
The commitice rcgard;the Act>of 1889 as a retrograde protective act'a on*the itdf
Canada. and contrary to the principles adopted at 'present ýthroughout the Briti'h
dominions. viz.:-

1. That a workshall be first or simultaneously published therein ;

2. That copyright-shall'be indepcndent of the placetofprinting-;
and they earne stly beg your:Lordship not to yield to the reqiiest 'contained in Si John
Thompson's despatch.

In ail1 Acts giving; self-government to a Colody, the subject of copyright has"bee
expressly or impliedly reserved for Imperial legislation. Canada's request is contrary to
the principle now ii forée, which was established, and is maintained, because' it seems
impossible honestly to protect it as property without a uniform law for ail parts of the
Empire. This principle was also upheld by Mr. Gladstone as recently'as 1892, in the
Home Rule Bill he introduced for the consideration of Parliamieit.u' J I

They desire to point out that Canada requests the Iiperial Government to legislate
so as to restrict aid curtail rights which authors have enjoyed throughout the Empire ever
since British copyright existed, i.e., the .right to, prevent their writings being utilised
without their sanction. They su'mit'thät th i-igh1f of self-government do not warrant
the apprqpriadon of other peoples prope.rty(ve para9pf r J Tho,mpson's despatch).

When the Colonial Office, had this question before it in 1890, it felt constrained to
refuse Udnada's request that imperial sanction should be given to the ät"ë bf 1P89, oùt
on??ly I ecausë it was ultra vires but also -bécause it wäsiinradticiblë, uridaliéd'for, and
unjst-impractidàble; owing to the ditficultyof ariranging licnri ia' mam' eqeitable
to thë authors whose works were reprinted, andiecause it wuld sap thi 'fhidamenta1
principle of the law of copyright, whih' is, to allow ari authorf ll dontrolóoherthe
produet of his owM labour'; uncalled for, 'bécause Canada; already "hàd ch'eai litérature
under the Act of 1847; and unjust as not -ällo ing' for the diffe entvalues 'f author's
writings.

The comnittee ask your Lordship to bear in mind that your predecessor was a
member of the Royal Commission on Copyright, and they fhope thé colonial Oice will
not be led to reverse its previonis decision without fresh and farù more . igtèreasons
than have yet been brought forward to justify such a step. The rely bf the Colonial
Office practically was: wc haye- not the paover-to authorise this Act, and we should
inflict an injustice on authors if we did. And the request preferred in thic Despatch
under consideration is that we sbould assist Canada to tanper with the rights of authors
outside ber dominion and not under her 'o"nàtidT.

Canada, on previous occasions, asked fbr cheap.literature ;e sheý,now asks the Imperial
Govertinient to help her to éstablish com2Zmerczal protection for' her printers, at the
expense of the owners of the pro)crty she would thus, without their consent, utilise on
her own terns.

They 'would also point out that the changè prop'oseby' Canada Would jdopà-dize the
rights of British and Canadian autliorsto copyright in' the Unitëd States. Alreadÿ the
United States Government bave taken action' on the subject, and 'theyre' strongly
trged by authors and publishers in Ainerica to withdraw the proclamation if our 1aws''so
altered as to adnit of their copyrights 'beirg reprinted0in the adjàcnt coùntry withôut
their sanction. In this connexion, they ask attention to the letter from Mr. 'Mills,
Messrs.mLongman's'nianager in N'ew York, ýwhich 'iseenclosedheýrewit.h, aiïd'especially to
the reference to· Canada's -ignorance of the whole proceeding."

Repriîïting in Canada is also at variance' withh' England's<declarat i to tleUnited
States, and nust lea(d 'to serions illWill on theirborders. If the'United States withd"r
their proclamation, this reprinting'wil éxpose British' authors to two pirüiï-g c t. fiës,
Viz., the United States and Canada. C ' l

They subnit also foryôurYLôrdship's consideration that we cannota
without doing theýs ame to all the 'other Colonies a'nd thus'disintegráté"thë Whölë'öf thé
copyright law.

France also, woùld"have a grievance. 'Two millionsf àthe^ oþulatibn o Cda are
of French extractioiandre'ad"Freich copyright hook 9

The comnmittee wish to point dut to your tL'ordshipthat, in'their ópiniönevery rôason-
able concession has heen rmade to Canadaalready She bas allithe behefits ô.iopvi ght
accruinîg to the United'Kingdon, and her people have been specially »6oideféd iith'e
Act of 1847 and consequent legislation, but, in this Despatch,' Canada, forethëfirttiin'e,
asks Great Britain to ater andi curtail "tle arewof thos& laXs to enable hei ï troidé
extra employment for her printers.

The connittee would, however, draw your Lordship's attention to the hindrance' to
providing cheap editions for Canada, found in the 16th-clause of the Act of 1842. If an


