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COPIES of CoRRESPoN4DENcE between the Governor of Newfoundand and the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, in reference to the Appropriation or the
Subscriptions raised for the Relief of the Sufferers at St. Tohn's by the
Fire in 1846.

-No. 1.- NEWFOUNDLAND.

(No. 3 8.) No. 1.
Corr of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir John Harc6, K.C.B., to the Governor Sir J.

Riglit honourable W. E. Gladstone. Harvey to Mr. Se-
cretary Gladstone.

Newfoundland, Government House, St. John's, '0 June 184.
Sir, 10 June 1846.

IT bas pleased the Almighty to visit this Colony with a great calamity. An
awful and irresistible conflagration has suddenly swept away three-fourths of this
so lately wealthy and prosperous city.

A fire broke out at half-past eight o'clock yesterday morning in the western
section of the city; and owing to the prevalence of a westerly gale of wind,
which unhappily continued to increase in violence, before the close of the day
most of its public buildings, and the whole (with one single exception) of its
wharves, storeh6uses and mercantile establishments, upwards of a mile in extent,
had been reduced to ashes.

It is estimated that 2,000 bouses, and property to the amount of from
600,000 1. to 1,000,000 1. sterling bas been destroved, and that 12,000 persons
are now houseless.

Much as the hopes of the mercantile and the sufferings of the labouring classes
claim our sympathies, yet should our deepest commiseration rest upon the middle
classes, who, accustomed to comparative ease and comfort, find themselves and
their helpless families suddenly reduced to a state of the most absolute destitu-
tion. Every effort dependent upon the local government 'will be made and is
making for their relief and that of the lower orders ; and even under circum-
stances so apparently desperate, and with a scene of such affecting desolation
before my eyes, still do I indulge a sanguine hope that, if promptly aided by the
benevolence and liberality of the British people, of the legislature and people of
the neighbouring colonies, but, above all, by the British Government and Par-
liament, not only will present distress be at once alleviated, but the fine site of
the provincial capital of this ancient and valuable possession of the British Crown
(which as a commercial town may be said for the present almost to have ceased
to exist) will again be occupied by buildings, of so secure and durable a descrip-
tion, laid out upon a plan so judicious and well considered as, at no remote
period, to convert the calamity which is now pressing so heavily upon its inha-
bitants, into a great and inappreciable blessing.

A similar calamity, though not to the same extent, was thus turned into a
vast benefit, even by the almost unaided efforts of the province itself, during
the period of my administration of the government of New Brunswick some
years ago.

In order to meet the pressing emergency of our situation, I have adopted the
following measures:

lst. I have, by proclamation, convened the local legislature to meet in six
davs, viz. on the 16th instant.

2d. I have issued a proclamation, laying an embargo, for a limited period,
upon the exportation of provisions, other than such as are required for the use
of the crews, passengers, and the fisheries.

3d. 1 have issued a proclamation, warning all persons against the re- construc-
tion of wooden buildings upon the burnt district before the intentions of the local
legislature on the subject shall be declared.

679. B 4th. I have


