elizabeth appeared in the cabin door- stranger rode away towards the rising
way. "A cup of hot coffee, lass!"' cried sun.
Desborough. "Here is one that cannot * * *
wait." Dawn-tue Christmas, dawn-broke

The girl disappeared, and in a moment rosy and clear. York village lay iu
re-wppeared with the coffee and a gen- isrouldering- ruina, as did the homes -of
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