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The committee regard:the Act.of 1889 as a retrograde protective action on'the part of
Canada, and -countrary 'to the- principles adopted: at : present :throughout ~the British
domini()ns, ViZ. e e s ‘;»“: T G RS A [N
1. That a work shall' be first or simultaneously ‘published therein ;- v =t
2, That copyright-shall be independent of the place:of prinsing ;== =~ - oo 1o
and they earncstly beg vour: Lordship not to yield to the request ‘contained in:SirJohn
Thompson's despateh. = &+ = - et Sero T AR
In all Acts giving, self-government to a Colony, the" subject’ of "copyrigtit' has been
expressly or impliedly reserved for Imperial legislation. Canada’s request is contrary to
the principle now ifi force, which was established, and is maintained, because’ it ‘seems
impossible honestly to protect it as property without a_uniform law for all’parts of the
Empire. This principle was also upheld by Mr. Gladstoneas_recently’as 1892, in the
Home Rule Bill he introduced for the consideration of Parliament. -1 | '
They desirc to point out that Canada requests the Imperial Government to legislate
so as to restrict and curtail rights which authors have enjoyed throughout the Empire ever
since British copyright existed, .., the right to prevent their writings being utilised
without their sanction. They submit thit the rights ‘of self-government do not warrant
the appropriation of other peoples property.(vide para..9,0f Sit J: Thompson’s despatch).
When the Colonial Office had 'this question before it in 1890, it felt, copstraied to
retuse Canadd’s tequest that imperial sanction should be given to the Alct'of 1889, not
only becausé'it was wltra” vires but also “bécause it was ‘impracticable, uricalled 'for, and
unjust—impracticable; owing to the difficulty of atranging licenses in 'a’ manger equitable
to the authors whose works were 'reprinted, and ‘becanse it would “sap the finidamental
principle ‘of the law of copyright, which' is, to allow an'author” full“control:over the
product of his own labour'; uncalled’ for, because. Canada, already 'had chieap literature
under the Act of 1847 ; and unjust’as not“allowing''for the different values of ‘author’s
Wl'itings. ) ‘ ‘ e ,v" LN B
The committee ask your Lordship to bear in mind that your predecessor was a
member of the Royal Commission on Copyright, and they hope th¢ Colonial Office will
not be led to reverse its previous decision without fresh and: far“moré cogent reasons .
than have yet been brought forward to justify such a step. The reply of the Colonial
Office practically was: we have not the power to_authorise this Act, and we should
inflict an injustice on authors if we did. And the request preferred in the Despatch
under consideration is that we should assist Canada to tamper with the rights of authors
outside her dominion and not under her contrdl. - , ' , |
‘Canada, on previous occasions, asked for cheap literature ;- she, now asks the Imperial
Government to help her to éstablish commencial protection for her printers, at the
expense of the owners of the property she would thus, without their consent, utilise on
ber own terms. 7 ’ ) D T
They would also point out that the changé proposed by €anada would*jeopardize the
rights of British and Canadian autliors'to: copyright in‘ the United -States.” Alfeady the
United States” Government have ' taken “action "on -the: subject, and ‘they drée " strongly -
arged by authors and publishers in Awmerica to withdraw the ‘proclamation if our law 'is"'so
altered as to'admit f their copyrights:-being -reprintedi'in the adjacent country withont
their sauction. In this connexion, they ask attenticn to the letter from Mr. Mills, .
Messrs. ‘Longiman’s manggér in ‘New York, which'is'enclosed herewith, and ‘especially to
the reference to' Caniada’s-ignorance:of the whole proceeding, <= ¢ 16t i wa b
* ‘Reprinting in' Canadxis-also’ at variance’ with® England’s- declaration to the United
States, and must lead to serious ill:will on theirborders.* if the’United’ States 'withdtaw
their proclamation, this reprintingswill expose'Britishiauthors to two ! piratilig “céuinitries,
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viz., the United States and Canada., = 5 v of T i aodbnren Ty Tk i
They submit also for-your Eordship’s  consideration that we cantiot” accede’to’ Cinada,
without doing the:same to all the ‘other Colonies and " thus disintegrate’thé wholé of the

beetngn ot b inindel) il

copyright Jaw. PR b bt el e ’ itE :
I'rance, also, woild-have a ‘grievance. ** Two millions of the’population’

of French extriction andircad French copyright bookstns e funstint o wwsie :
The committee wish to point ont to your Liordship that,-in’ their’ Qﬁiﬁidﬁ}fe%fyi'r"e',é,s’dﬁ'—

able concession has heen made to' Canada’already. :She has all:the ‘benefits ‘ot ‘copyright

accruiiig to the United Kingdom, and her:: people have ‘been: specially consideréd in'the

‘Act of 1847 and consequent legislation, but, in this-Despatch,: Canada, for'the first tiie,

asks Great Britain to alter and: curiail “tlie - 'arcarof thiosé' laws'to enable her t ‘provide -
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extra employment for her printexrs. . SRR S LA 21t : ‘
‘The committee would, however, draw your Lordship’s - attention to-the hindranceto
providing cheap editions for Canada, found in the 15th'clause'of the ‘Act of 1842, If an
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